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Agawam Junior High & Middle School HONOR ROLLS inside 


u Images of Agawam 
and Feeding Hills ” 
makes perfect 
gift for loved ones 


The pictorial history of Agawam, Images of 
America: Agawam and Feeding Hills, authored by 
David Cecchi for the Agawam Historical Association, 
is still available for purchase. 

The book, first published in 2000 as a fundraiser 
for the Agawam Historical Association, was reprinted 
in 2001 with minor corrections and text changes. 

The book contains hundreds of images from 
Agawam's rich past and makes an interesting and 
thoughtful gift for housewarmings, weddings, birth¬ 
days, graduations, and other special occasions. 

The book can be purchased at the Town Clerk’s 
office, Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main St., Agawam and 
E. Cecchi Farms, 1131 Springfield Street, Feeding 
Hills (signed copies). 

Books can also be inscribed by the author by call¬ 
ing David Cecchi at 786-3236. The book will also be 
available at the Agawam Historical & Fire House 
Museum, 35 Elm Street, Agawam when it opens for 
the season next month. 

The cost is $18.99 per book. Proceeds to benefit 
the Agawam Historical Association. 


FOLLOWING THE BIRTH of their newest member, the Diaz family of Southwick visited 
Agawam Fire Station 2 to once again thank the paramedics who played such an important role 
in their lives. Back row: Paramedic Robert LaFrance, Jacqueline Diaz (holding Anthony 
Michael), Richard Diaz, and paramedic Ray Lemek. Front row: Mackenzie and Vincent Diaz. 

Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


En route to Mercy Medical Center... 

Southwick baby born in Agawam ambulance 

by Kathy Shepard 
Feature Editor 

Jacqueline & Richard Diaz of Southwick were All 911 calls are routed to the State Police and then 
expecting their third child, but they never anticipated transferred to the dispatcher closest to the emer- 
that the birth would take place in an ambulance with gency. In this case, it was Agawam dispatcher/para- 
the assistance of paramedics. medic David Spafford, who directed the couple to 

On Saturday, May 3rd, Jacqueline’s water broke, Agawam Fire Station 2 in Feeding Hills, 
so her husband, Richard, began driving her to Mercy “We pulled the ambulance out front to help them 
Medical Center. Her two previous babies wore born find us,” said Jim Cook, an Agawam firefighter/para- 
quickly, and she recognized from her symptoms that medic. 

this birth would be even more rapid. She told her hus- When the couple arrived, the mother-to-be was 
band to call 911 because she knew the baby was rushed into the waiting ambulance. The driver was 
going to be born before they reached the hospital. . cv „„„„ , 


STOP. • I T COMMUNITY 

shop#! LiLpartnership 

Stop & Shop 
Tag Sale 

to benefit 
The Jimmy Fund 

Saturday, May 10th 

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
(Set-up time: 7:30 a.m.) 
(Rain or Shine) 

Under the canopy 

1282 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills Center 

To inquire about a booth, 
call 789-2224 


Letter Carriers’ Food Drive slated 
for this Saturday, May 10th 

■■E The Letter Carriers’ Annual Food 


tion of Agawam Postmaster Mark E. DeForge, will be 
I51AMP1 Drive will be Id on Saturday, May doing double duty that day by delivering the mail and 

K mmm ^ 10th, accor di n 9 to Fred Harpin, Jr. picking up food items, according to Harpin. 

10-2C. j of the Agawam and Feeding Hills |_ as t y earj Agawam residents donated more than 

■8j|B ^ ost Offices/Branch 46 of the 10 tons of non-perishable food items for local distribu- 

jj jt National Association of Letter ^ 

IssSr r Ca Ha e rpin (N who ) !s coordinating this This y ear ' Sarah Hu 9 hes ’ ,he rei 9 nin 9 °'y m P ic 
I-™™—*" year’s drive, is urging residents to Gold Medalist in fi 9 ure skatin 9’ IS servin 9 as stam P 
begin gathering non-perishable food items (no glass, Gu * Hunger Ambassador for the food drive. An esti- 
please) to be placed by their mailboxes on the 10th. mated 30 million people go hungry every day in 
These goods will be picked up by a uniformed let- America, including more than 12 million children, 
ter carrier and brought to the local food pantry for dis- Harpin added. 

tribution (located at the Bethany Assembly of God). This drive is one way people can help those in their 
The letter carriers, with the support and coopera- own area who need assistance. 










































The Agawam Advertiser News 


May 8, 2003 



THE THREE GODFATHERS??? Paramedic training does include delivering babies, and this 
training came in handy on Saturday, May 3rd, when Agawam paramedics Jim Cook, Ray 
Lemck, and Robert LaFrance helped with the delivery of Anthony Michael Diaz. Advertiser News 


photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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SOUTHW1CK BABY - from Page 1 

firefighter/paramedic Ray Lemek. 

It was just a few minutes after leaving the station 
that Diaz told Cook and fellow paramedic Robert 
LaFrance that she was ready to deliver. After deliver¬ 
ing two other healthy babies, she knew that it was 
time. 

This is the 17th year of LaFrance’s career, and on 
Saturday, May 3rd, at 5:10 p.m., Anthony Michael 
Diaz became the 17th birth with which he has assist¬ 
ed. Although the ambulance did not stop, it was noted 
that the birth took place as they crossed the North End 
Bridge from West Springfield into Springfield. 

“Paramedic training includes delivering babies,” 
LaFrance said, adding, “but they are born in a hospi¬ 
tal. However, this experience was a pleasure." 

He continued, "The mother was fantastic. Both Jim 
(Cook) and I were in the back with her. There were no 
major complications. The birth was ‘all natural,’ we 
talked her through the breathing exercises, and she 
was nervous but calm in a way, listening to what we 
were saying. The father was right up near her head 
and was very supportive.” 

Cook added, “We were grateful to share in the 
experience." 

Although LaFrance has helped deliver 16 other 
babies, this is the first birth with which he has assist¬ 
ed while working in Agawam. 

On Monday, May 5th, two day-old Anthony Michael 
went home with mother Jacqueline, fattier Richard, 
and siblings Mackenzie (age six) and Vincent (age 
two); but they made a special stop on the way. 

At about 6:15 p.m., the Diaz family pulled into 


Agawam Fire Station 2 to have their pictures taken 
with the paramedics who played such an important 
role in their lives. 

Cook had a class, but LaFrance and Lemek were 
on hand to welcome the family and to appreciate the 
awe of the birth under more relaxing circumstances. 


Mackenzie and Vincent Diaz were given fire hats 
and badges, but Anthony is now just a bit too small for 
the hat. 

It’s a pretty certain bet, however, that he’ll be stop¬ 
ping by someday to meet the paramedics who helped 
him enter the world, and then he can get his firefight¬ 
er hat. 


Melconian announces grant for solar electric systems 


Senator Linda' J. Melconian (D-SpringfieldO is 
pleased to announce that the Western Massachusetts 
Electric Company in West Springfield has been 
awarded a $100,000 grant from the Massachsuetts 
Renewable Energy Trust, run by the Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative. The funds will allow 
Western Massachusetts Electric to install solar ener¬ 
gy systems in their service territory. 

“Solar energy is a valuable power resource for both 
businesses and consumers, because it is cheap, 


clean, and renewable,”'Senator Melconian said. “This 
grant to the Western Massachusetts Electric 
Company will provide homeowners with needed 
power when usage is at its highest.” 

The $100,000 grant will enable Western 
Massachusetts Electric (WMECO) to install 20 kilo¬ 
watts of solar photovoltaic (solar electric) systems in 
20 different installations throughout their service terri¬ 
tory. Building on the success of WMECO’s successful 
"Solar Avenue” project, these installations will allow 


WMECO to continue to expand the use ofcost effi¬ 
cient, environmentally friendly solar energy in their 
operations and in individual homes. WMECO has also 
committed to use Massachusetts-made photovoltaic 
systems in these installations. 

The Massachusetts Technology Collaborative 
awarded a total of 13 grants in this funding round as 
part of the Solar to Market Initiative. Overall, over $3.8 
million has been awarded through this initiative, 

SEE GRANT - Page 3 
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868 Springfield Street 


www.canaryblomstronuom 


FAX: 786-7004 


Business Insurance Batting a Thousand? 


Or does your business coverage strike out in 
some areas? At the Canary Blomstrom 
Insurance Agency, well make sure you have 
the right coverage, at the right price, with the 
service around. After all, can you afford 
'ke out when it comes to your insurance? 
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Collecting hazardous waste in Agawam... 





it 


* •. 


TV 


iJ 


* 




LAST MONTH, the Town of Agawam sponsored a "Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Day" in the Agawam High School parking lot. This event was conducted by Clean Harbors 
Environmental Services of Bristol, Connecticut, the largest hazardous materials ("haz mat") 
collection company in the United States. In photo above: David Honyoski and Chris Mazuroski 
are shown examining the contents of a car's trunk. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 



DEBBIE SANCHEZ OF THE Agawam Board of Health (left photo) goes over a checklist with 
Al & Elaine Taupier during "Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day." Over 300 cars par¬ 
ticipated in the town's previous collection. In right photo: Randy White (left), director ot 
Agawam's Board of Health, and Alberto Perez of Clean Harbors examine just some of the items 
that were dropped off on Saturday, April 19th. In the background: Debbie Sanchez of the 
Agawam Board of Health talks to the driver of the car. Advertiser News photos bv Kathy Shepard. 


GRANT - from Page 2 

resulting in the installation of almost 350 photovoltaic 
systems, which will generate clean, renewable power 
during periods of peak demand. 

For more information about the Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative and the Renewable Energy 
Trust, please visit www.masstech.org or call (508) 
870-0312. 

For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AANW 


Want to keep up on all the latest 
news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills?. Then be sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam Advertiser 
News! A one-year subscription 
costs only $26, so mail your 
check today to “The Advertiser 
News," P.O. Box 263, Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030. 
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Veterans ’ Corner... 

Town of Agawam 
schedules Memorial 
Day ceremonies 

by Christopher Sanchez 

Chairman, Agawam Veterans’ Council 

The combat operations in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
are over. Many troops are coming home. Sadly, 
though, on this Memorial Day, many communities 
throughout the nation will add new names to their roll 
call of war dead. Thankfully, Agawam did not lose any 
sons or daughters in this war. 

However, inscribed on the bell tower, standing 
silent on Veterans’ Green, are the names of those 
residents who made the ultimate sacrifice in wars 
past. This Memorial Day, please join us in commem¬ 
orating those who gave their tomorrows so we could 
have today. The Town of Agawam’s official Memorial 
Day ceremonies are as follows: 

SATURDAY, MAY 17th 

* Flagging of graves : Beginning at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Springfield Street Cemetery, we will replace the 
worn American flags on the graves of veterans. We 
then move down to the Main Street Cemetery next to 
Fire Department headquarters. Volunteers are need¬ 
ed. Anyone is welcome to join us. Flags for the graves 
are provided by the Agawam Veterans’ Council. 

SUNDAY, MAY 25th 

* Memorial Dav Church Service : At 10:30 a.m., a 
special religious service reflecting this Memorial Day 
will be held this year at the Faith Bible Church locat¬ 
ed on Shoemaker Lane. Join us as we remember and 
pray for the souls of our fallen service men and 
women, i 

MONDAY, MAY 26th 

* War Monuments Remembrance : Brief services 
will be held at each of the four war monuments locat¬ 
ed throughout Agawam. We will begin at 7:30 at the 
WWI monument in front of American Legion Post 185. 
The Springfield Street Cemetery will be next, followed 
by the South West St. Cemetery. At 9:00 a.m., the 
service will begin at the Main Street Cemetery locat¬ 
ed next to Fire Department headquarters. 

* Memorial Dav Parade : The-parade begins at 
10:30 a.m. sharp marching along Main St. from 
Southworth Paper to Veterans’ Green.'This parade 
grows larger each year and this time is no’exception. 
We have many bands, floats, and special veterans 
joining us this year. Immediately after the parade, we 

will hold a short ceremony on the green. 

*** 

Thus far, I have sent four packages to Bethesda 
Naval Hospital for our returning wounded troops. As 
long as the need exists, we will continue. Cards, let¬ 
ters, signed flags, or small banners are requested for 
many of the badly wounded recovering far away from 
their families. 

Ed Kellogg, Veterans’Agent, is also collecting non- 
perishable food, phone cards, stamps, and baby 
wipes for the Westover USO, who will distribute them 
to military families in need. 

* 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ office 
at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, 
please note that our main entrance is 
in the back. Thank you... 


What’s your current free checking really free of? 


Come into any Fleet location and find out all you get with FleetOne" checking. Forward. Thinking: 


(J) Fleet 



Member FDIC 
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Yellow ribbons a sign of • 
community’s concern 

To the Editor: 

Yellow Ribbons 

I’ve seen yellow ribbons 
All around. 

On trees and light posts 
in every town. 

Yellow ribbons along with a 
Prayer, 

With wishes of luck 
And love to spare. 

For safe returns and 
Missions won. 

Please accept this love 
From everyone 

Paula E. Provost 
Agawam 

A sincere thank you from 
a very grateful grandmother 

To the Editor: 

I wish to express my gratitude to UN ICO for spon¬ 
soring. Stephen. Mallory’s trip to Florida to swim with 
the dolphins. 

I also want to thank the American Legion for their 
generous contribution and all those who attended or 
contributed to the pancake breakfast fundraiser. 

I wish all of you could see the joy exhibited by 
Stephen when he was in the water with his dolphin, 
“Fonzi." Fonzi is huge, 750 pounds, and I might have 


The Agawam City Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, May 19, 2003 at 7:30 P.M. at 
the Agawam Middle School, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petitionof John Ansart for a proposed 
zone change at 1265 Suffield Street. The request 
is to zone the entire parcel Business B which is 
currently zoned both Business B and Agricultural. 
A copy of the proposed zone change can be 
obtained from the Agawam Planning Board or the 
Agawam Town Clerk’s office Monday through 
Friday between the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 
P.M. in the Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. * 

Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 

Published: May 8, 2003 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
TOWN COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Agawam City Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, May 19, 2003 at 7:30 P.M. at 
the Agawam Middle School, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of Luigi Chiarella for a pro¬ 
posed zone change at 371 South Westfield Street. 
The request is to zone the entire parcel Industrial 
A which is currently zoned both Industrial A and 
Agricultural. A copy of the proposed zone change 
can be obtained from the Agawam Planning 
Board or the Agawam Town Clerk’s office Monday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:30 A.M. 
and 4:30 P.M. in the Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. 

Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 


had qualms about getting in the water with him, but 
Stephen, always so friendly and trusting of everyone, 
had not the slightest fear. 

He praised Fonzi by saying, “Good job!" or trying to 
high-five him after a successful completed exercise. 

It was a wonderful experience and enabled him to 
try new things without fear. His self-confidence in him¬ 
self grows with each new successful experience. 
What a great town and great people who live here! 

A grateful grandmother, 
Marion Brindle 
Agawam 

Agawam Junior High student 
expresses “American Pride” 

To the Editor: 

american pride 
the red white and blue 
the colors and country are so true 
got liberty and pride 
feelings from inside 
american pride 
I would never hold back the 
feelings so true 

for the red the white and the blue 
everything i’d do i’d do for you 
america 

the american way is the pride 
that’s shown in so many ways 
the feeling is stronger and stronger 
day by day 

cause it’s the american way 
if i was old enough 
i’d show my tuff ' • 

join the army 

show my love for the country so dear 
the one land who’s got no fear 
the land of the free 

the land for you and me show love for lady liberty 
fight for america fight for the best country 
the love is strong 
the love’s so true 
it’s all for the red white and blue! 

by Nick Leveille 
Agawam Jr. High 8th-Grader 


City Council seeking 
member for 
Board of Appeals 

Agawam City Council President Gina M. Letellier 
has announced an opening for the following: 

An alternate member to the Board of Appeals 
for an unexpired term expiring January 1, 2006. 

Persons interested in this position should submit a 
letter of interest to the City Council ojjce, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA before 12:00 noon on May 15, 
2003. 


May 8, 2003 

“Concerned Citizens 
For Sewers” to 
meet May 20th 

The “Concerned Citizens For Sewers" will hold a 
follow-up meeting at the Agawam Public Library on 
May 20th from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

The purpose of this meeting is to organize a com¬ 
mittee to bring city sewers to the southwest area of 
Feeding Hills, to be presented to the Agawam Town 
Council meeting on June 2nd. 

If you have any further questions, please contact 
Jack & Joanne Cappuccilli at 786-7919 or Jack & 
Linda O’Neil at 789-4422. 

Perry Lane Camp 
accepting volunteer 
applications 

Anyone interested in volunteering at Perry Lane 
Summer Camp is encouraged to fill out an application 
form. Applications are available in the Personnel 
Office located in Town Hall or at the Park and 
Recreation Office located in the rear of Agawam High 
School. 

Volunteers will work under the direction of our 
camp volunteer coordinator and be placed with camp 
counselors and specialists. Working with our camp 
staff volunteers will lead and supervise campers 
through daily activities and field trips. 

Applicants must be at least 15 years of age by July 
1, 2003. For more information, please call the 
Recreation Office at 821-0513. 

Republican Town 
Committee to host 
breakfast meeting 

The Agawam Republican Town Committee will 
hold a breakfast meeting on Saturday, May 10th at 
the Riverside Deli, 1811 Main Street, Agawam. 

The regular meeting will include reports from the 
June Picnic and Membership committees. Reports 
from State Committee and Town Counsel members 
will also be presented. 

Joe Ricco, chairman of the Western Mass. 
Republicans, will give an update for the June Banquet 
and will include how and where to purchase tickets. 

Guests are welcome but are requested to make 
-breakfast reservations by calling Rita Moore at 786- 
9094. Members will be contacted by the Phone 
Committee. 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every week...ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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Officials and land owner work feverishly 
to find tenants for “gateway to Agawam” 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 


Situated in its centrally-located spot, the former 
Agawam Shopping Center, the buildings and parking 
lots once occupied by Ames Department Store, Food 
Mart, and several other businesses, are reminders of 
more prosperous times. 

According to Mayor Richard A. Cohen, “We are 
working feverishly with the land owner, Frank Cataldo, 
and we have been meeting with several developers 
on an ongoing basis to discuss the property.” 

The fact that the land is not owned by the town has 
not prevented town officials from making efforts to find 
a suitable tenant for the properties. 

Frank Cataldo of One Franklin Realty is the grand¬ 
son of the fQunder of Food Mart. Cataldo, his attorney, 
Cohen, and Director of Planning and Community 
Development Debbie Dachos, have met many times 
to find a tenant for the property that Cohen deemed 
“the gateway to Agawam." 

According to Cataldo, “We’ve been working with a 
number of potential tenants with interest in both rede¬ 
veloping and occupying the existing space. No leases 
have been signed at this point, but we are looking for¬ 
ward with optimism that the project will move forward. 
We are bound by confidentiality agreements, which 
prevents us from discussing specifics.” 

Cataldo continued, “The Mayor and Debbie 
Dachos have been absolutely incredible. We’ve been 
in touch on a regular basis. They’ve been working 
hand-in-hand, removing obstacles in order to move 
the project forward. This is at the top of Mayor 
Cohen’s priority list, but due to the economy, busi¬ 
nesses that were expanding a year ago are not doing 
so at this time. As soon as I have specifics on a proj¬ 
ect, we’ll be glad to notify the public." 

Cohen noted, "There are many issues to take into 
account, such as the economy. One of the uses of the 
property that we have explored would be a ‘homerun’ 
for the community, but because of confidentiality and 
developmental rights, we are not able to disclose 
details about the kind of business being considered." 

Ms. Dachos added, "We are looking to make the 


best possible use of the property for the residents of 
Agawam. It’s taking more time because we are look¬ 
ing to bring together three parcels. The Ames proper¬ 
ty is owned by a group out of Canada. The Cataldo 
property is the majority of the Food Mart strip on the 
end nearer the Ames property. A third party owns the 
strip in which Fleet Bank operates and includes other 
offices as well.” 

Cohen and Ms. Dachos have also been working 
with the owner of the Walnut Street Extension proper¬ 
ty where Games and Lanes operated before closing 
its doors. That property is located directly behind 
Food Mart and if occupied, would be a great support 
to surrounding merchants. 

The town has sent at least five businesses to the 
owner, who wants to lease with option to buy after the 
clean-up of a contaminant that may have resulted 
from a previous business on the property. The owner 
is in the finaUphase of this cleanup, according to Ms. 
Dachos. 

Cohen said, “I understand the essence of having 
these parcels developed and we will continue to 
actively do whatever it takes to help the owners, as 
we do with any business, to locate tenants for these 
prime locations. This is a process that takes some 
time. It is one that should not be rushed for the sake 
of just filling the space in with just any kind of busi¬ 
ness. 

"I also want to commend Debbie Dachos, the 
Director of Planning and Development, for the exten¬ 
sive amount of time in helping to revitalize that area. 
This parcel has significant value and I want to make 
sure, as do the developers, that the type of project 
that is developed at this site is one that will enhance 
the entire area, as it is the gateway to our community. 
We want people to be patient. As soon as we have 
information which we are at liberty to discuss, .we will 
notify the public immediately.” 

Ms. Dachos added, “We will continue to actively 
work with all owners and concerned parties to rejuve¬ 
nate this significant parcel.” 
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ROSEMARY SANDLIN 


Rosemary Sandlin 
a panelist at 'Mass. 
Educators Conference 

Rosemary Sandlin, a 19-year member of the 
Agawam School Committee, appeared on a panel on 
May 2nd at the Spring Conference for Massachusetts 
Educators sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education 
(MACTE) and the Massachusetts Association of Early 
Childhood Educators (MAETEC). 

The session addressed a key issue of the moment 
for educators and school leaders: Accountability and 
Social Justice: Are They Compatible Goals? Also 
appearing on the panel with Mrs. Sandlin were Paul 
Reville, Executive Director of the Center for 
Education Research and Policy' at MassIN'C; Nora 
Todd, Massachusetts Teachers Association Center for 
Educational Quality and Professional Development; 

SEE ROSEMARY SANDLIN - Page 8 


For photo coverage in The AAN, call 786-7747 or 786-8137; however, 
please give us at least 12 hours’notice prior to your event. Thank you... 


Mortgage Financing 


Want to keep 
up on all the 
latest news in 
Agawam and 
Feeding Hills? 
Then be sure to 
subscribe to The 
Agawam 
Advertiser News! 
A one-year 
subscription 
costs only 
$26, so 
mail your 
check today 
to “The 
Advertiser 
News, ” 

P O. Box 263, 
Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030. 
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With rates this low, our 15- and 30-year fixed rate mortgages are tough to pass up. 

So whether you're buying or refinancing, Westbank makes it easy. And downright affordable, too. 
To apply, or for more information, call 747-1400. 



© www.westbankonline.com ® 747-1400 

Massachusetts Chicopee E.Longmeadow FeedingHills Holyoke Ludlow Southwick West Springfield Westfield Connecticut Danielson Putnam Woodstock 
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The Agawam Advertiser News 

-Obituaries - 


DENNIS W. CAMPION 

Dennis W. Campion of 41 Elm St.; Agawam, died 
recently at Baystate Medical Center. A U.S. Navy vet¬ 
eran during the Vietnam War, he joined the Springfield 
Fire Department after his discharge from the Navy in 
1975. He was a member of several firefighters’ organ¬ 
izations, as well as a member of Springfield’s Elks 
Lodge 61 (where he received their “Veteran of the 
Year Award” in 2001). 

He is survived by his parents, William & Elaine 
(Gumlaw) Campion of Springfield; his wife, Barbara 
(Szymanowski) Campion; two sons and their wives, 
Michael & Katie of South Hadley, and Scott & Melissa 
with the U.S. Navy in Florida; a daughter, Nicole of 
Springfield; a sister, Carolyn Bouchard of New 
Hampshire; and a grandson, Vincent Campion. The 
funeral was held at the Nowak Funeral Home in Indian 
Orchard and St. Catherine of Siena Church, with bur¬ 
ial with military honors in the Massachusetts Veterans' 
Memorial Cemetery in Agawam. 

FREDERICK L.D. CHAMBERLIN, JR. 

Frederick L.D. Chamberlin, Jr., 65, of 77 Maple St., 
Agawam, died recently at home. Born in Bellows 
Falls, VT, he had lived in Agawam for 25 years. He 
was currently employed as a supervisor at the John R. 
Lyman Co. of Chicopee, where he had worked for 24 
years. 

He leaves his wife of 42 years, Georgina B. 
(Hartman) Chamberlin; two sons, Frederick III of 
Warrior, Alabama, and Todd J. of Agawam; two 
daughters, Gwendolyn S. LaBonte of Springfield, and 
Tina M. TeSsier of Northfield, MA; two sisters, Mary 
Young of Cortland, NY ( and Frances Chamberlin of 
Gilsum, NH; six grandchildren; and two great-grand- 


He began his career at Hamilton Standard as a tool 
designer, and then became a tool design engineer at 
AVCO Lycoming in Stratford, CT, where he met his 
wife of 35 years, Marjorie (Marfiak) Crowley. He then 
moved his family to Feeding Hills and worked as a 
sales manager at United Engineers and UNECO 
Manufacturing for more than 15 years. Most recently, 
he was sales manager for Interstate Corps in 
Agawam. 

He served in the U.S.A.F. Reserves for six years, 
and was a Hampden County Deputy Sheriff since 
1980. He owned a vacation home on Otis Reservoir 
and served on the Board of Directors of the Otis 
Reservoir Property Owners’ Association. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two sons, 
James P. and his wife, Beth Ann, of Westfield, and 
Edward F. of Feeding Hills and his fiancee, Jodi 
Crowley, of Westfield; a daughter, Christine A. of 
Boston; two brothers, Francis and his wife, Myrna, of 
Harwich, and Edmund of Springfield; two sisters, Mary 
Ellen Colton and her husband, Fred, of South 
Orleans, and Sr. Margaret Crowley, S.S.J., of 
Chicopee; a grandson, Jameson Daniel Crowley of 
Westfield; a nephew; three nieces; several cousins; 
and many special friends. 

The funeral was held at the church and the 
Agawam Curran-Jones Funeral Home, with burial in 
St. Michael’s Cemetery. Donations may be made to 
the American Stroke Association, Gifts Processing, 
P.O. Box 1049, Syracuse, NY 13220-3049; the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Central Mass. 
Chapter, 101-A First Ave., Waltham, MA 02451; or 
S.S.J. Mont Marie, Holyoke, MA 01040. 

IDA DIROSA 


R. GRANT HOUSTON 

R. Grant Houston, 84, of Main St., Agawam, died 
recently at Mercy Medical Center. An Agawam resi¬ 
dent for the past 35 years, he was a self-employed 
salesman who traveled throughout Western Mass. 

He was predeceased by his wife, Margaret R. 
Debro, in 1992. He leaves two daughters, Peggy 
Schoen-Kiewert and her husband, Erich, of Dallas, 
TX, and Virginia R. Houston of Boston, MA; a son, 
Robert G. of Plymouth, MA; four grandchildren; and 
five great-grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at the Hafey Springfield 
Chapels, with burial to be held in the future in 
Riverside Cemetery in Plymouth, NH. 

ELEANOR M. MASCIOTRA 

Eleanor M. (Lake) Masciotra, 77, of 23 
Meadowbrook Manor, Agawam, died recently at 
Mercy Medical Center. Born in Springfield, she was a 
1943 graduate of Technical High School. She grew up 
in Springfield, then lived in Clearwater, FL for many 
years before moving to Agawam in 1997. She had 
worked as a ward secretary for the former Wesson 
Memorial Hospital. She was a past member of the 
Agawam Bowling League and had attended Mt. 
Carmel Church in Springfield. 

She leaves her husband of 56 years, Antonio 
Masciotra; two daughters, Janet M. Masciotra of 
Springfield, and Mary A. and her husband, Thomas 
Kelly, of McHenry, Illinois; two sisters, Lorraine 
Williams of West Warren, and Beatrice Alves of East 
Longmeadow; two grandchildren; a godchild, Laurie 
Klafeta of Agawam; and several nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by two sons, Michael J. in 1988 
and Richard P. in 1992. 



children. 

The funeral was held at the Colonial Forastiere 
Funeral Home, followed by burial in Hillcrest Park 
Cemetery in Springfield. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the American Cancer Society, 31 Capital 
Dr., West Springfield, MA 01089. 

JAMES C. CROWLEY 

James C. Crowley, 61, of Feeding Hills, died 
recently at Baystate Medical Center. Born in 
Springfield, his parents were from County Cork and 
County Limerick, Ireland, respectively. He was a com¬ 
municant of Sacred Heart Church in Feeding Hills. He 
was a 1960 graduate of Technical High School and a 
1962 graduate of Springfield Technical Institute. He 
also attended Western New England College and 
Bridgeport Engineering Institute. 


Ira (Cocchi) DiRosa, 83, of 53 School St., Agawam, 
died recently at Mercy Medical Center. Born in 
Agawam, she was a lifelong resident. She worked for 
many years as a seamstress for the former Forbes & 
Wallace Department Store and the former Chicopee 
Undergarment. She was 
a communicant of St. 

John the Evangelist 
Church. 

She leaves several 
nephews and nieces. The 
funeral was held at the 
church and the Agawam 
Funeral Home, with bur¬ 
ial in St. Michael’s 
Cemetery. 


The burial was scheduled to be at the convenience 
of the family, and the Agawam Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements. Donations may be made 
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The Law Office of 

—^ Anthony G. # 

non a vita 


Over 24j ears experience in legal representation. 


746 “9800 


101 STATE STREET, SPRINGFIELD 
Free parking available 


THAT HAS 
SERVED LOCAL 
FAMILIES FOR 
MANY YEARS 




Still Is. 


We’re not a big impersonal corporation 
headquartered in a far distant city or even 
foreign country. We’re a family. And, like 
you, we make decisions that suit our 
community...not necessarily someone 
else’s. We think that makes a great 
difference in the care and service we offer 
the families who come to us. 


FUNERAL I HOMES 

745 Cooper Street, Agawam 


T.J. O'Brien 
Director 


Joseph D. Curran 
Director 


781-7766 
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Regular School 
Committee meeting 

Tuesday, May 13 th - 7:30 PM. 

Agawam Middle School - 68 Main St. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Regular Meeting 

3. Moment of Silence 

4. Citizens' Speak Time 

5. Roll Call of Attendance 

6. Superintendent’s Notes 

7. Highlights on Education: Presentation by 
Library/Media Specialists 

8. Old Business: 

a. SCR-03-14 Acceptance of $650 Donation to 
AHS Renaissance Program from Agawam Jr. 
Women’s Club 

b. SCR-03-15 Adoption of new Grade 7 Reading 
Text, “9 Good Reading Habits for All Readers” 

9. Business Meeting: 

a. Routine Matters 

1) Approval of Minutes 

2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports 

* Audit Update - J. Kane 

* Collaborative Update - S. Dawson 

* Early College Program - L. Prystupa 

10. New Business: None 

11. Any Other Business That May Legally Come 
Before The Committee 

12. Adjournment 

Southwick Forastiere 
Funeral Home to 
host grief program 

Have you ever thought to yourself, “When will I be 
back to normal?” or maybe, “How can I ever get 
through these difficult days?” 

Our program, Good Grief, that will be held 
Saturday, May 17th, 1:00-2:30 p.m. at the 
Southwick Forastiere Funeral Home, can help to 
answer these questions and more. 

Joan Sullivan, Grief Specialist for Forastiere 
Family Funeral Home, will discuss the impact and 
dimensions within the phases of grief, as well as pro¬ 
vide information, poems, tips for creative coping, and 
how to help yourself through the difficult process of 
grief. Free packets of information will be available and 
refreshments will be served. We encourage all to 
come join us for this insightful program. Contact 
Southwick Forastiere Funeral Home to register at 
(413) 569-5306. 

Keenan announces 
pharmacysettlements 

Representative Daniel F. Keenan is pleased to 
announce that CVS has agreed to pay $300,000 and 
Walgreens and Wal-Mart have each agreed to pay 
$60,000 to settle allegations that they misled con¬ 
sumers in the collection of the new $1.30 pharmacy 


OBITUARIES - from Page 6 

to the Soldiers’ Home, 110 Cherry St., Holyoke, MA 
01040. 

CLIFFORD R. MITCHELL 

Clifford “Cliff’ R. Mitchell, 82, of East Longmeadow, 
died recently in a local nursing home. Born in Palmer, 
he graduated from that town’s high school. A U.S. 
Army veteran of WWII, he was employed by Mallory’s 
Milk Co., Carlise Furniture, Super Market Distributors, 
Inc., the City of Springfield, and Northeast Security, 
Inc., retiring in 1988. 

He is survived by his son and his wife, Walter & 
Susan of Orlando, FL; two daughters and their hus¬ 
bands, Susan & Andrew Jorgensen of Agawam, and 
Lynn & Robert Gagne of East Longmeadow; a daugh¬ 
ter-in-law, Donna Mitchell of Norwell, MA; a brother 
and his wife, Richard & Winifred of Spring Hill, FL; a 
sister and her husband, Edith & Glenn Gray of West 
Brookfield, MA; seven grandchildren; and six great¬ 
grandchildren. He was predeceased by a son, 
William; two brothers, Henry and Albert; a sister, Ruth 
Little; and a sister-in-law, Marcella Mitchell. 

The funeral was held at Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home, with burial in Hillcrest Park Cemetery. A memo¬ 
rial service will also be held at a later date, with time 
and location to be announced by the family. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Hospice of Western 
New England, 50 Maple St., P.O. Box 9058, 
Springfield, MA 01102-9058. 

KEVIN L. O’CONNELL 

Kevin L. Connell, 48, of Yarmouth, Maine, died 
unexpectedly at his home on April 27th. Born and 
raised in Springfield and Feeding Hills, he graduated 
from Cathedral High School in 1972 and St. Michael’s 
College in 1976. He was a sales manager and an 
eight-year employee of the W.L. Blake Company of 
Portland, Maine. 

He is survived by his children, Ryan, Heather, and 
Michael; his parents, Gloria (Gilbert) Cloud of 
Simsbury, CT, and Lawrence R. O’Connell of South 
Hadley; a brother, Brian (and family) of Agawam; a 
sister, Kathleen Maloney (and family) of Springfield; 
and a half-brother, Brendan O’Connell, and a half-sis¬ 
ter, Megan O'Connell, both of South Hadley. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Sacred 
Heart Church in Yarmouth, and the Lindquist Funeral 
Home (also of Yarmouth) was in charge of the 
arrangements. Donations may be made to the charity 
of your choice. 

WILLIS PARADY 

Willis "Bill" Parady, 98, of Ruth Ave., Agawam, died 
recently at a local nursing home. Born in Chicopee, he 
had lived in Agawam for 49 years. He was retired from 
Pratt & Whitney, Inc., where he worked for 35 years as 
a Navy inspector. He was a member of the Agawam 
Golden Agers, Chapter II. 

He leaves his wife of 78 years, Ruth E. (Hall) 
Parady; a son-in-law, James W. Birchall of Agawam; 
and two grandchildren. He was predeceased by his 
daughter, Ruth E. Birchall, in 1997; a brother, Clyde; 
and a sister, Vernita Clifford. 

The funeral was held at the Colonial Forastiere 
Funeral Home, with burial in Fairview Cemetery in 
Chicopee. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Friends of the Agawam Senior Center Building Fund, 
68 Meadowbrook Manor, Agawam, MA 01001. 

LUTHER PIERCE 

Luther Pierce, 70, of Feeding Hills, died recently in 
Baystate Medical Center. Born in Plymouth, MA, he 
attended the Hitchcock Academy in Brimfield. He was 
employed as a bus driver for many years and retired 
from Peter Pan Bus Lines. He served in the U.S. Navy 


during the Korean War. 

He is survived by four sons and their wives, Dean 
& Mary Jo of Feeding Hills, Russell & Wendy of Staten 
Island, NY, Daniel & Pat of West Springfield, and 
Ricky & Phyllis of Pittsfield; a daughter and her hus¬ 
band, Lucinda & William Eagan; three brothers and 
their wives, Lloyd & Marie of NY, Charles & Loretta of 
Fiskdale, MA, and Roland & Nancy of Wales, MA; 
three sisters and their husbands, Lily & Edward Levy 
of Tuczon, AZ, Lucille & Arthur Forgues of Feeding 
Hills, and Lorraine & Frank Kozak of West Springfield; 
11 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; and his for¬ 
mer wife, Lyndia (Brinker) Brough of South Hadley. He 
was predeceased by a brother, Lawrence, and a sis¬ 
ter, Leona Fifield. 

All services and the burial were scheduled to be 
private and at the convenience of the family. 
Sampson’s Family Chapels of Springfield was in 
charge of the arrangements. 

NANCY A. VENNARD 

Nancy Anita (Clark) Vennard, 78, of Manchester, 
CT, and formerly of Feeding Hills, died recently after a 
long illness. Born in Agawam, she was a 1942 gradu¬ 
ate of Agawam High School. She was retired from 
Chandler Evans, where she had worked for many 
years. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Alfred 
Vennard; a brother, Bertrand A. Clark; and a sister-in- 
law, Janet Clark. She leaves a son, Ronald J. 
Perrault; a daughter, Joyce N. Schadlich; her grand¬ 
children; a great-grandson; her siblings and their 
spouses, Wayne & Marge Clark, Loren H. & Jeanne 
Clark, Audrey & Robert Dempsey, and Alan Clark; 
several nieces and nephews; and a special friend, 
Pauline Shortall. 

A memorial service will be held at a later date, and 
the Holmes Funeral Home of Manchester was in 
charge of the arrangements. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Masonic Home & Hospital, P.O. 
Box 70, Wallingfprd, CT 06492, or to the Shriners 
Children’s Hospital, 516 Carew St., Springfield, MA 
01104. 



In Loving Memory 
of my husband 
Leo H. Vergnanl 

Sept. 3, 1919-May 11,2001 

The years may wipe out many things, 
But this they 'll wipe out never, 
The memory of those happy days 
which we have spent together. 

Love, 

Katherine & Pete 


assessment, which violated state law and existing 

health plan contracts. T^TTIT T AYX7 
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✓y Affordable 
Ar=^. Mortgage 
Company, Inc. I 

This Week’s Special 

4 . 75 % 

15 Yr. Fixed 5.317% APR 

413-596-0166 

or Apply Online 
www.affordablemtg.com 

MA Mortgage Broker Lie. #mb1008 


NOW YOU CAN BUY CASKETS DIRECT AND SAVE “THOUSANDS” OF DOLLARS OFF 
FUNERAL COSTS. “SEE US BEFORE YOU MAKE YOUR FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS” 


Interest-free Pre-Planning with free Lay-a-ways. 

No monthly minimum payments. Financing available. 

We also accept MasterCard, Visa and American Express 

Pre-Need Planning with our Master Escrow Account 

Your money is placed in an interest bearing savings account 
in your name for your protection until the day of delivery. 
Their price: $2,200.00 Our price: $794.00 


No minimum payments required, no interest fees and no 
penalties if you cancel at any time, for any reason. You 
will receive all of your money back with interest within 
48 hours. We offer free delivery to the funeral home of 
your choice in Western Massachusetts. 

“Manufacturers Discount Casket Outlet” is a 
Wholesale Casket Distributor representing several 
National Manufacturers and has 104 casket models to choose from with 40 caskets on display 
in our showroom. All solid wood or metal caskets carry an 80-ycar warranty. 

Vist our showroom at 430 Main Street, Suite 14, Agawam - 
COUNTED PRICES 789-5559, or 24-hour Emergency Service, 204-0724 


WF, NOW SELL URNS, PET CASKETS, CEMETERY MONUMENTS AT DISCOUNTED PRICES 789-5559, or 24-hour Emergency Service, 204-0724 

* Ask about our “Group Death Benefit Plan” and save an additional 20% discount oil ot our wholesale prices. 
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Campaign 2003... 


Anthony Bonavita asks for voters’ input 


Anthony C. Bonavita, an Agawam City Councilor 
who is a candidate for Mayor, recently explained this 
early phase of his campaign. 

Bonavita stated, “I do not believe in the Ivory Tower 
philosophy of politics. Even though I have knowledge 
of and have studied the issues facing our community, 
I believe it is important to speak to our citizens to be 
certain of the needs of the community. No person in 
government should make decisions in a vacuum. I 
want to listen to and interact with the voters during this 
campaign as I have as a City Councilor. In order to 
make educated and professional decisions on issues, 
one must have a pulse of the feelings of the commu¬ 
nity. Therefore, at this stage of the campaign, I am 
concentrating on continuing to speak to voters one- 
on-one." 

Bonavita resides at 683 Cooper Street with his 
wife, Adele, and their two children, Carlo and Franca. 
Both children have graduated from Agawam High 


Hoping to continue community service in a spirit of 
activism that he hopes to bring to the City Council of 
Agawam, Owen Broadhurst of 96 Elbert Rd. has 
taken out nomination papers and declared his candi¬ 
dacy for City Council. “My politics begin in Town for 
the love of this Town,” said Broadhurst. “At a time 
when this statewide fiscal crisis is forcing many 
municipalities to choose between huge tax hikes or 
deep cuts in education and services, the Town of 
Agawam desperately needs a proactive and activist 
City Council of vision and ideas." 

Broadhurst, 32, was appointed to the Community 
Preservation Committee by the City .Council in Apri of 
2002, and serves as its secretary. He served as Town 
of Agawam coordinator for the 2002 gubernatorial 
campaign of Green Party nominee Jill Stein, and was 
instrumental in creating the Town of Agawam Green- 
Rainbow Party local soon after. He has served on the 
Board of Directors of the Agawam St. Patrick’s 
Committee both as its Clerk and public relations chair¬ 
man; and he has been a long-time civic activist, serv¬ 
ing as Treasurer for the Taxpayers for Positive 
Change political action from 1997 through 1999. 
Throughout this time, he has been employed as a cer¬ 
tified nursing aide and substitute teacher. The 1988 
Agawam High School graduate earned his B.A. from 
Westfield State College, and is pursuing a second 
teaching certificate at that college. 

Some issues Broadhurst’s campaign will focus on 
include smart growth, sustainable development, and 
zoning reform to revitalize commercial areas and fight 
sprawl; expanding public transit and discouraging 
drive-through facilities to relieve congestion and fight 
smog; encouraging energy resource and water con¬ 
servation in town buildings, and ^fuel-efficient fleet of 
vehicles, providing savings for the Town; easing the 
senior housing crisis; charter review; tax incentives for 
green and community minded enterprise; exploring 
avenues for town composting and resource recovery 
to generate revenue; hiring a full-time grant writer to 
pursue more grants; extension of sewer services; 
replacing costly detergents and chemicals used by 
town services with cost-effective natural alternatives; 
and increased cooperation between the City Council 
and School Committee, while creating new lines of 
communication between city government and resi¬ 
dents. 

“Conservation measures, open space and zoning 
reform are proven means of generating economic 
growth in a controlled and environmentally responsi- 


School and now attend college. Carlo is in his second 
year at Seton Hall Law School and Franca is a senior 
at Assumption College. 

Bonavita, 50 years old, is an attorney with offices at 
101 State Street, Springfield and has been practicting 
law for over 25 years. 

Councilor Bonavita is serving his second two-year 
term on the City Council. Presently he serves on sev¬ 
eral subcommittees, as chair of Finance, as a mem¬ 
ber of the School Budget, Zoning Review, Recreation, 
and Industrial Relations. In the past, he also served as 
chair of the Rules, chair of the Budget I, and chair of 
the Zoning Review. 

Bonavita concluded, “I do not expect this to be an 
easy campaign. I intend to work as hard as a candi¬ 
date for Mayor as I have worked as a City Councilor. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with issues that 
you believe are important to you." 


ble fashion, without eyesores, sprawl and brown¬ 
fields," Broadhurst argues. “We do not have to be the 
gas station capital of Western Mass." 

Broadhurst also believes the City Council has a 
role in enhancing educational outcomes and access. 
“The City Council holds the purse strings. No budget 
should be passed preventing students from getting 
the best possible education. The City Council needs 
to work together with the School Committee to create 
a plan for universal full-day kindergarten and elemen¬ 
tary school foreign language curricula.” 

Broadhurst argues that a conservation minded city 
government can find ways to both cut costs and and 
enhance revenue without relying as much as 
Agawam’s neighbors have on huge tax hikes or huge 
cuts in services. “Have we retrofitted existing build¬ 
ings? Are we using the most efficient appliances? Do 
we have the most fuel-efficient vehicles? Have our 
schools and municipal departments explored all avail¬ 
able water conservation methods in cooking and rest 
facilities? I believe we're wasting a small fortune,” 
Broadhurst said. “I believe we have also been opting 
out of raising a small fortune in the recycling of solid 
wastes into soil conditioners and fertilizers for sale 
and for parks and recreation needs. 

“It is only with increased citizen input and involve¬ 
ment in the process that an open, accountable, envi¬ 
ronmentally conscious, fiscally responsible, education 
friendly city government can be maintained,” 
Broadhurst contends. To that end, Broadhurst urges 
publication of meeting times for boards and agencies, 
posting of minutes on-line, the publication of inter¬ 
office memos on-line, and increased public speaking 
time for citizens at City Council. “Citizens tend to be 
treated as after-thoughts at best, and ignorant 
obstructionists at worst, by too many politicians today. 
That must change.” 

With the goal of increased citizen input and involve¬ 
ment in mind, Broadhurst promises to seek out resi¬ 
dents’ ideas and concerns. “I certainly don’t have all 
solutions and answers. Only that one great untapped 
resource that is our community does, and all who 
seek or hold public office should value that resource 
highly." 

Those who wish to volunteer for this campaign, 
who wish to make a financial contribution to this cam¬ 
paign, or who have concerns, comments or sugges¬ 
tions relative to this campaign should contact Owen 
Broadhurst at 786-1508 or thersites2467@hot 
mail.com . 
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ROSEMARY SANDLIN - from Page 5 

Peter Murrell, Jr., Director, Center for Innovation and 
Urban Education; and Wilfredo Laboy, 
Superintendent, Lawrence Public Schools. 

Mrs. Sandlin, who in addition to serving on the 
Agawam School Committee is also the Immediate 
Past President of the Massachusetts Association of 
School Committees (MASC), brought the school poli¬ 
cy maker’s perspective to the program, addressing 
education successes to date; major threats to contin¬ 
ued progress and recommendations for the teacher 
education community. 

Her comments focused on the politization of edu¬ 
cation reform issues (opposition to high stakes on the 
left; charter school/voucher proponents on the right); 
the leviathan No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation; 
and the crisis of the economy. 

Descsribing the difficulties inherent in juggling the 
mandates of NCLB and the state's MCAS require¬ 
ments in an era of shrivelling resources and 
increased numbers of physically, socially, and linguis¬ 
tically challenged students in the public school sys¬ 
tem, Mrs. Sandlin observed that the federal law is an 
accountability system “that will inevitably turn almost 
every school into an underperforming institution.” She 
also had harsh words for those who suggest that by 
criticizing aspects of the new law, “We don't care 
about lower-income, economically disadvantaged, or 
at-risk kids. That’s nonsense." 

Mrs. Sandlin suggested that school leaders and 
educators need to help educate the public on the 
onerous subtexts of these accountability systems: 
“MCAS punished students: No Child Left Behind pun¬ 
ishes administrators, schools, and school districts. 
Neither was designed with the other in mind. 
Congress has to wake up and make the federal law 
more reasonable." 

In conclusion, Mrs. Sandlin also expressed con¬ 
cern that while there is “accountability” for students 
under MCAS (failure to gain a diploma), teachers 
aren’t subject to the same standards for the under¬ 
performance of their students. This inequality of sanc¬ 
tions, she believes, is a threat to the credibility of the 
entire system. 

Mrs. Sandlin is currently Chief of Staff to State 
Senator Linda Melconian. 

The Massachusetts Association of Schools 
Committees is a nonprofit organization that repre¬ 
sents more than 2,200 Massachusetts School 
Committee members in over 330 local and regional 
school districts, providing a wide range of training pro¬ 
grams, policy development, and legal and advocacy 
support. > 

For more information, contact Jenifer Handy, 
Communications Director, Massachusetts Assoc¬ 
iation of School Committees, jhandv@masc.orQ : 
(800) 392-6023. 


KEENAN-from Page 7 

Under the agreements, the companies agree to 
refund consumers. 

The Massachusetts Legislature enacted the phar¬ 
macy assessment in Fiscal Year 2003. It requires 
pharmacies to pay an assessment to generate $36 
million annually for the Health Care Security Trust 
Fund, which will be matched by federal funds and will 
be used to fund MassHealth or Medicaid spending for 
prescription drugs. Under Division of Health Care 
Finance and Policy regulations, beginning January 1, 
2003, each pharmacy must pay quarterly assess¬ 
ments based on the number of non-Medicare and 
non-Medicaid prescriptions dispensed during the 
state’s fiscal year. The current $1.30 per prescription 
calculation is expected to drop to $.65 after June 30, 
2003. 

For example, pharmacies had posted signs adver¬ 
tising that it was “required to collect” the surcharge 
from consumers on every prescription that was not 
funded by Medicare or Medicaid. The signs in stores 
also claimed “no insurance plan intends to pay for this 
tax on behalf of its beneficiaries." 

“We are pleased that these companies agreed to 
thos settlement," Rep. Keenan said. “Many con¬ 
sumers were outraged by this extra charge. It was 
found that certain companies were falsely represent¬ 
ing that state law required them to pass the cost onto 
consumers when that just wan’t true." 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages 
each and every week ... AANU! 


Owen Broadhurst announces bid 
for seat on Agawam City Council 








THE EASTER BUNNY poses with four of the winners of the Annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by Wilson Thompson American Legion Post 
185 of Agawam. From left: 11 year-old Dan Kononitz (14 eggs), 11 year-old Andrew Lavoie (17 eggs), 11 year-old Katie Matthews (18 eggs), and 
12 year-old Alexis,Ciaconetti (15 eggs). In right photo: The Easter Bunny is shown congratulating the youngest winners of the American Legion's 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt. From left: three year-old Cameron Hartmann (11 eggs) and four year-old Troy Gallerani (12 eggs). 


Annual Easter Egg Hunt held at Legion Post 185 


On Sunday, April 6th, Wilson Thompson American 
Legion Post 185 was the site of the Town of Agawam’s 
annual Easter Egg Hunt for children 12 years of age 
and younger. Traditionally, the local children come to 
Post 185 to color eggs, color pictures, enjoy snacks, 
and have their pictures taken with the Easter Bunny. 

Children enjoy activities in the Post home while 
members of the Legion family hide eggs outside for 
each age group. The children are divided into the fol¬ 
lowing age groups: 2-4, 5-7, 8-10, and 11-12 years of 
age. 

Each group follows the Easter Bunny from the Post 


home to the front of the Post, where the children (who 
are supplied with bags) collect as many eggs as they 
can find. When all of the eggs have been collected, 
the children return to the Post home to count and 
open their “treasures.” The children collecting the 
most eggs in each age group were awarded Easter 
baskets and art kits. 

In the 2-4 age group, Cameron Hartmann collected 
11 eggs and Troy Gallerani collected 12 eggs. In the 
5-7 age group, Ryan Slayton, Erica Gallerani, and 
Andrew Bracknoeski collected seven eggs. In the 8- 
10 age group, Ashley Bissell and Brendan Teicha col¬ 
lected 15 eggs and Jacob Smith collected 17 eggs. In 


the 11-12 age group, Katie Matthews collected 18 
eggs, Andrew Lavoie collected 17 eggs, Alexis 
Giaconetti collected 15 eggs, and Dan Kononitz col¬ 
lected 14 eggs. 

All of the children leave with a bag of goodies. This 
year, between 70 and 80 children attended with their 
parents and grandparents. 

On April 23rd, the Wilson Thompson Auxiliary pre¬ 
sented free pictures to all those who attended the 
Easter Egg Hunt. April was “National Children & Youth 
Month,” and children are our most precious resource. 
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Richard Stepanik Farms 

1033 Shoemaker Lane * Feeding Hills 


Large Selection of: 

Annuals * Geraniums * Hanging Baskets 
* Perennials * Nursery Stock 


; Save $1.00 on each 10 
j Hanging Basket 

8 ~ with this ad ~ May 10th & 11th ~ 

l — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — ” 

Specializing in Flowers & Farm Fresh \ 

ICE - $1.50 - 71b. Bag 

~ We Accept VISA and MasterCard ~ 
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CpI. Jason Dieni 
assigned to Marine 
Expeditionary Unit 

Marine Corps CpI. Jason M. Dieni, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. George V. Dieni of Feeding Hills, is currently 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom while 
assigned to the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
based in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 

Elements of Dieni's unit recently joined coalition 
forces in the vicinity of Mosul, Iraq, to promote stabil¬ 
ity in the region and eliminate any pockets of Iraqi 
resistance. 

Dieni is one of more than 4,000 Pacific Fleet 
Sailors and Marines who deployed aboard the ships 
of the USS Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready Group. 

Dieni’s unit is an expeditionary intervention force 
with the ability to rapidly organize for combat opera¬ 
tions in virtually any environment. MEUs are com¬ 
posed of more than 2,000 personnel and are divided 
into an infantry battalion, aircraft squadron, support 
group, and command element. With this combination, 
Dieni’s unit supplies and sustains itself for either quick 
mission accomplishment or clearing the way for fol¬ 
low-on forces. 

Dieni is a 1998 graduate of Agawam High School 
and joined the Marine Corps in September 1999. For 
more information on the deployment and high resolu¬ 
tion photographs, please visit the 26th MEU website 
at www.26meu.usmc.mil . 


Agawam police help Special Olympics... 



ON THURSDAY, APRIL 24TH, Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding Hills hosted the "Tip A 
Cop" fundraiser, whereby members of the Agawam Police Department served as waiters and 
waitresses that evening and donated all of their tips to the Special Olympics. Pictured above are 
just some of the Agawam police officers who participated in this worthwhile event (from left): 
John Field, Rich McDonnell, Karen Langevin, Michael Gruska, and Kris LaBelle. Advertiser News 

photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Italian Women’s 
Club to meet 
May 19th 


Agawam Lions 
Club to sponsor 
“Ride for Sight” 


St. Patrick’s Comm. 

to hold annual 
meeting and elections 

The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee will hold their 
annual meeting and election of officers and directors 
on Thursday, May 15th at 7:00 p.m. in the meeting 
room of the Lower Church at St. John the Evangelist, 
833 Main St., Agawam. 

William Pfau, president, asks that all members 
attend this meeting. Anyone who is interested in join¬ 
ing the Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee will be wel¬ 
come. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any arti¬ 
cles, press releases, letters, etc., that 
can be brought in on Mondays. Thank 
you for your cooperation in this matter... 

ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


The May meeting of the Italian Women's Club will 
be held on Monday, May 19th at Salvatore’s 
Restaurant, 1333 Boston Road, Springfield. 
Membership is open to all Italian women, either born 
or married to an Italian. 

Dinner will be served promptly at 6:30 p.m. 

This month’s hostesses are Mrs. Romona Carando 
and Mrs. Chris Langone. For information on the meet¬ 
ing, please call 783-6579 or 782-4086. 

For information on the IWC, write to Barbara 
Murray, c/o IWC, P.O. Box 5621, Springfield, MA 
01101 . 


The Agawam Lions Club will sponsor the “Ride for 
Sight” on Sunday, June 1st from 12:00 noon-4:00 
p.m. at Robinson State Park. 

Proceeds will benefit Massachusetts Eye 
Research. Cost is $15 per person; $5 for children 
under 12. Participants have the choice of a five-, 10-, 
17-, or 25-mile bike ride. Free food, a water bottle, 
and a chance to win prizes will be offered. Helmets 
are required. 

Registration forms may be picked up at Fitness 
First in Feeding Hills, Blimpies in Feeding Hills, and 
Robinson State Park. 

For more information or registration forms, call 
860-654-5580. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and 
every week ... AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


THIS AIN'T YOUR 
GRANDMA'S AEROBICS SLASS 

Kardio Kickbox is high 
energy, explosive, exciting 
and motivating; it's the 
non-coniact, full-body 
workout with the kicks of 
martial arts & the punches 
from boxing. 

Kardio Kickbox will give 
you the results you’ve 
always wanted,while also 
learning basic self defense 
skills. From shoulders to 
calves you will become 
lean & strong. You’ll 
tighten,, tone & firm your 
body burning more fat than 

any other workout, _ 

increasing your self-confidence & reducing your stress level. Kardio 
Kickbox is for everyone - from those who want to get in shape to those 
looking for the ultimate workout. . 



More Fun...Incredible Results! 


f^SrSfoUlUtBox ' 


FREE INTRODUCTORY CLASS TO ALL 
WOMEN IN THE COMMUNITY 
- LIMITED TIME ONLY- 


Call 786-4158 today for 
schedule and location nearest you 


Alan L. Ferrigno 

Attorney at Law 




546 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-9454 

* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid Planning/Wills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 25 years professional experience 
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“Beauty 


by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic 
339 Walnut Street Ext. 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


Looking great at any age! 

(Part 2) 

FORTIES 

* Hormone production is reduced, causing less oil 
production leaving dryness and less elasticity, uneven 
pigmentation, and small lines around eyes and 
mouth. Now you must be really dedicated to your 
moisturizer. 

* Spider veins and age spots appear on hands and 
face. Spider veins can be treated with laser correction 
or electrocoagulation, which destroys the vessel by 
passing a low voltage current through a needle. 
Camouflage is an easy way to hide these by using a 
special cover make-up like Dermablend. Age spots 
can be treated with over-the-counter or prescription 
skin-bleaching products, tretinoin (Retin A/Renova), 
chemical peels, and laser correction. A dermatologist 
can also freeze off age spots. 

* A condition called rosacea may develop and can 
be confused with acne. It is a disorder of the blood 
vessels. The root causes are unclear, but many things 
can trigger it. There is no cure, but medication from 
your doctor or dermatologist such as oral and topical 
antibiotics and steroids can help. If you suffer period¬ 
ically, then try our new rosacea line from Pevonia. 
Visit Kathleen, our esthetician, who is highly 
trained and can answer all your questions about 
skin care. 

FIFTIES 

* Everything you have or haven’t done to your skin 
now will make itself known. Body process slows 
down, so exercise is important to keep up circulation 
so oxygen and nutrients can get to skin cells to func¬ 
tion at greater efficiency. 

*. Hormonal changes can cause occasional break¬ 
outs, but these are not long lasting and a mild over- 
the-counter blemish cream can help. 

* Face lifts are a thought for women in this age 
bracket. If it seems too invasive, you may want to con¬ 
sider a laser peel, collagen injection, or Botox. My 
suggestion would be to try one of Kathleen s cus¬ 
tomized facial treatments and get a complimenta¬ 
ry make-over, I can personally recommend this! 

* Skin cancer is greater now, so self-exam plus 
yearly exams by your dermatologist are a must for 
early detection of questionable marks. 

SIXTIES AND UP 

* Your skin is now noticeably more mature and 
obviously you’re going to have wrinkles. The best 
thing now is to focus on keeping skin tone as even as 

possible. Try our new supreme facial experience to 
add a healthy balance of hydration and revitalize 

your skin. 

* Skin is thinner and can burn easily, so use a high 
SPF, hats and sunglasses are a must, and extra cloth¬ 
ing to cover exposed skin can also help protect deli¬ 
cate skin. 

* Keep make-up at a minimum using soft shades of 
lip color with slight depth. 

* Regular haircuts to maintain a style will help you 
to look like you are aging gracefully. 

* Pamper your body with moisture washes and 
lightly scented moisturizers. 

Thought for a smile: two birds fighting over a 
piece of string. 

Helping you look great because ... BEAUTY IS 
OUR BUSINESS! 

For the best in local 
goods and services, be 
sure to check our classi¬ 
fieds each and every 
week...AANH! 


Do it BIG 

DO IT RIGHT 

and do it with 

STYLE. 


John Rush in 




Catch the spirit (and perhaps some cash) ■ 
at one of our 

150th Anniversary Celebrations 


Thursdays ioam/ipm 

May 8 - 655 Main Street, Agawam 
May 1 5 ' 300 Southampton Road, Westfield 
May 22 - 462 College Highway, Southwick 
May 29 - 382 North Main Street, East Longmeadow 
June 5 - 1342 Liberty Street, Springfield 
June 12 - 1642 Northampton Street, Holyoke 

Friday ioam^pm 

June 13 ' 1341 Main Street, Springfield 

Still here, still local, still sharing the wealth 
with our communities. 


w. 


WESTFIELD BANK 


MEMBER, FDIC 


CELEBRATING 15 


YEARS 
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CHRISTINE MACHOS 

Benefit dance to 

be field for 
Christine Machos 

A benefit dance will be held on June 7th for 
Christine Machos of Agawam. Chris was in a car acci¬ 
dent and subsequently has been left disabled. Chris 
has lived in Agawam, for 25 years with her husband, 
Phil, and sons, Brian and Evan. 

Most recently, Chris was employed at Mercy 
Medical Center in the recovery room and prior to that, 
she worked at Baystate Medical Center for 25 years. 
Nurses from both Mercy and Baystate medical cen¬ 
ters are collaborating to raise funds for Chris and her 
family. 

Chris is well-known for her compassion and caring 
in her nursing profession and personal life. She has 
done volunteer work for the Agawam community and 
for St. David’s Episcopal Church. 

The benefit dance is at St. Anthony’s Cedar Hall at 
375 Island Pond Road, Springfield. There will be din¬ 
ner, DJ/dancing, and raffles. Tickets are $25 per per¬ 
son with a cash bar. Tickets may be obtained by call- 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

“Westfield In Bloom” 
at Stanley Park 


May 8, 2003 


Something sweet for 
“Mom” at Giovanni’s 



On Saturday, May 10th, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., area residents and regional visitors are invited 
to visit Stanley Park for opening-day festivities as 
“Westfield In Bloom” celebrates National Wildflower 
Week with a wide array of activities and spectacular 
gardens in bloom. 

There will be garden tours through the Edward F. 
Piela Woodland Wildflower Garden, and a wildflower 
plant sale (beginning at 8:00 a.m.) will feature over 70 
species of hard-to-find and unique native wildflowers. 

Featured programs throughout the day will include: 

* 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - “Westfield In Bloom” 
Wildflower Plant Sale: An extensive collection of 
potted wildflowers and ferns including such treasured 
species as Jack-in-the-puplit, Wild Ginger, 
Dutchmen’s Breeches, Purple Coneflower, Wild 
Bleeding Heart, Cardinal Flower, American Ginseng, 
Columbine, and Fringed Gentian. Located in the main 
parking lot near the Carillon Bell Tower and Rose 
Gardens. Come early for best selections. 

* 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon - “A First Lady’s 
Legacy - The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center”: Led by Damon Waitt, Ph.D., Senior Botanist 
of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, Austin, 
TX. Held in the Park Pavilion and followed by a gar¬ 
den tour. 

* 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. - “How To Grow Native 
Plants In Our Gardens - Clues From Nature”: 

Featuring Tom Smarr, Caretaker, Rare 'and 
Endangered Species Garden, Garden In The Woods, 
New England Wildflower Society. Held in the Park 
Pavilion and followed by a garden tour. 

All of these events are free to the public and will be 
held rain or shine. Stanley Park is located at 400 
Western Avenue in Westfield. 

For further information, call (413) 568-9312 or log 
onto stanlevpark.org for event details, directions, and 
park maps. 


GIOVANNI S ITALIAN PASTRIES, located 
on Main Street, Agawam Center, is getting 
ready for Mother’s Day with its famous pies, 
cakes, and pastries. Remember to stop in and 
surprise "Mom" with a special treat from 
Giovanni’s. Above, co-owner Teresa Russo dis¬ 
plays the ever-popular cookie tray. Order 
early by calling 789-8900. Advertiser News photo by 

Kathy Shepard. 


American Legion to host May 20th dinner 

The Agawam American Legion Post 185 will be and for all others, it will be $7. 
hosting a boiled ham dinner. This will include all the 

fixings and will be held on May 20th from 5:00-7:00 Come out and en J°y a 9 reat ™a\ and meet with 
p.m. your neighbors! For more information, contact Bill 

The price for seniors and children under 10 is $5.50 Quesnel at 532-9527 or the Post at 786-4806. 


on May 10th 



CARPET VINYL TILE Laminate 


ing any of the following numbers: Linda Progulski, 
786-9708; Ann Marie Rivest, 527-0807; Barbara 
Mickna, 786-0067; Cathy Kalenkowicz, 736-6508; 
Anne Distefano, 733-4377; or Maria Scoville, 786- 
0771. 


Lardy? Lordy 
Michael Morassi 

is 40! 


Love, 

Anna, Anthony, Marissa and 
Christopher 


RUG & TILE 

...the Place to Be! 


Quick-step 

LAMINATE FLOORING pf 

$^.75 7“ Al 

A=j sq.ft. L a £ 


$2 


Reg. $3.80 
sq.ft. 


Constucted for durability and long-lasting beauty. Laminate 
flooring is ideal for any room in your home. 


CL HOSKINS tile 

16 Southwick St. • Feeding Hills, MA 
(413) 786-8085 

* ihbcy ( V///K7... ih,' Place to lit 


X Store Hours: 

' fH £5£ ls * | \ Mon., Tues., -^4,. 

-_♦. I A Wed.9-5pm 

Hoskin ^5 **• '*' • /Ttiurs. & Fii. 9-8 pm £ri ' 

■sRugnJi Sat. 9-4 pm 
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Stanley Svec to pet form... 

Roswell Civil War 
Round Table to 
meet May 14th 

The next meeting of The Roswell Civil War Round 
Table will be held at the American Legion Hall. Post 
185, 478 Springfield Street, Agawam on Wednesday, 
May 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

The program will feature an evening of Civil War 
story and song presented by re-enactor Stanley Svec 
of Westfield. Mr. Svec earned his master’s degree in 
history from Westfield State College and has taught 
that subject in West Springfield for 16 years. He is a 
performer in living history events and will appear in 
uniform and character of a Civil War soldier. His pro¬ 
gram will include various types of Civil War music. 

The meeting is free and open to the general public. 
Children under the age of 15 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. Light refreshments will be 
offered. 

Call Wendall Haire at 789-0877 for more informa¬ 
tion. 

Mothers of Twins 
Club donates book 
to Agawam Library 

The Hampden County Mothers of Twins Club 
(HCMOTC) has donated the book Twins to Quints 
compiled by the National Organization of Mothers of 
Twins Clubs (NOMOTC) to the Agawam Public 
Library located at 750 Cooper Street, Agawam. This 
book donation is an annual event put on by the club. 
Each year, a different library is selected to receive a 
book or video relating to multiple births in an effort to 
reach out and support more parents of multiples. 

Every local library in Hampden County, as well as 
Somers and Enfield, Connecticut, has received 
Elizabeth Noble’s book Having Twins over the past 
years from the HCMOTC. The club is now in the 
process of distributing copies of Twins to Quints to 
these libraries. 

Local members of the club were on hand on April 
24th with their children to present the book to the 
Library Director, Judy Clini. 

The Hampden County Mothers of Twins Club is a 
local, non-profit organization, which provides informa¬ 
tion and support to families with multiple births. The 
club meets monthly on the first Monday of the month 
at Baystate Medical Center. New members are 
always welcome. 

For more information, contact Patty Reardon, club 
librarian, at 569-5945 or apicti@iuno.com . 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

From the Sesquicentennial Comm... 

“Song of the Month” 
for May 2003 

In conjunction with the “Coliseum Spectacular” in 
May 2005, The Agawam Advertiser News will contin¬ 
ue presenting a “Song of the Month” during the school 
year. Students at all levels will be getting to know 
them as well. 

The monthly news edition will enable others in the 
town to also become familiar with the songs, some of 
which will include audience participation. Students 
and interested community members are encouraged 
to “make up" their own song books as this process 
evolves. They will also continue to be presented on 
the Channel 15 Cable TV program at 5:00 on 
Wednesday evenings. 

Song of the Month for May 2003 - 
“BY THE BEAUTIFUL SEA" (1914) 

Lyrics by Harold R. Atteridge 
Music by Harry Carroll 

By The Sea, By The Sea, By The Beautiful Sea 

You and I, You and I, oh how happy well be. 
When each wave comes a-rolling in 
We^will duck or swim, and well float 
And fool around the water. 

Over and under, and then up for air. 

Pa is rich, Ma is rich, so now what do we care? 

I love to be beside your side, beside the sea, 
Beside the seaside, by the beautiful sea. 

Introduced in vaudeville by the Stanford Brothers, 
this song was performed by Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers in the movie “The Story of Irene and Vernon 
Castle" in 1939. Constance Moore sang it in the 
movie "Atlantic City” in 1944, and a girls' chorus per¬ 
formed it in the movie “Some Like It Hot" in 1959. 

Although Agawam does not have a seaside, the 
front area of Riverside in its earlier years had a man¬ 
made swimming pool which was one of the largest in 
the country. It was called “Lake Tackadip." 

In 1939, the Park was purchased by the Stuart 
Amusement Company under the managership of 
Edward J. Carroll, who was then a theatre owner in 
Boston. Mr. Carroll converted the main front area into 
the first drive-in theatre in the East. In time, the drive- 
in theatre was eliminated to provide more parking and 
the large swimming pool was given up. 

With the advent of "Six Flags," some of the area 
was made into a Water Park, so it became Agawam’s 
"seashore" again. With the present expansion to dou¬ 
ble the size of the Water Park, it has become one of 
the most expansive in the country. 

For all the hometown 
news, you turn our pages 
each and every week ... 
AANU! 
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Friends of the 
Senior Center to 
host bottle/can drive 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will be 
holding a can & bottle drive as a fundraiser for pur¬ 
chasing furnishings for the expansion of the Senior 
Center. 

A large box will be in front of the Senior Center on 
Saturday, May 10th from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Please 
save them up until the 10th of May and help us. We 
need all the help we can get. Thank you for helping us 
in the fundraiser. 

Local families 
invited to programs 
at Agawam Library 

The Agawam Public Library is pleased to invite 
families of Agawam and Feeding Hills to our exciting 
and entertaining programs in May. Registration for 
programs may be done in person at the library or by 
calling 789-1550, ext. 114. 

Zoo Station - Reptiles: Saturday, May 17th at 
11:00 a.m. forages three and up. Meet four groups of 
scaly animals and find out some interesting facts. 

Petit Puppet Plays: Saturday, May 31st at 11:00 
a.m. for ages three and up. You and Me Puppets 
presents small plays in the Victorian Toy Theater 
style. 

* — ■—-- ----* ~ -a 

Agawam Senior Ctr’s I 
weekly lunch menu j 

Mon., 5/12: Tortellini soup, meatball grinder, ! 
tossed salad, watermelon. o 

— ' D 

Tues., 5/13: Chicken breast marsala, baked B 

potato, mixed veggies, birthday cake. o 

Wed., 5/14: Roast turkey w/gravy, stuffing, zuc- 0 

chini, tapioca pudding. ." ' o 

Thurs., 5/15: Chili on a baked potato, tossed d 
salad, cornbread, peaches. .. 1 

Fri., 5/16: Tuna noodle casserole, cole slaw, o 
applesauce. 


(All meals are served with whole-grain 
breads/rolls; menu subject to change without 
notice.) 



John & Marian 

O ’Krongiy 
celebrate 25 years! 


May 13, 1978 - 2003 



Love, 

Johnny & Megan 


Rejean J. Remillard 

Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp. * Liability * IRA’S 
Conveniently Located In Feeding Hills Center 

“Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles” 

Your Local Family Owned And Operated Agency Since 1970 



23 Southwick Street 

f) 

,p//am ) 

Feeding Hills 

w 

ag«iw«U¥t 

(i am** it r/wiM 


(413) 789-3070 



Open Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am to Noon 
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Hunting for eggs 
at Fitness First.,. 
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Local Rotarians host Study Exchange 


May 8, 2003 


VISITORS FROM THE Rotary Foundation Group Study Exchange were the guest speakers at 
last month’s meeting, which was held at Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding Hills. From.let: 
Suchitra Kamath (Rotary District 3180, India), Agawam Rotarian Walt Ciaschim, Vijic^a 
Shenoy and Molly Chaudhuri (Rotary District 3180), Agawam Rotarian Linda Northup Vitro, 
Dr. K. Ravi Appaji (Team Leader, Rotary District 3180), Agawam Rotarian Lowell McLane, 
and Anil Humar (Rotary District 3180). Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

Ninth Annual Dinner Dance held 


ABOUT 65 CHILDREN brought in their bas¬ 
kets and hunted for eggs outside on Fitness 
First’s lawn and in. the bushes. In photo above: 
Mary Alice Garvin of Feeding Hills with her 
daughter, Angela, and Tina LeBeau of 
Agawam with her daughter, Gabrielle. 

A.R.E. spring mtg. 
set for Wed., May 14th 

The semi-annual meeting of A.R.E. will be held on 
Wednesday, May 14th at the Agawam Congregational 
Church Fellowship Hall on Main Street. The meeting 
will start at 1:30. 

Representative Dan Keenan has been invited to 
speak on any legislative initiatives dealing with local, 
county, and state retirees, as well as cuts being made 
by the Governor in many programs affecting retirees. 

Richard Theroux, chairman of the county fund, will 
also be at the meeting to answer any questions 
regarding the Hampden County pension fund, which 
at this writing is in sound shape. 

The primary theme of the meeting is our health 
insurance program in Agawam. Again this year, the 
cost will be going up and there will be changes in the 
co-pays. There have been problems with Blue Care 
65 and the Insurance Advisory Committee and, there¬ 
fore, Blue Cross representatives will be in attendance 
to offer an alternative to this program and to answer 
any questions pertaining to all Blue Cross plans for 
our members. It is very important that our members 
who have Blue Care 65 be in attendance. 

Colleen Hebert, Town Personnel Director, will be 
on hand to help process any necessary changes in 
your health plan. These changes must be processed 
during June because the anniversary of all health 
policies is July 1, 2003. 

The Government Pension Offset and WEP affect 
some of our members and at this meeting, it is 
planned to try to identify those affected and to organ¬ 
ize a campaign that would include letter-writing, 
phone calls, and e-mail. A desk at the entrance will 
function as a place to sign up with your fellow mem¬ 
bers to work towards the full repeal of the GPO/WEP. 


for Epilepsy 

The Western Massachusetts Epilepsy Awareness 
Committee hosted its Ninth Annual Dinner Dance for 
Epilepsy Awareness and Silent Auction on Saturday 
evening, March 8th, at Chez Josef in Agawam. This 
year’s recipient of the “Inspiration for a Cure 
Award” went to Dr. Gregory L. Holmes, Chief of 
Neurology at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. 

Dr. Holmes has dedicated himself to helping oth¬ 
ers, and it has been his dedication to his patients; his 
commitment to our special camp, “Wee Kan Tu" - A 
Camp for Champs; and his research that inspired the 
WMEAC to select and honor him with this year’s 
award. 

Dr. Holmes is recognized as someone who goes 
above and beyond to make a difference in the lives of 
people with epilepsy. He joins such past recipients as 
Dr. Joseph Donnelly, Dr. Ed Bromfield, Bill Murphy, Dr. 
George Howard, Millicent Kelly, L.D., R.D., and Dr. 
Fred Hirschenfang to receive this prestigious award. 

Over 600 people attended this incredible event, 
including many members of the Professional Advisory 
Board and the Board of Directors of the EFM & Rl. 
Many of Dr. Holmes’ family, friends, and colleagues, 
were also on hand to congratulate tiTm on receiving 
his award. 

The WMEAC was also delighted to have Alexia 
Gomes and her parents on hand to help us celebrate 
this evening. Alexia is a nine year-old girl from 
Beverly, Massachusetts who had just undergone 
major brain surgery to stop her daily seizures in 
January. We are all excited to announce that Alexia 
has been seizure-free since her surgery. We all wish 
her success on her rehabilitation. 

This year’s event raised in excess of $40,000! 
Process from this event will help fund Dr. Gregory 
Holmes’ research project - which he has called “The 
Search for a Cure Fund” - and the James “Jay” Lyons 
and George Howard scholarships. 

The WMEAC is comprised of approximately 20 
committed people. Our main goal is to bring epilepsy 
awareness to our surrounding communities and to 
provide support for organizations that render services 


Awareness 



DR. GREGORY HOLMES and his favorite 
patient, Michael Pietroniro of Agawam, at the 
Dinner Dance for Epilepsy Awareness. 


to the thousands of people who live with epilepsy 
every day. 

Congratulations to the Western Massachusetts 
Epilepsy Awareness Committee for all of their hard 
work and for their commitment to those living with 
epilepsy every day and to Dr. Gregory Holmes - this 
year’s “Inspiration for a Cure Award” recipient. 

Please mark your calendars and plan on joining 
us for our 10th Gala Finale on March 6, 2004! 


Friends of Sr. Center to host fashion show 


Please help yourself and others affected, to receive 
those Social Security benefits so far denied to retired 
workers in the 15 affected states. 

Finally, if you are not yet a member of A.R.E., we 
urge you to join with more than 145 current members 
in our endeavors to have a voice in our future. Dues 
are $5 per year and the money is used to cover mail¬ 
ing costs and for rental of the meeting place. 


The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will be 
sponsoring a fashion show and brunch on Sunday, 
May 18th, in the Tivoli Room of Chez Josef. 

Fashions are by Lorraine’s Fashion Showcase in 
Holyoke. 

The social hour is at 12:30 pm. Brunch will be at 
1:00 p.m., followed by the fashion show. Raffles and 


door prizes are available; the donation is $25. 

Tickets may be ordered at the Agawam Senior 
Center. 

For table reservations, call Cathy Sears at 786- 
9526 or Elaine Smith at 786-3091. 

There are still tickets and tables available for the 
Fashion Show. It’s not too late to order the tickets. 
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g) Church News 

Local Knights of Columbus host ziti & meatball supper, 


THE AGAWAM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS sponsored a ziti & meatball supper recently at St. John the Evangelist Church Parish Center in 
Agawam. In left photo: Past Grand Knights Bob Sullivan and James Jenks sold tickets to the hungry townspeople who attended the supper. In 
right photo (clockwise from left): Maryann Kinney, Eileen McMahon, Kathy McMahon, Ann\’ager, and Margie Fish enjoyed good food and good 
conversation at tfie K of C's ziti & meatball supper. Advertiser News photos by Kathy^Shepard. 



Parish Cupboard surpasses its fundraising 
goal with over $41,000 in donations 


Christian healing 
ministry slated at 
Ag. Congregational 

A. Chrrisitian healing ministry - "Perfect Peace" - will 
take place at the Agawam Congregational Church, 
745 Main Street, on Sunday afternoon, May 11th, 
beginning at 4:00 p.m. This ministry is being spon¬ 
sored by- the Western Massachusetts Greater 
S-pringfield Chapter of the Order of St. Luke: Music 
will be provided by Tracy Nawskon. 

The service will include praise and worship, teach¬ 
ing and healing prayer (which includes anointing and 
the laying on of hands for healing). This will be fol¬ 
lowed b i y refreshments with a “literature table." 

The speaker will be the Reverend Peter Patterson, 
Associate Pastor at Bethany Assembly of God in 
Agawam. His responsibilities include pastoral coun¬ 
seling, and he has served in this position for the last 
eiight years. 

Pastor Peter will speak with us about the peace 
J-esus promised. 

For further information, please call the Agawam 
Congregational Church at 786-7111. 


The Parish Cupboard surpassed its goal in the priority our supporters put on helping their neighbors." 
Cash for Cupboard campaign. The effort raised over Over 450 separate donations were received, but 
$41,000 during the months of March and April. All the many more people were involved. Students from fo'ur 
funds will be used to feed and clothe citizens of schools collected food during March and April: 
Agawam, Feeding Hills, and West Springfield. Granger School in Feeding Hills, Tatham Elementary 

The “thank you” sign is up on the Parish Cupboard Fausey Elementary in West Springfield, and the West 
building at 1023 Main Street in West Springfield. The Springfield High School. “Special thanks to their 
agency has been serving our neighbors for over 15 teachers and parents," said Mrs. Boucher, 
years. This campaign has gained momentum because <of 

Emergency groceries are provided to families and the challenge from Alan Shawn Feinstein or 
elderly; home-cooked meals are provided in the din- Providence, Rhode Island. Mr. Feinstein has pledged 
ing room and local residents, businesses, and church- $1 million to agencies like the Parish Cupboard who 
es provide the food and needed funds. raise funds during these two months. 

“The Parish Cupboard exists because of the gen- The Parish Cupboard will receive a percentage -of 
erosity of Agawam, Feeding Hills, and West the $1 million, depending on how many other agen- 
Springfield citizens who care about their neighbors, cies raise money. The total amount sent to Mr. 
The Parish Cupboard exists because some of our Feinstein, including the value assigned to the donated 
neighbors really need help," said Candy Boucher, food fr° m the students, is $43,656.37. 

Executive Director of the Parish Cupboard. "Thank Parish Cupboard operating hours are Monday 
you to our friends who made a donation to this cam- through Friday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. and Wednesday 
paign. A commitment made this spring with all the evening, 4:00-6:00 p.m. For more information, call 
rinuhts about the economv, points to the tremendous 734-7969. 


Seasons Of Motherhood 


Quality Home Care 

Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 


To everything there is a season, a time foir every purpose under heaven. —Ecclesiastes 3:1 


As a pastor, I’ve ministered tormany women during their seasons of motherhood. I have called 
on mothers in the hospital and rejoiced witihtfbem for their precious baby who had come into the 
world. I’ve counseled with anxious motherland tried to assure them that God was watching over 
their rebellious teenager. I’ve stood with miolluers at the bedside of an injured or ill child and felt 
their pain. And I’ve cried with therm in their grief when their son or daughter died. 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, also experienced these times of joy and sorrow. What joy when the 
Christ-child was bom! (Luike 2:7) What excitement when the shepherds and later the wise men 
came to worship Him! (w.8-20; Matthew 2:1-12). What uneasiness when Simeon prophesied that 
a sword would pierce her soul! (Luke2i35>. And what heart-wrenching grief as Mary watched her 
Son dying on the cross! (John 19:25-30). Bait liner seasons of motherhood didn’t end with that terri¬ 
ble scene. She rejoiced that He rose from the grave. And because she trusted Him as her Savior, she 
is now in heaven with Him. 

A mother experiences great joys and intense sorrows. But if she submits her life to God, every 
season of her motherhood serves Has eternal purposes. —Herb Vander Lugt 

Tkeank You, hard, for motherhood 
With a:H its vale of tears, 

For hippy moments never dimmed 
Through aill the many years. —Strecker 
Motherhood is a sacred partnership with God. 
www. agawam ch urch. org 


Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Ho me making, 
Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 
From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you may ha 
Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 
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Announcements from 
Sacred Heart Church 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday Masses: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m. 

Monday Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday Masses: 8:00 
a.m. 

Thursday Eucharistic Prayer Service: 8:00 a.m. 

Holy Day Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Holy Day: 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Sacred Heart Parish Office Hours 

Mon.-Thurs.: 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; Fri.: 9:00 a.m.- 
5:00 p.m. Office is closed on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and Holidays. 

Weekly Calendar 

Mon., May 12th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary for World 
Peace, Church. 

Wed., May 14th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary for World 
Peace, Church; 5:15 p.m., Weight Watchers, Center; 
7:00 p.m., Senior Choir rehearsal, Church. 

***** 

Rosary for World Peace: The Rosary for World 
Peace is recited every Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. 
and also every Wednesday morning after the 8:00 
a.m. Mass. 

First Holy Communion Children: The First Holy 
Communion children are asked to gather in church on 
Sunday, May 11th, Mother’s Day, by 10:45 a.m. for 
the 11:00 a.m. Mass. There will be a reserved section 
for the children and their families. Within the Mass, 
the children will gather around the statue of the 
Blessed Mother forher crowning. 

Confirmation Class: Wednesday evening, April 
30th, Monsignor Richard Sniezyk confirmed 51 young 
women and men in our parish. They were outstand¬ 
ing. We are very proud of these fine representatives 
of our parish family. Through the Religious Education 
program, they have grown in stature and wisdom. 
May you continue to walk more deeply with the Lord 
and with our parish family. God bless. You are all ter¬ 
rific! 

Thank You: Our parish celebrations during Holy 
Week, theTriduum, and Easter were inspirational and 
meaningful. I applaud the Senior Choir under the 
direction of Jeannette Denoncourt for their musical 
selections that enhanced the liturgies immensely. I 
am grateful to the altar servers, the persons who dec¬ 
orated the altars, the various ministries involved in the 
different services, the People of God, the Junior 
Choir, and those who volunteered for the numerous 
calls to serve. God bless you. With our lives living in 
the Heart of Jesus, may we bear an abundance of 
good deeds. 

“Church News” is just one more 
reason why you turn our pages each 
& every week ... Advertiser flews!!! 
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News & notes from 
Ag. Congregational 

Agawam Congregational Church (745 Main Street) 
where the Holy Spirit is alive, uniting people with 
Christ through transforming ministries, vibrant wor¬ 
ship, diligent study, and warm fellowship. 

This Sunday (May 11th), we will be celebrating the 
“Festival of The Christian Home and Mother’s Day.” 
Reverend Earl will preach on the series of “Men and 
Women Changed By Jesus: Meeting Mary - The 
Woman For All Seasons.” 

We congratulate Mr. & Mrs. Bill Blackak, who, on 
Saturday, May 10th, will celebrate the joining togeth¬ 
er in marriage. Our services are at: - 9:00 a.m. for the 
Contemporary Service : - 10:30 a.m. for the Traditional 
Service . 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Men’s Ministry Breakfast: This Saturday, May 
10th at Cook’s in the Kitchen at 7:30 a.m. 

Campership Auction: It’s not too late to bid on our 
auction! Please contact Jessica Hansen at the church 
office at 786-7111. Bid sheets are available at the 
church. The auction will be held on May 11th, 18th, 
and 25th. 

Christian Healing Ministry: The next Order of St. 
Luke Healing Service will take place on Sunday, May 
11th, at 4:00 p.m. at the church. Our speaker will be 
the Reverend Peter Patterson. He is the Associate 
Pastor at Bethany Assembly of God in Agawam. 
“Perfect Peace” is the theme. Mark this date on your 
calendars and we hope to see you there. Also, look 
for information on our upcoming Conference with 
Nigel Mumford. 

Camps At A Glance: Camps are sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Conference, U.C.C. For more infor¬ 
mation and registration, please see Jessica Hansen 
or call the church office at 786-7111. Various camps 
for different ages begin in July and run through 
August. 

Memorial Day Sunday: On Sunday, May 25th, we 
will celebrate Memorial Day Sunday with a service to 
honor all of our veterans. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sun. (5/11): 9:00 a.m., Contemporary Worship; 
10:30 a.m., Traditional Worship; 4:00 p.m., Order of 
St. Luke Healing Service. 

Mon.: 7:00 p.m., Deacons 

Tues.: 7:00 p.m., Trustees 

Wed.: 9:30 a.m., Playgroup; 6:00 p.m. f Praise 
Band; 6:00 p.m., Choir Dinner 

★ * * 

Come and be blessed at either service as the Holy 
Spirit refreshes your soul. There is Church School 
and childcare available during the service. Also, fol¬ 
lowing the service there is a fellowship hour in Bryan 
Hall. Pastor Earl and his wife, Barbara?are also mem¬ 
bers of the Order of St. Luke and are always available 
for prayer after the service. 

For further information, call 786-7111. 


Eye Care & EyeWear 
-CENTER- 

PROFESSIONAL CO. 


Complete Family Eyecare 

• Specializing in Contact Lens 

• Adult and Pediatric Exams 

• Optical Shop on premises 
with licensed Optician 

•OFFER GOOD 
APRIL 15-JULY 21 


Dr. Madonna Santos 
15 years experience 
Falamos Portugues 
Most insurances accepted 

170 Main Street, Agawam • 789-7711 


Hours: Tue. - Fri. 9-5:30 • Saturday 9-1 • Evening Appointment by request 


- F r ame s-b y :- 

MARCHON' FLEXON 

maitmon oycwnarf 

DKNY nautica FENDI 

RexonS Is o rogislorod irodcmari* ot Marchon Eyewear. Inc. 




Chicken 
supper slated 
at VCC 

Valley Community Church 
will be holding a chicken 
supper on Saturday, May 
10th, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
at the church (152 South 
Westfield Street, Feeding 
Hills). 

The menu will consist of 
half a baked chicken, stuff¬ 
ing, gravy, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables, salad, condi¬ 
ments, rolls, and choice of 
homemade dessert. 

The donation is $8 for 
adults, $4 for children 12 
years of age and under. For 
reservations, call -Shirley, 
786-2576,- or the church, 
786-2445. 


May 8, 2003 

You are invited to 
F.H. Congregational 

On the second Sunday of each month, Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
has a special offering to support the ministries of 
Parish Cupboard in West Springfield. Parish 
Cupboard is a Para-church organization with a spe¬ 
cific mission - to meet the needs of the poor in West 
Springfield, Agawam, and to a lesser extent, other 
nearby communities. Located at 1023 Main Street, it 
provides emergency food, free meals, clothing and 
household items, healthcare for the homeless, and 
parenting programs. 

Its resources come from volunteers, donations, 
and grants. Parish Cupboard started life in the 1970s 
as a ministry of a local congregation in West 
Springfield, but the need quickly outstripped the 
resources of any one church. By 1986, it had been 
spun off as a non-profit corporation with its own Board 
of Directors operating under the overall direction of 
the West Springfield Parish Association. 

Feeding Hills Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ has been a steady supporter ever 
since, providing a carload of non-perishable food and 
clothing each month as well as cash support at vari¬ 
ous times. 

This Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Easter and the 
focus of Scripture is on the first followers of Jesus. 
Sunday worship will be at 10:00. Our pastor, the Rev. 
Rob Donaldson, will speak on the First Letter of John, 
chapter 3, verses 16-24. His sermon is entitled, “What 
God Looks For in Us.” If God calls us as a church to 
be the vehicle of God's love in this world, how can we 

best respond to God’s call?" 

★ * ★ 

The person who reads the Bible passage on which 
Rev. Rob’s sermon is based, is called the lector. Our 
lector this Sunday will be Margaret Johnson, who is 
also our organist and choir director. Chris and Tom 
Chapman will welcome you to worship and usher you 
to your seat. 

* * * 

Our Confirmation class and choir will meet on 
Wednesday evening at 7 and 7:30, respectively. 

★ * ★ 

If you’re searching for a new church to call home, 
we hope you’ll visit us at Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ. Please call our 
office at (413) 786-5061, or e-mail us at feedinahill- 
succ@earthlink.net if you rfhed more information. 
We’re also on the web at httD://communitv.masslive. 
com/cc/fhccucc . 

CROP Walk returning 
to West Side for 2003 

Plans are underway for the 2003 CROP Walk, 
scheduled for October 19th this year. After many 
years, the walk will return to West Springfield in the 
fall of 2003. 

A sub-committee of Stella Rogers, Candy Boucher, 
and Fr. Michael Twohig is finalizing the route which 
will pass the Parish Cupboard (the recipient of one- 
fourth of the CROP Walk proceeds). 

Other committees are focusing on publicity, hospi¬ 
tality, safety, and recruiting. A recruiting chairperson 
will be selected from each of the churches in 
Agawam, Feeding Hills, and West Springfield. A 
recruiters’ meeting is already scheduled for June. 

The next meeting of the CROP Walk committee is 
scheduled for May 19th at Mittineague United 
Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 

The CROP Walk is an international event that ben¬ 
efits local, regional, domestic, and international caus¬ 
es. 

This year’s proceeds will assist refugee programs 
and water access programs overseas, as well as 
empower agencies that feed people locally (like the 
Parish Cupboard). 

“We walk because others walk" is the motto of the 
CROP Walk, calling to mind all those who must walk 
many miles for the food that sustains their families. 
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The LORD is my shepherd. 


I shall not want 

The Bible refers to Jesus Christ in many ways and 
by various titles. Among the titles or descriptions by 
which we might think of Jesus would be Lord, Savior, 
Christ, and Son of God. Christ, by the way, is not His 
last name, it means Messiah, the Redeemer whom 
God had promised long ago in the early period of the 
Old Testament era. 

While Jesus accepted and embraced these 
descriptions, He once described Himself in a rather 
unusual way. During a speech, Jesus said, “ I am the 
good shepherd .’’ Now we might think that this is not 
only an unusual way for Jesus to describe Himself; it 
might not make sense to us. After all, if Jesus wants 
people to recognize that He is the Lord and Savior of 
all humankind, why on earth would He refer to Himself 
this way? 

Implicit in Jesus describing Himself as “the good 
shepherd” is the suggestion that He is at the same 
time referring to us as sheep. Many of us are not very 
familiar with sheep. We might think that sheep are 
simply stupid farm animals. So, we might not appreci¬ 
ate being called “sheep/’ 

Actually, the Bible repeatedly refers to people as 
sheep. It is not supposed to be an insult; it is really a 
term of endearment. 

Psalm 100 says, Know that the LORD is God, it 
is He who has made us, and we are His; we are His 
people, the sheep of His pasture. It does not take 
much of an ear to be able to hear the tone of affection 
that comes forth in that passage. 

Sheep were among the first animals domesticated 
by people. Sheep have been domestic animals for as 
long as anybody knows, in contrast to goats, which 
can be domesticated or wild. 

The history of people and sheep reaches back all 
the way to the dawn of human history. Today, sheep 
live throughout the world, and are adaptable to virtu¬ 
ally all sorts of environments. 

When God created the human race, He never 
intended for us to live in the wild, so to speak, like 
goats. 

His first and constant intention was always that 
people all around the world would live in harmony with 
Him, much like the sheep lives in harmony with the 
shepherd. Although God made people to be sturdy, 

Vendors wanted 
for Catholic 
Women’s tag sale 

Spaces are available for an Indoor/Outdoor Tag 
Sale sponsored by the Catholic Women’s Club of 
Agawam. The event will be held on Saturday, May 
17th at St. John the Evangelist Social Center and 
parking lot, 833 Main St., Agawam. 

The tag sale will be from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., rain 
or shine. 

Spaces inside are available for $20 and outside 
spaces are $15. A snack bar will be available and a 
bake sale will be held inside the social center. Funds 
raised from the tag sale will go to the club's 
Scholarship Fund. 

For more information or a vendor’s application, call 
Angela at 786-5408 or Mary at 786-0283. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 
12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 
any articles, press releases, letters, 
etc., that can be brought in on 
Mondays. Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter... AANW 
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again ncjt unlike sheep, God did not make us to be 
independent of Him. 

Sheep can have minds of their own. Although it is 
obvious that sheep are always better off in the care of 
the shepherd, sheep will wander off on occasion. The 
prophet Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have gone 
astray.” We too are better off in the care of God, but 
sometimes we go off on our own as well. 

When Jesus Christ was baptized by John the 
Baptist in the Jordan River, John had declared about 
Him: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world.” Jesus came not only to tell us 
about the love of God, He demonstrated God’s love 
for us by dying on the cross for our sins. 

The Bible says that the wages of sin is death. 
Somebody has to die for our sins. It should be us, but 
it can be Him. Isaiah the prophet had forecast about 
Jesus, He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so He did 
not open His mouth. Jesus said, “The good shep¬ 
herd lays down His life for the sheep. ” 

If God did not care for and about us as passionate¬ 
ly as He does, He could have easily left us in the con¬ 
dition we put ourselves into. "The hired hand, who is 
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away - and the wolf snatches them and scat¬ 
ters them. Th& hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep.” God is no 
hired hand; He does “care for the sheep.” 

Since God has demonstrated that He cares so pas¬ 
sionately for us and about us, by sending His Son 
Jesus to pay the penalty for our sins and to open for 
us the gates of heaven, it only stands to reason that 
He will bless us in our daily lives as well. 

The Bible says that God did not keep back His 
own Son, but He gave Him for us. If God did this, 
won’t He freely give us everything else? 

King David, who was a shepherd in his youth and 
knew a thing or two about sheep, also talked about 
God being the good shepherd. David is the author of 
the 23rd Psalm. Many people think that the 23rd 
Psalm speaks about God comforting people, but it 
really talks about Him providing for His people, just 
like a shepherd provides for his sheep. 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He 
makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads 
me beside still waters; He restores my soul. He 
leads me in right paths for His'name’s sake. Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no 
evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff 
- they.comfort me. You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my 
whole life long. 


Page 17 

Agawam Church of 
the Bible news & notes 

* Sunday Mornings: This Sunday (May 11th), 
Pastor Brad Wright will continue with his message 
series entitled “Making a Difference in Your World." 
The messages will include “Living with Integrity” (May 
11th), “Restoring Your Passion for Living" (May 18th), 
and "It Takes Courage” (May 25th). 

On May 11th, we will have our annual Mother’s 
Day celebration, and on May 18th, a baby dedication 
service. 

During every Sunday Service, a nursery and 
Children’s Church program (through the fourth grade) 
is provided throughout the morning. Following the 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Service (at about 11:00 a.m.), we 
have age-divided classes for all children, and for 
adults coffee and refreshments (followed by an infor¬ 
mal discussion of the morning’s message). 

* Small Groups: Our Men’s Group continues to 
meet every Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the 
church office (currently studying the Authority of the 
Scriptures and soon to begin the topic “How to Raise 
Christian kids in a Non-Christian World”). 

Our Ladies’ Group meets every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing for Bible Study and fellowship from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. 

We also have several evening Small Groups (Bible 
study and fellowship) for adults that meet throughout 
the week. 

* Activities: We have our church family retreat in 
Lee, MA scheduled for the weekend of June 1st, 
including a family backpacking trip, a camping trip to 
the DAR State Campground, Promisekeeprs for men, 
and Women of Faith for our ladies. 

Additionally, our Annual Vacation Bible School has 
been scheduled for July 28th-31st. Mark you calen¬ 
dars, stay tuned, and don’t miss out! 

* About ACB: Agawam Church of the Bible (ACB) 
meets every Sunday morning at the Agawam Junior 
High School auditorium (1305 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills) at 10:00 a.m. 

We are a non-denominational church emphasizing 
genuinely loving relationships, Biblical teaching for life 
change, meaningful and contemporary worship, and 
the communication of the Gospel to those who don’t 
know Christ. .- 

If you don’t have a church family that you call 
“home,” we would love to have you attend one or 
more of our Sunday Services to see if this is the place 
where you belong. 

If you would like to find out more about our church 
before visiting, check out our website at www. 
AaawamChurch.org or call Pastor Brad Wright at 789- 
2904. * 




A trip tO our furm has been a Mother’s Day tradition in 
a these parts for decades. We have an outstanding selection of 
annual, perennial, herb and vegetable plants, clematis, 
honeysuckle and other climbing vines (including 
Dutchman’s Pipe), rose bushes, and thousands 
°f hanging baskets to choose from. And, (if we 
say so ourselves) our mixed baskets and planters 
are s p ecta cular. Not to take anything 

awa y from our impatiens and geraniums, 
mind you, but our hangers are really 
^ ^ something. .Come take a look and you’ll 
see they’re the perfect gift for Mom. 


~ E. Cec£hi Farms 

IIJI SPRINGFIELD STREET FEEDING HILLS, MASS. 
“Every thingyou’d grow if yon had forty acres.” 
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“What’s happening?” 
at Faith Bible Church 

Who Are We? We are a non-denominational 
church dedicated to honoring God by teaching, 
preaching, and implementing Biblical doctrine toward 
maturing the saints in service to our Lord and Savior. 

If you are looking for a place to worship the Lord, 
please visit us. All visitors are welcome. 

Where Are We? We are a growing church located 
at 370 Shoemaker Lane in Agawam. Call 786-1681 
for more information. 

What Can We Offer You? 

Sunday School: Adult and children’s Sunday 
School is held every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. 

Church Service: Sunday services are held at 
10:30 a.m. This Sunday’s message will be delivered 
by Senior Pastor James Jasmin. 

Children’s Church: Junior Church is held at 10:30 
a.m. in the Wilma Powers Chapel for children up to 
the eighth grade. 

Nursery: An infant nursery is provided for all 
church services. 

Communion: Communion is served on the first 
Sunday of the month. 

A Class On The “End Times.” Taught Bv Pastor 
Jasmin: Mondays - 6:30 p.m. Pastor Jasmin teaches 
a class on the "Footsteps of the Messiah.” This is a 
class based on the "End Times.” 

Mid-Week Worship Service: On Wednesday 
evening, we hold a prayer service at 6:30 p.m., and a 
praise'and worship service at 7:00 p.m. This is a joy¬ 
ous time of worshipping the Lord through song. 

Mid-Week Bible Study: Wednesdays at 12:00 
noon at the. Bamboo House in Springfield. Call 786- 
1681 for details or directions. 

Faith Bible Church would like to stand in sup¬ 
port for President Bush and also for our troops 
overseas. We thank God for the men and women 
who put their lives on the line so that we can live 
in freedom in the home of the brave and the land 
of the free!!! 

Bargains galore at 
the Trading Post 

Does your spring and summer wardrobe need 
updating? Why not stop in at the Trading Post con¬ 
signment shop at the Agawam Baptist Church at the 
corner of Main and Elm Street? 

The shop is open every Wednesday from 10:00 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Come in and browse around - we think you’ll be 
glad you did. 


ATTENTION 

HOME BUILDERS AND RESIDENTIAL 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

• Interested in More Work? 

• Want to Bid on More Projects? 

• Are You Tired of Not Getting Paid on Time ? 

The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission will be 
administering over $3 million in private property resi¬ 
dential housing rehabilitation funds in communities 
throughout the Pioneer Valley Region. This includes 
the Towns of Ware, Hardwick, Brookfield, Warren, 
Holland, Brimfield, Wales, Monson, Chester, 
Huntington, Russell, Blandford, and Easthampton, 
among others. 

If you want to learn more about how to do work 
under these programs as well as learn about 
changes proposed for the upcoming year, briefing 
sessions are being held in EAST HAMPTON at 
the EASTHAMPTON TOWN HALL ROOM #3 
43 MAIN ST., on WEDNESDAY. MAY 21, 2003 
at 5:00P.M. and in WARE at the WARE TOWN 
HALE 126 MAIN ST., on WEDNESDAY, MAY 
28. 2003 at 5:00P.M. 

Please contact Janet Cassesse at 
(413) 781-6045 to reserve a seat. 
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Activities at 
All Saints Parish 


St. Anthony of Padua Church 
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church 


* Rev. Steven Amo, Administrator 

* St. Anthony of Padua Church, 108 Bridge St., 
Agawam 

* St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church, 74 Bridge 
St., Agawam 

* Rectory: (41.3) 786-4451 

* Website: www.allsain ts.alphanine.com 

Mass Schedule 

Mon.-Tues: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony 
Wed.: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony - COMMUNION 
SERVICE (no Mass) 

Thurs.: 7:00 p.m., St. Anthony 
Fri. & Sat.: 9:00 a.m., St. Anthony 
Sat.: 4:30 p.m., St. Theresa 
Sun.: 8:30 a.m. (St. Anthony) and 11:00 a.m. (St. 
Theresa) 

Holy Day Vigil: 6:00 p.m., St. Anthony 
Holy Day: 9:00 a.m./6:00 p.m., St. Theresa 
Rosary: One half hour before daily Mass 

Calendar of Events 

(Please note change in church location for daily 
Masses. Location of the Lord’s Day Masses remains 
the same.) 

Thurs., May 8th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s. 

Fri., May 9th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s. 

Sat., May 10th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s; 4:30 p.m., Mass, at 
St. Theresa's offered in memory of Blanche Alty. 

Sun., May 11th: 4th Sunday of Easter. 8:30 a.m., 
Mass at St. Anthony’s offered for all living and 
deceased mothers; 11:00 a.m., Mass at St. Theresa’s 
offered for Lucille Lango. 

Mon., May 12th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s; 7:00 
p.m., Choir rehearsal for the 8:30 & 11:00 choirs at St. 
Anthony's. 

Tues., May 13th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 

Anthony’s, 9:00 a.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s; 7:00 
p.m., Parish Council meeting in the Parish Center at 
St. Theresa’s. 

Wed., May 14th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary at St. 

Anthony’s; 9:00 a.m., COMMUNION SERVICE at St. 
Anthony’s (NO MASS). 

Thurs., May 15th: 6:30 p.m., Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 7:00 p.m., Mass at St. Anthony’s. 


Is summer sneaking 
up on you? 

Looking forward to sleeveless shirts and 
shorts? How about a bathing suit? 

There has never been a better time to get 
fit and stay in shape. Membership rates 
start at just $30 per month. Join between 
April 28 and May 17th and we’ll waive the join 
fee and give you a surprise gift! Take time 
to enhance your quality of life by doing_ 
something good for your spirit, 
mind,and body. 


Y 


Springfield YMCA 

A branch of the YMCA 
of Greater Springfield 

We build strong kids, strong families 
strong communities 

275 Chestnut Street • Springfield. MA 
739-6951 • www.springfieldy.org 
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Calendar from 
St. John’s parish 

Vendors Wanted: For the Catholic Women’s Club 
Tag Sale on May 17th at St. John’s Social Center 
parking lot. Tag sale items wanted; they must be in 
working order (leave in the Parish Center). Inside 
spaces, $20. Outside spaces, $15. For more informa¬ 
tion, please call Angela, 786-5408, or Mary, 786- 
0293. 

Springfield Rescue Mission’s Annual Auxiliary 
Tag Sale: Friday and Saturday, May 9th and 10th, at 
the Pioneer Valley Christian School parking lot (965 
Plumtree Road, Springfield) from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. 

Greater Springfield Senior Services: They have 
been providing a variety of in-home and community- 
based services to help frail people aged 60 and over 
to live at home safely and independently. It is a pri¬ 
vate, non-profit organizatio. If you can help, please 
call 781-8800. 

Parish Council Elections: The elections for 
Parish Council are coming up this month. As you 
know, one-third (five members) are elected to the 
Parish Council each year. If you wish to nominate 
someone, or if you are interested in being nominated 
yourself, please call the Rectory. 

Agawam Singles Social Group: The next meet¬ 
ing will be held on May 8th at 7:30 in the Fr. Joyce 
Room. Games will be played and pizza will be served. 
All singles are welcome. 

Senior Citizen Retreat: The theme is “Our 
Blessed Mother and Contemplation," to be presented 
by Sr. Eleanor Dooley, SSJ, on Friday, May 23rd, from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Jericho in Holyoke. The cost 
is $15 (which includes lunch). To register, call 452- 
0838. 

Cathedral High School: Due to the increase in 
application inquiries, Cathedral High School will hold 
another Placement Exam on Saturday, May 10th. The 
exam is offered to prospective students interested in 
applying for grade nine. Pre-registration is preferred. 
The application/exam is $25. Exam starts at 7.45 
a.m., and parents’ pick-up will be at 12:00 noon. 
Please call Mrs. Anne Pellan-Shea, 782-5285, for 
more information. 

Hands Together: We have received a thank you 
letter from Hands Together, a relief agency for the 
island country of Haiti. During our recent “Soup & 
Substance” series, a collection was taken up which 
yielded $465. This gift will go a long way in support of 
projects that seek to ease the suffering of the poor 
people in Haiti. 

New York City Ballet: St. John’s Over 60 group 
will be attending the ballet “Swan Lake" on Thursday, 
July 17th, in Saratoga Springs, NY. Cost is $64, and 
all are welcome to join us. Call Lil, 786-9586. 

Glossary Of Catholic Terms: “Amen” - the only 
part of a prayer that everyone knows. “Choir” - a 
group of people whose singing allows the rest of the 
congregation to lip-sync. “Pew” - a medieval torture 
device still found in Catholic churches. “Procession” - 
The ceremonial formation at the beginning of Mass, 
consisting of altar servers, the celebrant, and late 
parishioners looking for seats. 

Adoption Resource Center: Brightside will be 
presenting an evening on adoption on Wednesday, 
May 28th, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Please join us to 
learn the latest information on adoption today. For 
more informatino, call 827-4315. 

Vocation Pilgrimage To Rome: The Diocese of 
Springfield Office of Vocations is happy to be spon¬ 
soring a Vocation Pilgrimage to Rome for the 
Beautification of Mother Theresa of Calcutta and the 
25th Anniversary of Pope John Paul II. Dates are 
October 15-21, 2004. The cost is $998. 

* * * 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ office. 
at 23 Southwick Street Feeding Hiiis 
(above Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance is in the 
back. Please park on the side of the 
building and use the back entrance 
Thank you for your cooperation... 
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Business 



JJ’S SOFT SERVE AND MORE (formerly Stan's Soft Serve) has two locations to satisfy your 
sweet tooth - 495 Springfield Street in Feeding Hills, and 16 Chestnut Street in West 
Springfield. Owned and operated by the Montagna family, JJ's is open seven days a week and 
features 30 flavors of ice cream, no-fat yogurt, and no-sugar-added yogurts. At the eatery's 
April 26th grand opening, a portion of the proceeds raised that day were donated to the 
Elizabeth Loughman Fund. From left: Frank Montagna (holding little Connor Montagna), 
Michele Montagna, and JJ's employees Ashley Macey and Casey Breault. Advertiser News photo by 

Kathy Shepard. 



Carlson GMAC Real 
Estate announces 
top sales awards 

Charles E. Reiter, Regional Vice President of 
Carlson GMAC Real Estate, is pleased to announce 
the top sales awards for the year 2002. Awards were 
presented at a recent breakfast held at Chez Josef in 
Agawam by Pat Bell, President and CEO of Carlson 
GMAC Real Estate, and Terry Morris, President of the 
Keystone Operations. 

Chairman s Club” honors were presented to those 
agents achieving $13 million dollars or more in closed 
sales and/or 60 units sold. Denise DeSellier of the 
Longmeadow Shops office achieved membership in 
this club. 

Agents earning membership in the “Director’s Club” 
must have attained $9 million to $12,999,999 in 
closed sales and or 45 closed units. Members induct¬ 
ed for the year 2002 included Suzanne Moore of the 
West Springfield office. 

The “President’s Club” accolade was presented to 
agents earning $5 million to $8,999,999 in closed 
sales and or 30 closed units. Members of the 2002 
“President’s Club” include the following sales agents: 
Shawn Mitchell of the Chicopee office; Roberta 
Orenstein, Colleen WeStberg, and Suzanne White of 
the Longmeadow Shops office; Barbara McCloskey of 
the Palmer office; Roger Trombly of the 
Springfield/East Longmeadow office; Norma Begley of 
the Westfield office; and Barbara Foley, Deborah 
Rosenthal, and Eileen Thomas of the Wilbraham Main 
office. 

The following sales agents were inducted into the 
GMAC Real Estate Medallion Club Summit for 2002 
with sales volume of $3 million to $4,999,999: Elsie 
DeBarge, Suzanne Bergeron, William Blair, Victor 
Bortoiussi, Shannon Donohue, Judy Gearing, Carole 
Hirshberg, Patrick Ireland, Ivan Karamian, Joanne 
Kean, Chris Keaney, Judy Macon, John Michon, Pam 
Mitchell, Kathy Mochak, Rosemary Murphy, Anne 
O'Donnell, Deborah Pelloni, Mary Roncalli, Pam 
Savioli, Dan Sheehy, Chris Strohman, Diane Updike, 
and Dottie Walczak. 

The following sales agents were inducted into the 
Medallion Club with sales volume of $2 million to 
$2,999,999: Jeanne Garvin, Janet Szemela, Nancy 
Zdanis, Linda Forsman, Claudia O’Brien, Celinda 
Papoutsakis, Michelle Robertson, Marcia Snyder, 
Anita Taylor, Jean Broom, William Doyle, Jane 
Wagner, Judi Burtch, Debe Cherry, Beth Costello, 
Cheryl Dionisi, Teresa Jones, Gerry Marafioti, Ferdi 
Williams, Ericca Herbert, Shelley Gutowski, Umberto 
Rovetto, Rita Slasinski, Susan Vadnais, Anita Hackett, 
Peg Coville, Dee Doucette, Dianne Kidd. 

The following sales agents were inducted into the 
GMAC Real Estate Medallion Club for 2002 with sales 
volume of $1 million to $1,999,999: Paul Bebo, 
Barbara Breton, Anne Gelinas, Helen Trudeau, 
Joanne Dudley, Brenda Leja, John LeBlanc, Judy 
Pratt, Fran Mell, Judy Swan, Marlene Falvey, Grace 
Hoff, Eileen Fowler, Connie Desmarais, Roger Dugas, 
Grace Sullivan, Marthe Beauchamp, Ed Stokowski, 
Grace LeSage, Donna O’Connor, Joan Storey, Karen 
Marchetti, Debbie Boisvere, Marilyn Marino-George, 

***** 

Want to keep up on all the latest 
news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam Advertiser 
News! A one-year subscription 
costs only $26, so mail your 
check today to “The Advertiser 
News,” PO. Box 263, Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030. 


Gregory Traub, Susan Truschelli, Mary Beth Oakley, 
Harry Moore, Marianne Irwin, Tom Miner, Michelle 
Raccis, Helen Seabury, Kathy Berube, Sue Fagin, 
Tom Bretta, Esther Bartels, Tina Sadenwater, 
Deborah Snyder, Claire O’Brien, Pam Spear, Shirley 
Kibbe, Dona Kane, Michael Belsky, Gail Morin, Mel 
Grant, Joy Gora. 

Carlson GMAC Real Estate is the largest real 
estate firm in Western Massachusetts with over 200 
sales agents and 10 regional offices servicing 
Western Massachusetts and Northern Connecticut in 
Chicopee, Agawam/Feeding Hills, East Longmeadow, 
Longmeadow, Palmer, Springfield, West Springfield, 


Westfield, and Wilbraham. 

The Carlson GMAC Real Estate network is com¬ 
posed of over 65 offices and over 1,250 sales agents 
servicing New England. A full-service company, 
Carlson GMAC Real Estate offers a complete network 
of services including Buyer and Seller representation, 
global relocation assistance, an Elegant Homes 
Division, new home sales, referral .service, in-house 
mortgage services, and a pre-licensing school. 

For further information, please call our regional 
headquarters office at (413) 782-6000 or visit our web 
site at www.carlsonre.com . 


Introducing Hampden Bank's Be First @ Home Loan 


Low Fixed Rates. .. 
No Closing Costs! 

There’s Never Been A Better 


5 . 50 %. 

5 IS % 

Ji# APR* 

10-year term 

15-year term 


Hampden 

Bank 


Be first @ last" 

hampdenbank.com Yourfe/Bank: 1.800.887.6704 
Springfield: Downtown 736.1812; Allen Street 782.5291 
West Springfield: 781 3360; Longmeadow: 567.3321 
Agawam: 821.9437; Loan Center: 452.5120 



‘Annual Percentage Pate as quoted March 21,2003. Pefinancing for owner-occupied residence only. Minimum loan amount $50,000. Maximum loan amount 
$500,000. Maximum 80% loan to value. Loan to be primary lien. Property insurance required. Appraisal fees to be refunded at closing. 10-year term monthly 
payment of $10.85 per thousand borrowed. 15-year term monthly payment of $8.30 per thousand borrowed. Offer may be rescinded at any time. 


(=J Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC Member OIF m* 
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Legal 

Memo 

by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 
546 Springfield St., F.H. 
(413) 786-9454 


BELLA FLORAL DESIGNS is at the site of the former Add Luv Flower Shop. With Mother's 
Day nearly upon us, stop in this weekend to find something special for your mom. Back row: 
Teddy Pinkerman, Sue O'Donnell, Sheila Larose-Albano (owner), and Gail Orlandi (designer). 
Front row: Gianna Albano and Olivia Frosch. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


THE GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION for Bella Floral Designs at 662 Springfield Street 
was held on Saturday, May 3rd. Sheila Larose-Albano (center), the owner of Bella Floral 
Designs, is pictured above with her parents, Richard & Kay Larose, and Olivia and Holly 

FrOSCh. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Long-term care for the elderly: 
Medicaid planning & your home 

For many older persons, a home is their largest 
financial asset, not to mention an asset of great emo¬ 
tional significance. 

In many cases, when confronted with the need for 
long-term nursing home care, an individual faces not 
only the prospect of physically leaving the home of 
many years, but also the fear of losing the home 
entirely in order to finance the cost of nuring home 
care. This fear is a major reason for seeking an attor¬ 
ney’s assistance in long-term care planning. 

For many individuals, particularly those who can¬ 
not afford or are otherwise unable to purchase long¬ 
term care insurance, planning for financing long-term 
care often involves strategizing eligibility for Medical 
Assistance (Medicaid). 

Under current Medicaid regulations, the home is 
not a countable asset for determining Medicaid eligi¬ 
bility as long as: 

* The individual intends to return home; or 

* The home is inhabited by the spouse; a blind, 
under 21 years of age or disabled child; a child who 
cared for a parent while residing in the parent’s home 
for at least two years before the parent’s institutional¬ 
ization (caretaker child); a sibling wiht an equity inter¬ 
est who lived in the home for at least a year before the 
recipient’s institutionalization; or a dependent relative 
who will lose housing if the home is sold; or 

* The individual has long-term care insurance on 
the date of admission that meets Massachusetts 
requirements. 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 


Make the most of spring selling... 

Spring is here. If you’ve decided to sell your home 
and you're like most of us, the outdoor spaces proba¬ 
bly need a little attention. After all, it’s the first thing 
people see when arriving for a showing. 

It’s easy to forget or ignore outdoor spaces. Many 
times, we walk right past without a second thought, 
especially when the weather is less than pleasant. 
So, now that you’re preparing your home for sale, it's 
time to create some eye-popping “attention getters.” 

You want to fashion inviting places to draw the 
attention of potential buyers. Help them imagine the 
family barbecue or the casual get-together when 
friends drop by on a balmy summer evening. The 
deck, the balcony, or the patio are all outdoor living 
and family rooms; and, with a little attention, they can 
look just as appealing. A few small details can turn 
these spaces into your very own “great outdoors." 

Arrange lawn furniture to suggest a friendly gather¬ 
ing. Set the stage by putting a table next to the grill 
with a barbecue fork, tongs, and knife. Place a pretty 
plastic cloth on the table with a candle or pot of flow¬ 
ers. 

Brighten up a picnic table and benches with a new 
coat of stain or paint. Again, a pot of flowers works 
great as a warm and cheery centerpiece. A croquet 
set or lawn games set at the corner of the deck or 
patio suggests the sort of fun you can have in the 

SEE PAM SAVIOLI - Page 21 


Bella Floral Designs holds Grand Opening 


A Grand Opening of Bella Floral Designs (the for¬ 
mer Add Luv Flower Shop), 662 Springfield, was held 
Saturday, May 3rd. 

Owner Sheila Larose-Albano and ^ designer Gail 
Orlandi offer a beautiful showroom of fresh/artificial 
arrangements, gift baskets for any age or occasion, 
hanging plants, gifts, and beautiful statues for the gar¬ 
den. 

Many family members and friends attended, as well 
as some new faces, for this new beginning. 


Stop in at Bella Floral Designs^this Saturday or 
Sunday for Mother’s Day or call ahead to order. The 
shop offers a wide variety of beautiful fresh flowers 
arranged in baskets, vases, or even little garden 
boots! 

Also available for mom on her special day are gift 
baskets or an artificial arrangement she can keep for¬ 
ever! 

This weekend’s hours are Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m. and Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 


small businesses with fewer than 100 employees 
sponsor a 401 (k) or other retirement plan. So why are 
so many small business owners ignoring these tax 
incentives? 

According to a recent survey of 600 business own¬ 
ers by the Employee Benefits Research Institute 
(EBRI) and the American Savings Education Council 
(ASEC), business owners feel that retirement plans 
are too expensive and burdensome to maintain. The 
survey says that 34 percent of workers at small com¬ 
panies (100 or fewer employees) participate in a 
retirement plan, compared to 64 percent of employ¬ 
ees at medium-sized and large companies according 
to the survey. Also, according to the survey, most plan 
sponsors (68 percent) and non-sponsors (86 percent) 
say they are not familiar with tax deductions in the 
Economic Growth and Tax Relief and Reconciliation 

SEE SUE ALANOS - Page 21 


Small business owners missing out 
on large retirement plan incentives 

A retirement plan can accomplish two important 
goals for small business owners. First, it can lower 
their taxes. Second, it allows small business owners 
and their employees to plan for the future while in 
most cases, deferring taxes until the funds are with¬ 
drawn from the plan. However, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, less than 50 percent of 


Timely Tips On How To 
Manage Your Finances 


by Sue Alvanos 
Financial Advisor 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 

IDS Life Insurance Company 
Agawam Corporate Ctr., 67 Hunt St., 
Agawam-(413) 821-9380 


Pam Savioli 

* 

CARLSONS 

Wl 

■ 

(413) 748-7565 
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PAM SAVIOLl - from Page 20 

yard. 

Pot up colorful annuals and arrange them in group¬ 
ings. Set pots of flowers along the steps as well. If you 
have a balcony, add railing pots to brighten the space, 
if you have a swing, place a couple of pillows and a 
magazine or your favorite book. 

Hammocks suggest a lazy summer afternoon. 
Garden benches and outdoor lighting are friendly 
additions to any landscape. If possible, add some 
window boxes. 

Bird feeders are always an inviting sight. If you 
have a bird feeder or bird house, freshen it up with a 
new coat of paint or stain. Paint the pole and add a 
vining plant at the bottom. If you don’t already have a 
bird feeder, consider adding one. Birdfeeders come in 
a host of styles and prices and can add wonderful 
interest to your outdoor space. Make sure you have 
plenty of seed on hand, too, to attract your feathered 
neighbors. 

Don’t forget to make sure everything is scrubbed 
clean. Buyers will notice if the lawn chairs or porch 
swing look dusty and dirty. Everything needs to look 
fresh and friendly. Polish the door hardware and add 
a colorful mat that says to your potential buyer, 
“Welcome Home." 

Pam Savioli is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 17 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions you might 
have. 


SUE ALVANOS - from Page 20 

Act that are designed to offset some startup costs of 
new plans. 

The result is that small business owners may be 
overlooking the long-term value of retirement plans. 
These plans may provide competitive advantages in 
recruitment and retention, boost employee morale 
and performance, and offer significant tax advantages 
for employees, executives, and owners. 

Retirement plan options 
IRAs, SEP-IRAs, SIMPLE-IRAs, and 401 (k) plans 
are some of the most common plans offered by 
employers to save for retirement. As a business 
owner, you can deduct contributions you make to the 
plan for employees. If you are a sole proprietor, you 
can also deduct contributions you make to the plan for 
yourself. Earnings on the contributions are generally 
tax-deferred until you or your employees receive dis¬ 
tributions from the plan. 

IRAs 

Employers not in a position to offer a company- 
sponsored plan can easily facilitate employee retire¬ 
ment saving by promoting an IRA savings program 
through payroll deduction. Individual retirement 
accounts (IRAs) allow individuals to contribute up to 
$3,000 (limit increases are to be phased in over the 
next five years up to $5,000). Contributions made by 
the employee to their own IRA account may or may 
not be deductible depending on their own tax situa¬ 
tion. 

SEP-IRA 

A Simplified Employer Pension plan (SEP-IRA) 
allows you to make contributions directly to an SEP- 
IRA or an SEP individual retirement annuity set up for 
each eligible employee. The SEP-IRA or SEP individ¬ 
ual retirement annuity is owned and controlled by the 
employee. Each year, you determine how much to 
contribute to the plan, up to 25 percent, of eligible 
compensation, which is not due until the businesse’s 
tax-filing deadline. Contributions are not mandatory 
every year, giving you greater flexibility. 

(Continued next week...) 

Want to keep up on all the latest 
news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to 
The Agawam Advertiser News! A 
one-year subscription costs only 
$26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News, ” P. O. Box 
263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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Luda Polevoy 
joins Park 
Square Realty 

Barry Boccasile, Manager of Park Square Realty in 
Feeding Hills, is pleased to announce the association 
of Luda Polevoy as a real estate salesperson. 

Luda was born in the Ukraine, where she lived until 
she was five years-old when her family moved to 
Austria, then Italy. In 1988, her family came to the 
United States and settled in Kennebunkport, Maine, 
where she remained until 2001 when she married and 
moved to Agawam. 

Luda now resides in Agawam with her husband, 
Sergey, and new son, Timothy, who is four months-old 
as of this writing. 

When Luda is not selling real estate, she can be 
found taking care of her family. Her hobbies are read¬ 
ing, cooking, and travel. 

Luda Polevoy is looking forward to serving her new 
Western Mass, clients. She is multi-lingual, speaking 
fluent Ukranian, Russian, and (of course) English. 

She can be reached in the Feeding Hills Park 
Square Offce at 789-9830, or via voice mail at 263- 



LUDA POLEVOY 


3949. 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills (above Remillard Insurance), please note that our 
main entrance is in the back. Please park on the side of the 
building and use the back entrance. Thank you... 


OUCHj My toenails hurt and I want to 
' wear sandles this summer!!! 

Get rid of toenail fungus 
(Specializing in diabetic footcare) 

Dr. Michael S. Haynes 

" ' l / 

Podiatrist 

Physician & Surgeon 

The Doctor accepts many insurance plans including Blue 
Care 65, HMO Blue, Medicare, Health New England, Tufts, 
Aetna U.S. Healthcare, Secure Horizons and Connecticare. 

Offices Located At 

850 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Monday Through Friday 

For Appointment Call 

786-7522 

* Minor Breaks * Bunions * Corns 

* Hammertoes * Heel Pain * Warts 

* Calluses * Ingrown Toenails 
* Diabetic Foot Care * Athlete’s Foot 

* Arch Pain * Skin Problems * 
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For Your Health 



Your Back And 
Your Health 

by 

Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


Herniated discs... 

Question: I was told I may have a herniated 
disc. What is this and can chiropractic help me? 

Pads of cartilage called discs separate the 24 ver¬ 
tebrae of your spine are separated from one another. 
These discs have a fairly tough outer layer and a soft¬ 
er gel center. 

The discs cushion against the shocks and strains 
experienced as you move and put various stresses on 
your spine. The discs are subject to injury, disease, 
and degeneration with use over time. 

Certain activities and types of work increase the 
risk of discs being damaged or deteriorating. When 
the soft interior material of a disc pushes out through 
a tear or weakening in the outer covering, the disc is 
said to be herniated. 

Herniated discs are also called protruding, bulging, 
ruptured, prolapsed. You may have heard someone 
say they have a "slipped disc.” 

There are fine distinctions between these terms, 
but all really refer to a disc that is no longer in its nor¬ 
mal condition and/or position. Herniated discs cause 
pain by impinging on (intruding upon, irritating, and 
pinching) and even injuring nerves in the spinal col¬ 
umn. 

Most disc herniation takes place in the lower back 


(lumbar spine). The second most common site of 
herniation is the neck (cervical spine). A herniated 
lumbar disc may send pain shooting down through 
your buttock and thigh into the back of your leg (sciat¬ 
ica). Cervical disc herniation may cause pain in the 
shoulder, arm, and hand . 

Herniated discs can cause muscle weakness, 
make it hard to get up when you’ve been sitting or 
lying down, and cause pain when you strain to do 
something, even when you cough or sneeze. They 
sometimes produce pain in the lower right abdomen. 
Herniated discs may also affect nerves to the bladder 
and bowel, causing incontinence. These symptoms 
signal the need for immediate attention. 

WHAT CAN CHIROPRACTIC DO? 

There is broad acceptance that the symptoms from 
herniated discs be initially treated conservatively. Two 
or three months of chiropractic care may be the best 
choice before considering spinal surgery or spinal 
injections. Only a minority of disc herniations turn out 
to require invasive surgical treatment and costly hos¬ 
pitalization. Receiving conservative chiropractic care 
first is advised. 

At the Schlaffer Chiropractic Office, we will 
examine and question you carefully, take a complete 
history, and conduct appropriate examination. 
Chiropractic provides the special training, techniques, 
and experience needed to safely and effecfively- 
adjust your spine so that the stress on the discs is 
minimized, the pain relieved, and the damaged or dis¬ 
placed structures are given a chance to heal. 

Feel free to contact us. We are located at 192 
Shoemaker Lane in Agawam - 789-1369 or 789- 
1073. 
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For Your Eyes Only 

by Aaron Vanderhoof 
Licensed Optician 
Aaawam Opticians 
338 Walnut St. Ext., 

Agawam 

786-0719 

What can be done to reduce 
the thickness of a pair of eyeglasses? 

(Part 2 of 3) 

Last week, I wrote about the advantages of a 
smaller frame when trying to reduce the thickness 
and weight of a pair of eyeglasses as well as improv¬ 
ing their looks. Just as important as the size is the 
shape and type of frame used to put your lenses into. 

Rimless frames that have any or all of the lens 
unprotected are not preferable for heavy prescrip¬ 
tions. For nearsighted patients, having the edge 
thickness showing will display the very part of the lens 
you are trying to hide. For farsighted wearers, the 
edges must be at least a certain thickness to coform 
to ANSI standards and will, therefore, increase the 
center thickness, creating the magnified look of the 
eyes. Choosing the contemporary look of the small, 
heavy, plastic frames as opposed to thin wire frames 
will help hide excess thickness. 

When choosing the shape of a frame, it is impor¬ 
tant to select a frame with minimal angles or odd 
shapes. Drawing attention to the edges of the frames 
is not suggested. Rectangles with soft corners or 
round and oval shapes work best to disguise the 
thickness in lenses. 

Next week: Lenses 

• -It 





Happy McrdHer-’y'Day 
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dr. Tami Nelson 

-Iff#* Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield street 
Feeding Hills, ma Ol 030 
786-4820 


Type 2 diabetes prog, at Mercy 

A free program for the public and people at risk of developing type 2 diabetes, 
entitled "Dodging Diabetes: An Action Plan to Reduce Risks," will be offered 
Wednesday, May 21st at Mercy Medical Center’s Deliso Conference Center, 200 
Carew St., Springfield. ' ’ ' 

The program, which will run from 6:00-8:00 p.m., will address risk factors for 
type 2 diabetes (overweight, inactivity, family history) and steps to prevent type 2 
diabetes, including weight management and physical activity. 

Please call 748-7181 or 1-877-567-5468 to register. 


These lenses can get as Clark as sungicsce;. 


See clearly and comfortably In virtually any light. 
Transitions 4 are as clear as regular lenses 
indoors. But slep outside, and they darken 
as much as necessary to protect your eyes 
from the sun. Now that's smart. Very smart. 
Come talk with us to learn more. 




Transili^ns’ 

Rlyhl In »ny light' 


Agawam Opticians 


0SSILOR 


338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - "Since 1972” 

50% 2nd Pair Discount, Over 800 Frames To Choose From, Eyeglasses, 
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses, Senior Discount, Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount. 
Health New England Discount, Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and every week 
AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS... 


New 

Classes 

Forming 


MARTIAL ARTS 

TRAINING CENTER 


New Power Yoga Class 

Saturday Morning 

786-4158 


Mitey Mites Program For 4-6 Year-Olds 


680 Springfield Street, Agawam (Across from Ag. Police Station) 


i ii o mgnleied Ircdomo* and Thahi In any (gnr ii a irodemom ol rrom/hora Optical. Inc. O2C02 liv'd' or Anunco. Inc. Al rtnmi t overvoa 
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Chiropractic Care 

by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 



For A Better You ... 

by Judes Ziemba 
Center for Self-Development 
83 Industrial Lane 
Agawam, MA 01001 
789-4511 


Thinning bones of 
amenorrheic athletes 

Recently, I came across an article entitled, 
"Thinning Bones of Amenorrheic Athletes.” It caught 
my interest because I have had several patients who 
are serious athletes who happen to believe that lack 
of a regular menstrual cycle is a sign of good training. 

Unfortunately, this is an erroneous thought. These 
female athletes would do better to regard amenorrhea 
(lack of menstrual cycle) as a sign of impending ill 
health that could have lifelong consequences. 

A new study underscores the point that amenor¬ 
rhea in competitive female athletes damages the 
spine and other bones. Bone-loading training habits 
cannot counteract the damage imposed by hormonal 
and other abnormalities. 

The study compared 10 amenorrheic runners to 10 
runners with normal menses to see how menstrual 
status impacted on bone health. The groups were 
matched for age, height, and amount of training. The 
10 amenorrheic runners had significantly lower bone 
mineral density at multiple sites than the runners with 
normal menses. It appears that weight-bearing activi¬ 
ty does not seem tg completely compensate for the 
side effects of reduced estrogen levels even in 
weight-bearing bones in the lower extremity and 
spine. 

The study illustrates how many female competitive 
runners seem to cheat their bodies nutritionally. 
Sports medicine specialists generally counsel amen¬ 
orrheic athletes to address their hormonal problems 
by increasing calorie intake and decrease training. 
Often, competitive athletes are reluctant to do either. 

Some attempt to modify hormonal levels through 
oral contraceptives or homone replacement therapy. 
The problem with this is that there is scant high-qual¬ 
ity scientific documentation of the long-term effects of 
hormonal therapy in young athletes. 

It appears the bottom line is, if your athletic training 
is so intense that your menstrual cycle is affected, it’s 
too much. Listen to your body. It’s saying something! 
It may not be worth giving up lifelong good health to 
achieve a higher athletic level. 

Dr. Nelson maintains an office at 850 
Springfield St. in Feeding Hills. She can be 
reached at 786-4820. 


Motivation 

(Part IV) 

Motivation in most cases may be enhanced by 
starting with work in the areas of building self-confi¬ 
dence and self-esteem. Motivation for success 
involves pinpointing of goals. The client seeking moti¬ 
vation improvement may also benefit from sessions 
on goal-setting and achievement. 

According to Charles J. Francis, motivation 
requires the experiences of achievement and com¬ 
pletion. These are difficult to attain without an under¬ 
standing of how goals should be set if they are to be 
reached. Psychologist Abraham Maslow defined five 
levels at which people are motivated: 

Psychological - food, drink, sleep, sex; Safety - 
protection, freedom from fear, order; Belonging - 
love, social contact, family friends; Esteem - self- 
respect, ne§d to be valued; Self-actualization - the 
need to grow, to achieve one’s potential. 

Essential to generating positive motivation is elimi¬ 
nation of any fear of failure (or its hidden counterpart, 
fear of success). First, it is important to recognize 
motivations and subsequent successes of the past. 
Second, a sense of direction is needed. (Where am I 
going?) Then comes the all-important factor of "goal- 
setting." Not the ultimate goal, but a short-term, quick¬ 
ly achievable goal. 

Finally, on achievement of this goal, self-reward. 
This constitutes self-recognition, a powerful motivat¬ 
ing factor. This reward may be a self-treat, or the pride 
of achievement and self-satisfaction. The lesson 
learned will be lasting: SUCCESS BREEDS SUC¬ 
CESS. 

The purpose of establishing short-term successive 
goals is important to understand*A small success 
generates additional confidence. It creates a sense of 
completion, readiness, and eagerness for the next 
step. The end result: MOTIVATION. 

Judes Ziemba maintains an office at the Center 
for Self-Development, 83 Industrial Lane, 
Agawam, 789-4511. 

Weight Watchers 
meetings held at 


Alzheimer’s support 
group at The Atrium 

The Atrium, located at 153 Cardinal Drive, 
Agawam, offers free monthly support groups for indi¬ 
viduals caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s dis¬ 
ease or a similar memory disorder. 

On the first Tuesday of every month, The Atrium is 
the site for a support group meeting starting at 6:00 
p.m. A light supper is included. 

If you would like further information, please contact 
Judy Pothul at The Atrium, 821-9911. 


Fitness First 

Fitness First is now holding Weight Watchers 
meetings on Friday nights from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

All Weight Watchers participants are welcome to 
take the beginner Spinning class that follows each 
meeting at 7:15 p.m. (a half-hour class). There is a 
small fee for non-Fitness First members. 

For more information on how you can become a 
part of this group, please call Denise at Fitness First 
at (413) 786-1460. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Forget The Flowers 

Give Mom something she'll really love... a massage! 

Save $5.00 on a Massage Gift Certificate 



Frances D. Kelly Massage Therapy Associates 
1 South End Bridge Circle 
Agawam, MA 
413-889-0873 


Offer Expires 5-31-03 
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“Diabetes 101” 
classes offered at 
Mercy Medical Ctr. 

The Joslin Diabetes Center Affiliate at Mercy 
Medical Center, 299 Carew Street, Springfield, is 
offering free classes on diabetes basics during the 
month of May. 

Each two-hour class will provide an overview of 
diabetes (including the various types of diabetes), 
meal planning, medications, exercise, blood glucose 
monitoring, and strategies for preventing complica¬ 
tions. 

Diabetes 101 classes will be offered at Mercy 
Medical Center on the following dates during the 
month of May: 

* Monday, May 12th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

* Monday, May 19th from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

* Wednesday, May 28th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Classes are free of charge. People with diabetes, 

their family members, and friends (as well as mem¬ 
bers of the general public) are all welcome to attend. 

Registration is required. Please call the Joslin 
Diabetes Center Affiliate at Mercy Medical Center at 
(413) 748-7000. ' 

Baystate Medical 
to host “Better 
Breathers” 
support group 

On Monday, May 12th, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., the 
“Better Breathers" support group for people with 
C.O.P.D. (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) will 
meet at Baystate Medical Center, 3300 Main Street, 
Springfield, in the first floor Community Room. 
Deborah Niles, BN, BS, will speak on “Nasal 
Allergies.” 

Lung disease (including asthma, emphysema, and 
chronic bronchitis) affects nearly 28 million people in 
the United States. Common symptoms are shortness 
of breath, chronic mucus production, frequent chest 
colds, coughing up blood, and chronic cough and 
wheezing. "Better Breathers” is free of charge and is 
designed to be both educational and social. 

The “Better Breathers" support group is co-spon¬ 
sored by Baystate Medical Center and the American 
Lung Association of Western Massachusetts. The 
group meetings are open to anyone affected by lung 
disease, their family members, and friends. 

For more information, please call the American 
Lung Association at 737-3506 or Marie Lemoine at 
794-7026. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday 
at 12:00 noon; however, we 
appreciate any articles that 
can be brought in on 
Mondays-. Thank you.... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Crohn’s 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome 


At ninteen I was dying from Crohn’s Colitis. 

I found a way to save my life, now 
I Want to help you. - Jordan S. Rubin, N.M.D., C.N.C. 


Recieve my 288 page book FREE 

www.choice-health.com 


Healthy Recipes, Reference Room, Ingredient Glossary. 
Buy Online 

Vitamin, Herb and Supplement Specialists. 


Westfield Shops (near Old Navy) 
435 E. Main St., Rte. 20 
Westfield, MA 01085 
(413) 568-8333 

Mon-Sat 10-6, Mon & Thurs ‘til 8 


mmm 


HEALTH FOOD STORE 
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Surprise Mom this 

Mother’s Day 

with a 1-year 
subscription to 

The Advertiser 
News 

for only $26.00 

Local news that 
she can keep 

up with all 
year-round 


" Just mail in your check ^ 
with the coupon below to: 

The Advertiser News 

P.O. Box 263 

23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Name 


Address 


State 
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Sunday, May 18th “Good Help Is So 

First practice Hard To Murder” 

session for “Coliseum next production from 
Spectacular” , he Hilltop Players 


Agawam’s sesquicentennial is still two years away, 
but plans for the first event of that townwide celebra¬ 
tion will be taken off the drawing board for a test run 
of many elements of a Concert/Pageant/Sing-Along 
program at the Eastern States Exposition. The pro¬ 
gram will include a massed band and massed chorus 
of all of the Town’s school groups, with additional sup¬ 
port from church choirs, dance academies, and alum¬ 
ni of the schools’ music programs and musical pro¬ 
ductions over the years. 

The rehearsal will take place at the Agawam High 
School auditorium on Sunday afternoon, May 18th, 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Elementary, Middle School, 
and Junior High bands will not be included in this 
year’s rehearsal; however, senior musicians from the 
area have been invited to augment the band's instru¬ 
mentation. x 

The first part of the afternoon will be spent in a 
large group meeting in the High School auditorium 
with a band on the stage and members of the chorus, 
dancers, color guard, etc., in the regular seating area. 
Some of the songs that will be on the "Sing-Along" 
part of the program will be run through with Richie 
Mitnick on the organ'and Bob Coelln on the piano. 

Following this,- the songs that will have band 
accompaniment will be done, and then the groups will 
break up into those who will be working on choral 
numbers; another group for color guard involvement; 
and still another for visual dance effects (with the 
band continuing to practice numbers that will be done 
by the massed band without chorus involvement). 

The final hour will be spent with directors dis¬ 
cussing the results of the afternoon practice sessions 
and all other general issues of the production details. 


KIT AND KABOODLE PRODUCTIONS, Inc. will 
present The Hilltop Players Family Theatre produc¬ 
tion of “GOOD HELP IS SO HARD TO MURDER” by 
Pat Cook on Friday and Saturday, May 30th and 31st, 
at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, June 1st, at 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets are $8 for adults, and $6 for seniors and chil¬ 
dren under 12. 

This hysterical comedy-thriller tells the story of two 
eccentric Southern sisters, Mirabelle Coventry 
(Margie Secora of Southwick) and Delilah Tentrees 
(Marilene Allen of Agawam), who run an antiquated 
ante-bellum home with the help of their maid, Libby 
(Annie Kertanis of Enfield, CT) Delilah decides that 
they need to murder the maid because she “knows 
too much about this family” and sets about to accom¬ 
plish the deed. She is thwarted at nearly every turn by 
visitors to the home - Florence, a misguided mystic 
(Cil Millette of Agawam); Elmira, the next-door neigh¬ 
bor (Virginia Ventulett of Feeding Hills); Aunt Minnie, 
their deaf and loony relative (Nancy Klueh of Feeding 
Hills); and Officer Judy O’Brien (Kris Hodges of 
Agawam). Madcap mayhem results when an unex¬ 
pected electrical storm erupts and the Grim Reaper 
decides to make an appearance. 

Six of the actors in this seven-women production 
are well-known to area audiences. Cil and Annie have 
performed with such groups as Agawam Repertory 
Theatre, Encore Players and The Great Pretenders. 
Margie, Nancy and Virginia have performed with the 
Suffield Players and with Marilene at The Red Door 
Theatre. This play introduces Kris to acting and to the 
audience. As with all Red Door Theatre entertain¬ 
ment, this production is “family friendly." Seating is 
limited in this intimate theatre, so call today! Ticket 
reservations may be made by calling (413) 789-2026. 


Agawam Library to host poetry 
workshop on Wed., May 14th 


The Agawam Public Library welcomes Tom 
Nicotera for a poetry workshop entitled “The 
Language of Poetry" on Wednesday, May 14th at 7:00 
p.m. in the library’s small conference room. 

This is the second program in a four-part poetry 
series on Wednesdays in May. The workshop may be 
taken as part of the series, or it may be taken inde¬ 
pendently. 

This workshop will explore new ways to get the 
poem started using imagination and a language of the 
senses, the foundations of imagery and editing, and 
more tips on publishing and presenting the poem. All 
levels are welcome. Participants need not have taken 
the first workshop to enjoy this one. 

Tom Nicotera, M.A. Literature, works as a library 
cataloger at the American School for the Deaf. He 


recently edited the Charter Oaks Poets II Chapbook, 
was a featured poet on the Albany Cable TV program, 
“Poetry Motel,” and is the co-host of the Wintonbury 
Library Poetry Series. 

Publication credits include Painted Bride Quarterly, 
Journal of Poetry Therapy, the Boston Poet, and Raw 
Nervz. He was on the organizing committee of the 
2001 Connecticut Poetry Festival and has given 
numerous workshops and readings. In Washington, 
D.C., he was a founding member of the Second Wind 
Poetry Group and coordinated the Takoma Cafe 
Performance Poetry Series. He also writes poetry 
reviews for The Sly Librarian magazine. 

The program is free and open to adults and young 
adults (sixth-grade and above). Please register at the 
library, or call the Information Desk at 789-1550, ext. 
109. 


* CHINA STAR * 


Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 

382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170*789-7196 


FREE 

WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $15-Your Choice 

1. General Tso’s 

3. Qt. Pork Fried 

chicken 

Rice - $5.50 

(Med.) $5.95 

4. Qt. Vegetable 

2. Sesame Chicken 

5.10 Chicken 

(Med.) $5.95 

Fingers 


Expires 5-15-03 (With Coupon) 


Springfield 

Turnverein 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 
Karaoke - Fridays at 8 P.M. 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


“The Food 
Dude” 

by John Walters 
WMAS 1450 AM 



Pasta sauces... 

Over the years, I have found that my taste in pasta 
sauce has become pretty picky. I prefer the uickly 
made red sauce, thanks to my friend Nick Albano 
from Sorrento Pizza in West Springfield. He really 
makes the best and most varied red sauces than any¬ 
body else. 

If I am going to have a “ragu" sauce (not the jarred 
stuff), I have to call on my sister, Arlene. A ragu is the 
Sunday sauce ... the all-day-simmered sauce with 
tomatoes and meat bones (the “Red Lead.") Hers is 
the flavor that I crave; rich, meaty, and just a little oily. 
It clings to each piece of pasta with a tenacity that will 
not let go. 

Sorry, Arlene's sauce is a secret, but I will give you 
a reasonable replacement. Start with some diced 
pancetta (about 1/4 Lb.). Allow this to cook, and you 
can leave the crisp bits in or remove them. Add 1 
onion (finely diced) and 1 carrot (grated); allow them 
to simmer until softened. If needed, add 1 TB butter to 
the fat to brown the meat. 

Now, introduce 1 Lb. of baby back pork ribs (cut 
into single ribs) and brown. For the beef, I like to use 
short ribs; I add in at least one short rib per person. 
Brown with the pork ribs. Now, add 3 or 4 peeled gar¬ 
lic cloves and cook until the garlic is soft and golden. 

Pour in 2 cans (28 oz. each) of Italian tomatoes. 
Crush them with your hands and discard the tough 
top piece (where the stem was). Allow this to simmer 
all morning. I really mean this; if you start this around 
7:00 a.m., dinner will be ready about 2:00 p.m. 

For herbs, I like to use crumbled fresh basil to taste 
and just a touch of oregano. Taste the sauce, and a 
sprinkle of brown sugar can sweeten (if needed). You 
serve the sauce on the side with plenty of freshly grat¬ 
ed parmigiano reggiano cheese. 

The other sauce that you need for gnocchi is a 
fresh alfredo with a tough of nutmeg in it to excite the 
taste buds. You can make this extra rich by just reduc¬ 
ing the cream until you reach th^desired consistency, 
or you can make the sauce this way. 

I start off by sauteing one tablespoon of minced 
shallot in 4 TB of butter. I then add in 2 TB of flour and 
cook it slightly to take away the raw flour taste. Now, 
pour in a half mix of chicken stock and half & half. (2 
G total). Simmer to thicken, and season with a pinch 
of sea salt and some cracked black pepper. Finally, 
add in a 1/4 Tsp. of nutmeg. Serve over the gnocchi. 

Remember, listen to the “Food Dude” - it is not 
what you’re eating that’s most important... it is whom 
you’re dining with! 

Be sure to listen to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 
And, by all means pay a visit to my website - 
www.foodduderadio.com - for more recipes; while 
you’re there, make sure you visit the restaurant guid 


JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 
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For all the hometown 
news, you turn our pages 
each and every week ... 
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PUZZLE 

1 Deface 
4 Poke 

8 Prima donna 
12 Eye infection 

16 Alien’s spaceship 

17 Florida city 

18 Flat 

19 Sandusky’s state 

20 Bar bill 

21 Suave leading man 
of 30s and 40s 

23 Telescope viewer 

24 Blink of an eye 

26 Capital of Norway 

27 Acts 

29 _pick 

30 Distress call 

32 Light on Broadway 
34 Reverberate 
36 Build up 
39 Division (abbr.) 

41 French liqueur 

43 Anita 

44 Fibber 
46 Earns 

48 Female saint 

49 Fusses 

51 Away 

52 Nautical item 

54 Unrefined metal 

55 Zip 

56 Not up 

57 Promissory note 

58 Bid 

60 S. African settler 
62 Native ruler in Mid- 
East 

64 Acadian 
67 Boxer Muhammad 
70 Brink 
72 Relieve 

76 Constellation 

77 Roof overhang 
79 Evening in Rome 
“30 Rewrite 


81 Expression of dis¬ 
gust 

82 Small particle 

83 Aperture 

84 Wheeled vehicle 

85 Notebook 
88 Pouch 

90 That (possessive) 

91 Torah table 

92 Mop 

93 Cry softly 

95 Billion years 

96 “Forever 

99_Major (Big 

Dipper) 

102 Devour (2 wds.) 
105 Large inlets 
107 1938 filrp, featuring 
21 across 

111 Dos Passos trilogy 

112 Inflammatory dis¬ 
ease 

113 Related to 

114 Spads and brads 

115 Pastor (abbr.) 

116 End of a loaf 

117 Dole out 

118 Graduate (abbr.) 

119 East southeast 

DOWN 

1 Cur 

2 At a distance 

3 Swashbuckling role 
for 21 across 

4 Mr. 

5 Tropical edible root 

6 Andy’s radio partner 

7 Fives 

8 Eastern state 

9 Wall plant 

10 Peddle 

11 Green Gables 
dweller 

12 Metal joiner 

13 “_Katie 

Elder” (film for 66 


“Teen Ensemble” 


auditions slated at 
Red Door Theatre 


KIT AND KABOODLE PRODUCTIONS, Inc. has 
announced that auditions for its TEEN ENSEMBLE 
THEATRE will be held on Sunday, May 11th, from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at The Red Door Theatre, 152 
South Westfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

The TEEN ENSEMBLE THEATRE is open to any¬ 
one age 16 to 21. Auditions will be for the presenta¬ 
tion of a melodrama (specific title to be announced) 
which will be presented on June 20th, 21st, and 22nd 
at The Red Door Theatre. 

The audition will consist of cold readings. For more 
information, call (413) 789-2026. 


Meet The Master “ by Dick Mastroianni... 



down) 

14 Yang’s partner 

15 Dawn goddess 
17 Come across 
22 Feast fodder? 

25 AFL-_ 

28 Vane direction 
31 Moses’ mountain 

33 Dame” 

34 Verve 

35 Musical repeat 

36 Fish tank growth 

37 Film starring 66 
down 

38 Horse hair 

40 Refuse to sign a bill 

41 Pressure unit 

42 Colorer 
45 Crimson 

47 Oscar winner 
for 66 down 
50 Indian actor of 30s 


and 40s 
53 Luau dish 
59 Untied 
61 Singleton 

63 Protein sources 

64 Frat 

65 Breastplate 

66 Born Marion 
Morrison 

68 Allows 

69 Jacob’s father 

70 Curved letter 

71 Cafe 

73 Movie theme for 66 
down and 21 across 

74 Where Anna taught 

75 Bunsen burner 
78 Atmosphere 

86 Girl who’s»always in 
distress 

87 Move away 
89 d’etat 


91 Scarf 

94 Great ape 

95 Snaky fish 

97 Cheese from 
Holland 

98 Collect leaves 

100 Nova 

101 Opera solo 


103 Wields 

104 Do roadwork 

105 humbug!” 

106 Expert 

108 Humor 

109 Compass point 

110 Olden 


1 - 

| 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 

1 

time to get your pups 

FLUFFED & BUFFED AFTER THF I ONC 
| WINTER! WE RE HERE - TUES. thru FRI, 

1. 

1ST TIME CUSTOMERS 

Si |l| 

jifc 

NEW CUSTOMER 

Sandy’s K-9 Pet Salon 

Complete Dog Grooming by Diane Stawiarz 


$5 OFF - 789-1865 

1 1 Maple St., Agawam (Behind the Buc Lounge) 

L__ 

BRING THIS COUPON 


CALABRESE 
FARMS 



257 Feeding Hills Rd., Rte. 57 
_ i Southwick - (413) 569-6417 

|Come see our large selection of: 

Bedding Flowers, Geraniums, Perennials and Rose Bushes 

Mom 

Give Mom a gift that will last all season long ... 

Hanging Fuchias, Impatiens y Ivy Geraniums, Bacopia. 

Surfinia, Thunbergia, Wave & Million Bells Petunias, 

Torenia & Many More Hangers... 



IFmmh IFmuu Our Dmi IFUJjh. 

Spinach and Rhubarb 

Cold Weather Vegetables <& More 























































































































★GOOD* 


PRIOR TO THE SPRING VACATION, the Agawam Junior Women's Club sponsored the 11th annual Three Point and Free Throw shooting 


contest for the Agawam Junior High Non-Users Club. Held in the school's gym, the contest awarded trophies and prizes that were provided by 


the Junior Women's Club. In left photo: Back row - Donna Shibley, representing the Agawam Junior Women's Club; Kelly Poirier, girls' three 
point and free throat runner-up; Lindsey Strole, girls' three point champion; and Linda F ortunato, girls' free throw champion. Front row - 
Tom Albano, boys' free throw champion and three point runner-up; Tom Stellato, boys' three point champion; and Randy Holmes, boys' free 


throw runner-up. In right photo: Peer Leaders from Agawam High School were on hand to help at the annual event. Back row: Peer Leaders 
Jennifer Epaul, Tonya Barulfaldi, Mary Gottardi, and Megan Sellers. Front row: Peer Leaders Amanda Rozanski, Ariel O'Malley, and Gina 


Ruscio. and James Ryan (faculty advisor for the Junior High Non-Users Club). 


Rosie Robotics finishes second competition season 


Rosie Robotics, Agawam High School’s FIRST 
Robotics team, has finished its second official compe¬ 
tition season. The team started out on January 16th 
when this year’s design challenge was shown to the 
FIRST Robotic community in Manchester, New 
Hampshire. 

This year’s challenge was to build a robot capable 
of stacking ordinary plastic tote boxes and maneuver¬ 
ing around a playing field consisting of a wire mesh 
ramp and a slippery high density polyethylene plat¬ 
form. Each tote box in your scoring zone was worth 
one point and each stack of boxes became the multi¬ 
plier for your score. If your team had 12 boxes in the 
zone and a stack of four, the final score was 48 points. 
Add 25 points if your robot was on top of the platform 
at the end of the two-minute match. The matches 
turned into a battle to the end for control of boxes and 
of strength to maintain the “King of the Hill.” 

Rosie set out at the beginning of the year to design 
and build a robot capable of stacking multiple boxes, 
and with enough traction and speed to move around 
quickly and with enough power to play offense and 
defense effectively. With her six-wheel drive system, 
1/2-inch drill motors for power, and 2-to-1 gear reduc¬ 
tion, and “snow tires” for traction on the wire ramp, no 
other robot was able to push herself if she did not 
want to be pushed. 


The forklift arms for lifting the boxes were the major 
challenge for the team. With the relentless engineer¬ 
ing, machining, testing, and assembly work of stu¬ 
dents Neil Cameron and Nicole Cristelli, under the 
guidance of Mr. Samson (from Interstate Design 
Company) and Mr. Cameron, Rosie became one of 
the few robots on the East Coast capable of stacking 
boxes. 

Rosre attended two regional competitions this year; 
the New England/United Technologies Regional in 
Hartford and the Mid-Atlantic/Johnson & Johnson 
Regional at Rutgers University in New Jersey. In 
Hartford, Rosie had a tough first day of competition 
and found her in 28th spot (out of 44). On the second 
day of competition, Rosie won her four matches and 
climbed out of the cellar to finish 14th. The good for¬ 
tune would not last. Rosie was bypassed and not cho¬ 
sen to be on an alliance in the championship rounds. 
She was done for the weekend. 

After the disappointing performance in Hartford, the 
team redoubled its efforts to get noticed by the larger 
and stronger teams. The 
Spirit did a GREAT job 
under the guidance of Spirit 
Captain Ashley Gorman, 

Mary Gottardi, Jackie and 
Cait Geaughan, Jessica 


Benson, and Heather Burgen. Electric signs were 
designed and manufactured by the girls, along with 
hand-held signs, tie-dyed bandanas, and large, sand¬ 
wich board-style letters to spell our R-O-S-l-E. I 
believe Mr. Burns wore the S! 

In New Jersey, the Drive team did very well with 
Chief Strategist Kyle Henry, Driver Steve Goehlert 
and Dale Hope, Max Bertrand, Bryant .Cesan, and 
many other teammates rotating through the. human 
player role. The team drove Rosie to an 18th-place 
overall with a 7-3 record. The pit crew, under the 
direction of Pit Crew Captain Ricky Walker, was kept 
very busy making repairs to Rosie’s lifting arms and 
drive train and making sure the robot was ready for 
every match in the best shape she could be. 

After a match, they had to piece the lifting arms 
back together in the pits without the aid of a welder 
after they were smashed to pieces. During the 
alliance pairings, the team rose to ninth place, but was 

SEE ROBOTICS - Page 28 


STACY INSURANCE AGENCY 


“For All Your Insurance Needs ” 

* Free Registry Service * No Down Payments ]f Qualified 

* Cancelled Insurance Replaced * Low Monthly Payments 


- LOW DOWN PAYMENT - 


HOME * AUTO * FIRE 

LIFE * BUSINESS * PROPERTY & CASUALTY 


Justice of the Peace NOTARY PUBLIC 

Fax # 789-0406 

Located at 31 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills 01030 


Member - American Optometric Association 


And 


Jjjp) Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice 
Secure Horizons 
Medicare 
Tufts 

Davis Vision 
Cigna 

ConnectiCare 334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 

Pioneer Health (413) 789=0031 

Health New England 


Contact Lenses 
and 

Contact Lens 
Solutions 
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AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS Luda Nikolaychuk (above) and Rahada Lazkani 
(below) worked on an art project recently in conjuction with the school's Technology Education 
Department. 

Visual Arts 
Advocacy 

by Deb Florek 


This is the.seventh article on Visual Arts Advocacy 
taken from the. National Arts Education Association. 
These nine advocacy points illustrate the importance 
of an arts education in our K-12 schools. 

- “Arts is not a freedom from discipline, but disci¬ 
plined freedom" - Rev. Edward M. Catichi, artist and 

instructor 

ADVOCACY POINT SEVEN 
Self-discipline 

Joyous as it may be, the act of creating demands 
enormous self-discipline that teaches students to 
learn how to handle frustration and failure in pursuit of 
their ideas. It requires setting goals, selecting a strat¬ 
egy, determining how to apply it, and continually mak¬ 
ing assessments and revisions - in other words, think¬ 
ing and solving problems. It is the human mind oper¬ 
ating at its very best. 

The arts teach an attention to nuance and help stu¬ 
dents to see that small differences can have a large 
effect. The arts develop the ability to shift aims in 
progress, to pursue goals that were not conceptual¬ 
ized at the onset. Through the arts, students are able 
to frame the world from an aesthetic perspective, to 
see the world from a new angle with fresh eyes. 

“You can't create without analysis, evaluation, and 

problem-solving. So, the arts are the perfect model 
for moving into higher levels of thinking” - Rose 
Margaret Myers, Principal, Ashley River Elementary 

School - 

For more information on the Agawam Public 
Schools Visual Arts Department, please view our web 
page at www.aaawampublicschools.orQ . 

Guidance bulletin 
from Agawam 
High School 

College Acceptances : Congratulations! 

Matthew Rheault: Teikyo Post University. 

Angeline Simone: Westfield State College, 
University of Maine at Farmington. 

Ashlee Montessi: Western New England College, 
Holyoke Community College, Springfield Technical 
Community College. 

Mario Melloni: Framingham State College. 

Ashley Brodeur: Fitchburg State College. 

Zinaida Adzhigirey: Holyoke Community College. 


ROBOTICS - from Page 27 

once again not chosen for the championship rounds 
and done for the weekend. 

Overall, this was a successful FIRST Robotics sea¬ 
son. The team met or exceeded all of the goals it set 
for itself. The STUDENTS decided what strategy to 
use, the STUDENTS worked out the design, the STU¬ 
DENTS did ALL of the machining, the STUDENTS did 
the work, and EVERYBODY had the fun. 

Next up for Rosie are two fundraising events. The 
first is a chicken dinner on May 16th at the American 
Legion Post #185 from 4:30-7:30 p.m. ($6 in advance, 
$7 at the door, call 789-0684 for more info.). 

The BIG one is the second Annual Tournament of 
Rosie Golf Scramble at St. Anne Country Club on 
June 1st. This is going to be a great day of golf and 
fun in the sun. This is Rosie’s big fundraiser of the 
year. We expect a large turnout, so put together your 
foursomes now. The cost of $75 per golfer includes 
golf, cart, dinner, and prizes. Extra dinner tickets can 
be purchased for $20. Call 786-4382 or visit 
www.team839.com for more information. 

Rosie would like to thank her sponsors for allowing 
the team to participate in the FIRST Robotics pro¬ 
gram. The team would not have gotten far without the 
engineering expertise of Jim Stone and his engineers 
at Interstate Design Company on Gold St. Financial 
support came from MicroTest Labs, one of the fastest 
growing companies in the medical testing fields; 
Hartford Steam Boiler, recognizing the importance of 
introducing students to engineering at an early age; 
Six Flags, to add some fun; and Berkshire Power, 
because that’s what the BP Community Grant pro- 
gramis all about. Thanks also go out to the Rotary and 
Kiwanis and to all those who attended and supported 
the team through the dinners and Roses for Rosie 
campaign. All of these contributed to the success of 
Rosie and to the education of your children. 

Parents Advisory 
Council to meet 


The Agawam Parents Advisory Council (APAC) will 
meet May 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the Agawam High 
School cafeteria. Featured speaker will be Ellyn 
Schneider, Director of Special Services. Her topic will 
be "State of the State in Agawam Special Education 
Services.” 

She will discuss the program, priorities, expected 
and anticipated changes and services, new pro¬ 
grams, and reorganization. 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


Call Today For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates - 786-2100 




Mon. • Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9*5 


4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
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"Kids’ Campus" hold spring vacation classes... 



The newly-formed "Kids' Campus" (located at 349 Cooper Street, Agawam) conducted a series 
of classes during the spring vacation week. These classes were introductions to "Princess 
Camp" 1 and 2 and "Middle Ages Fun," just three of the eight summer camp programs being 
offered in July. In the photo above (from left): Medieval Princes Samantha, six year-old Alexxis 
Hadfield of South Deerfield, and Snow White enjoyed themselves during the "Princess" class. 



DURING THE "PRINCESS" CLASS offered by the Kids’ Campus, children learned about dif¬ 
ferent princesses, did some fun dancing, and decorated their own cape, crown, puppet, and 
necklace. Snow White made a special appearance and crowned each of the participants at the 
end of the class. 



THE "KIDS’ CAMPUS" also held a "Knight for a Day" class (above), wherein the children 
made their own tunis, shield, sword, and dragons. They learned all about the process of becom¬ 
ing a knight; received "special" knight training; and staged a mock battle at the end of the class. 
For more information regarding the "Kids’ Campus" summer program, call 789-1821. 


Agawam Schools’ 
weekly lunch menu 

Agawam High School 

Mon., 5/12: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping 
sauce, steamed white rice, California mixed veg¬ 
etables, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., 5/13: "Sampler Basket” (filled with good 
stuff) - baked onion rings, vegetable of the day, 
assorted chilled fruit, “wacky cake.” 

Wed., 5/14: “Gilardi’s" stuffed crust pizza, salad 
w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
cookie. 

Thurs., 5/15: Spicy chicken pattie on a roll in 
wrapper, baked french fries, seasoned corn, assort¬ 
ed chilled fruit, ice cream sandwich. 

Fri., 5/16: “Hu Ke Lau Day” - six chicken fingers 
w/duck sauce, pork fried rice, Oriental mixed veg¬ 
etables, pineapple chunks, fortune cookies. 

Agawam Junior High School 

Mon., 5112: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping 
sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned mixed veg¬ 
etables, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., 5/13: Nachos w/cheese sauce & salsa, 
warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted chilled 
fruit, school-baked brownie. 

Wed., 5/14: Bacon cheeseburger on a roll 
w/condiments, baked french fries, vegetable of the 
day, assorted chilled fruit, Oreo cake w/frosting. 

Thurs., 5/15: “Domino’s Day" - slice of cheese 
pizza, salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, 
school-baked cookie. 

Fri., 5/16: "Manager’s Choice.” (Don’t worry; it 
will be good!) 

Agawam Middle School 

Mon., 5/12: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping 
sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned mixed veg¬ 
etables, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., 5/13: Nachos w/cheese sauce & salsa, 
warm dinner roll, seasoned corn, assorted chilled 
fruit, school-baked brownie. 

Wed., 5/14: “Domino’s Day” - slice of cheese 
pizza, salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, 
school-baked cookie. 

Thurs., 5/15: Chicken pattie on a..roll w/mayo, 
baked potato rounds, seasoned green beans, 
assorted chilled fruit, Jello w/topping. 

Fri., 5/16: "Manager’s Choice.” (Don’t worry; it 
will be good!) 

Agawam Elementary Schools 

Mon., 5/12: Popcorn chicken bites w/dipping 
sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort¬ 
ed chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., 5/13: "Domino’s Day” - slice of cheese 
pizza, salad w/lite dressing, assorted chilled fruit, 
Otis Spunkmeyer cookie (Phelps and Clark). 

Wed., 5/14: Grab and go ... "May Day Lunch 
Bag" - ham & cheese sandwich, individual chips, 
100% fruit juice cups, fresh Mac apples, 2 pk. Oreo 
cookie. Don’t forget your milk! 

Thurs., 5/15: Two baked breadsticks w/meat 
sauce on the side, buttered noodles w/broccoli 
cuts, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked cookie. 

Fri., 5/16: “Manager’s Choice.” (Don't worry; it 
will be good!) 



tHmK BtFOREVOU STRIKE. 


W 

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES. 
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Mary Ann’s students/teachers visit NYC... 



IN CELEBRATION OF ’’NATIONAL DANCE WEEK,” the students and teachers of the Mary 
Ann Studios of Dance (745 Main Street, Agawam /1168 Boston Road, Springfield) spent the day 
recently in New York City, the dance capital of the world. After taking dance classes from 
Broadway and international performers, the group toured NYC from the Statue of Liberty to 
Rockefeller Center and NBC Studios; shopped the 5th Avenue stores and got great bargains at 
Macy's; took horse-and-buggy rides in Central Park; and visited museums and the Empire 
State Building. Everyone had a sensational time during this exciting and educational trip. 


Calendar of May 
events from AHS 

Saturday, May 10th: “Music in the Parks" (All-Day 
Music Festival). 

Monday, May 12th: AP Tests, Biology, 7:30 a.m., 
Physics, 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 13th: Breakfast; MCAS ELA 
Lang/Lit; AP Test, Chemistry, 7:30 a.m.; NHS; 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 49; Art Club, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 51. 

Wednesday, May 14th: MCAS Test ELA Lang/Lit; 
SAVE to Forest Park Zoo, 2:00 p.m.; 

Intergenerational Poetry, 1:50 p.m.; As Schools Match 
Wits, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; Academic Decathlon, 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 72; Peer Leadership, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 44.. 

Thursday, May 15th: Breakfast; MCAS Math; 
Annual Spring Chorus/Band Concert, 7:00 p.m., 
Auditorium; School Council, 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, May 16th: Breakfast; CLASS ELEC¬ 
TIONS; MCAS Math; Great East Music Festival, 
Auditorium; Band Banquet, 6:00 p.m., Chateau 
Provost; Practical Law Classes to State Penitentiary; 
State Police Essay Contest Due. 

Saturday, May 17th: “Music in the Parks" (All-Day 
Music Festival). 

Tuesday, May 20th: Breakfast; MCAS Sci/Tech; 
Art Club, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 51; Annual "Band Time” 
Concert, grades 5-12, 7:00 p.m., Gym. 

Wednesday, May 21st: SENIOR EXAMS - Per. I, 
II, III; As Schools Match Wits, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; Peer 
Leadership, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 44; Math Club, 2:00 p.m., 
Rm. 72. 

Thursday, JVlay 22nd: SENIOR EXAMS - Per. IV, 
V; Student Government, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; 
Vaudeville Show, 7:00 p.m., Auditorium. 

Friday, May 23rd:' Breakfast; SENIOR EXAMS - 
Per. VI,;VII. . 

Monday, May 26th: MEMORIAL DAY; AHS Band 
at the Memorial Day Parade. 

Tuesday, May 27th: Breakfast; SENIOR MAKE¬ 
UP EXAMS; NHS, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; Art Club, 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 51. 

Wednesday, May 28th: SENIOR MAKE-UP 
EXAMS; Peer Leadership, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 44; 
Intergenerational Poetry, 1:50 p.m., Rm. 38; As 
Schools Match Wits, 2:00 p.m., Rm*. 49. 

Thursday, May 29th: SENIOR CLASS MEET¬ 
ING/PICNIC, 8:30 a.m., Auditorium/Harmon Smith 
Field; SENIOR YEARBOOK AND CAP & GOWN DIS¬ 
TRIBUTION. 

Friday, May 30th: Breakfast; GRADUATION 
REHEARSAL, 9:00 a.m., Symphony Hall; AHS 
Students to participate in the American Cancer 
Society's "Relay for Life.” 

Saturday, May 31st: “Frills & Thrills" Music 
Festival, AHS (All-Day); AHS Students to participate 
in the American Cancer Society’s “Relay for Life." 


Ag„ Middle School 

< 

Counselor’s News 

by Thomas F. Dacey 
Middle School Counselor 

It is important for parents to know that students' 
Progress Reports, which warn of poor academic 
achievement and other problems during the fourth 
marking period, will be issued on or about May 16th. 
The parents of the students who receive Student 
Progress Reports are asked to please sign and return 
them to the school as soon as possible. 

Since the school year is rapidly coming to a close, 
parents are advised to monitor their children’s 
progress carefully. Timely completion of homework 
and regular school attendance are essential. Parents 
are urged to check their children’s Agenda Books reg¬ 
ularly to be sure that homework is done. 

MCAS tests will begin at the Middle School the 
week of May 12th. The fifth grade students will be tak¬ 
ing a test on science and technology/engineering. 
The sixth graders are to be tested on mathematics. All 
students should make every effort to be present at 
school during the MCAS tests so that make-up tests 
will not be necessary. 


Former Celtics 
great Bill Russell 
to speak at WNEC 

Former Boston Celtics great Bill Russell will deliv¬ 
er remarks at the Western New England College tra¬ 
ditional undergraduate Commencement ceremony 
on Saturday, May 17th at 2:30 p.m. at the Alumni 
Healthful Living Center on the College’s main cam¬ 
pus. 

Russell, the Commencement speaker, will receive 
an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from the 
College. During the ceremony, John H. Davis, former 
chairman and CEO of American Saw & Manufacturing 
and current chairman and CEO of DFE Partners in 
Springfield, will also receive an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters from the College. 

William M. Bennett, Hampden County district attor¬ 
ney, will be the Commencement speaker at Western 
New England College’s off-campus program and 
graduate students Commencement ceremony on 
Sunday, May 18th at 2:30 p.m. at the Alumni 
Healthful Living Center. During the ceremony, Rita M. 
Tremble, founder of Valley Communications Systems, 
will receive an honorary Doctor of Hunjpne Letters 
from the College. District Attorney Bennett and 
Hampden County Sheriff Michael J. Ashe, Jr. will 
each receive the Western New England College 
President's Medallion. Justice John M. Greaney will 
be the Commencement speaker at the Western New 
England College School of Law Commencement 
ceremony on Saturday, May 17th at 9:30 a.m. at 
Springfield Symphony Hall in downtown Springfield. 
Greaney will receive the Western New England 
College President’s Medallion as will Henry M. 
Thomas III, president of the Urban League of 
Springfield. 

AHS Rosie Robotics 
to host chicken dinner 

The Agawam High School award-winning Rosie 
Robotics Team will host a fundraising Chicken Dinner 
on Friday, May 16th from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion Post #185, Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Admission is $6 in advance, $7 at the 
door. Dinner will include baked chicken, garlic roasted 
potato, vegetable, salad, rolls, desssert, and coffee 
and tea. 

For more information and advance ticket sales, call 
789-0684 or visit us on the web- at 
www.team839.com . 


Registration to end 
soon for Summer 
Reading Camp 

Will your children keep up their reading skills this 
summer? Studies have shown that children who don’t 
read over the summer can lose up to a month of read¬ 
ing skills. In order to combat this “summer slump,” the 
Agawam School System is pleased to announce the 
fifth year of CAMP S.O.A.R. or “Summer of Active 
Reading. 

This highly successful enrichment reading program 
will once again be conducted for any child currently 
enrolled in the Agawam Public Schools in grades 
kindergarten, one, two, three, or four. 

Students who attend CAMP S.O.A.R. acquire self- 
confidence so that the love or reading is extended 
throughout the rest of the summer. What does this 
mean? They read, read, read, # ALL summer long. 
When these students start school in the fall, their 
reading skills are right on target! 

This fun-filled summer reading program, which is 
an extension of our elementary reading curriculum, 
reinforces those skills learned in the classroom and 
teaches them some new skills, too! The best part 
about CAMP S.O.A.R. is the student/teacher ratio of 
5 to 1. Your child will get the individual attention 
she/he needs in order to grow as a reader. 

WHEN: June 26th-July 18th (Camp will not be in 
session Friday. July 4th); TIME: 9:00 A,M.-12:00 
Noon; WHERE: Robinson Park School; CLASS SIZE: 
Approximately 5 students per teachers; COST: $300 
Per Child. DEADLINE: May 16th. 

If you are interested in having your child participate 
in “CAMP S.O.A.R” summer reading program, fill out 
a registration form for Mrs. Sally Lepage at the 
Superintendent’s Office by Friday, May 16, 2003, as 
well as a non-refundable deposit of $100. Checks 
should be made out to the Agawam Public Schools 
Summer Reading Program. The remaining balance of 
$200 must be paid by Friday, June 6, 2003. 

If you have any questions regarding summer read¬ 
ing camp, contact Janice DeFilipi, the Camp S.O.A.R. 
director, at Granger Elementary School - 821-0580. 

For the best in local goods 
and services, be sure to 
check our classifieds each 
and every week...AANH! 
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Ag. Jr. High School’s 
Term Three 


Agawam Middle School’s 
Term Three HONOR ROLL 


HONOR ROLL 

* GRADE EIGHT: 

Thomas Albano, Christopher Alvanos, Michael 
Andrews, Cassandra Ashwell, Elizabeth Avondo, 
Mauricio Barboza-Castillio, Lev Bazukin, Christina 
Bertrand, Brian Boglisch, Paul Bondarenko, Andrea 
Braccialarghe, Caitlin Breault, Ashley Brinkmann, 
Glenna Brooks, Molly Brooks. 

Kayla Bryant, Steven Butt, Seth Carrier, Lauren 
Chartier, Heather Coache, Briana Conchieri, Nicholas 
Dassatti, Caitlyn Davis, Andrew Dawson, Adam 
deLiefde, Zachary Demers, Anthony DePalma, 
Joshua Dion, Rachel Dionne, Leah Drewnowski. 

Amy Dulude, Kida Ejesi, Brian Foley, Zan 
Frederick, Dirk Gendron, Christopher Ghidoni, Paul 
Glantz, Laura Gomes, Caitlin Grimaldi, Michael 
Hajdamowicz, Chelsea Hendricks, Natalie Honsinger, 
Katelyn lacolo, Samantha Justilian, Roman 
Katalnikov, Justine Kedzior. 

Jessica Kodess, Stephan Krach, Theresa Krach, 
Greggory Lane, Samantha Lisee, Lauren Longhi,. 
Jennifer Lough, Kelly MacIntyre, Lauren Maloney, 
Brittany Margiotta, Brian Merriam, Brittany Michel, 
Anna Misischia, Erica Morris, Jenna Nagel. 

Molly Nowill, Kevin Osgood, Julie Parisien, Ewa 
Pawezka, Kaleigh Payette, Lindsey Pfau, Nicholas 
Pioggia, Timothy Piquptte, Adam Plante, Kelly Poirier, 
Amanda Ripolone, Myungsun Rc, Matthew Roberts, 
Sarah Roos, Rebecca Rosenberg, Danielle Russo. 

Nicholas Savard, Meaghan Serra, Heather 
Smethurst, Rosina Songorova, Cory St. Germain, 
Br endon Struck, Amanda Therrien, Kathleen 
Thibortoai-s Ti^mev. Paul Trimboli, Gyslian 

furgeon, Victoria Vilkhovoy, Kelsi Watkins, Ashley 
Wolo s, Kevin Yo. 

* GRADE SEVEN: 

Nicholas Abraham, Krystina Albano, Emily Baker, 
Christina Barbarisi, Carisa Bobskill, Phillip Boglisch, 
Vincent Buiso, Nicole Cameron, Eric Cancelliere, 
Kristen Cardaropoli, Ashley Carmel, Mackenzie 
Cassidy, Rebecca Colson, Randy Corriveau, 
Christine Davignon. 

Salvatore DePalma, Sergey Domnenko, Blake 
Dutilfy, Katherine Figella, Stephanie Giffin, Theresa 
Glod, Adam Gonyeau, Julie Gorman, Erica Graves, 
Joseph Grimaldi, Beth Hayden, Colin Hensel, Lisa 
Hersey, Shaunna Howe, Sae Hwang. 

Carly Keeley, Caitlin Kelley, Joseph King, Roman 
Kizilov, Artur Kulmizev, Chelsea Lafontaine, Emily 
Laliberte, Eric Lane, Matthew Lapins, Joseph Largay, 
Houssam Lazkani, Amanda Ledwith, Frank Liberti, 
Meghan Little, Brett Longhi. 


* GRADE SIX: 

Isabel Ablianitis, Henry Adams, Yekaterina 
Agibalov, Kendra Albano, Dalton Ashwell, Garrett 
Asselin, Saridra Babbin, Felicia Baiardi, Kaitlin Ball, 
Nicole Beaudry, Joseph Blais, Chelsea Blanchard, 
Brie Bobecki, Austin Bodzioch, Ashley Breault, 
Brianne Brinkmann, Jheremy Brown, Lauren Brown, 
Rachel Butt, Lindsay Caroleo, Angela Casinghino, 
Megan Chapman, Justin Chartier. 

Brandon Chase, Jamie Colburn, Steven Costa, 
Michael Counos, Kathleen Cristelli, Michelle Curtis, 
Victor DeCaro, Fedosiya Domnenko, Taryn Dooley, 
Kimberly Dorans, Alyssa Doyle, Katelyn Doyle, 
Mackenzie Doyle, Megan Dupre, Abigail Eger, Jacob 
Ferreira, Nicholas Ferreira, Ashley Fink, Benjamin 
Fish, Jonathan Forfa, David Franco, Joseph Frigo, 
William Gabel. 

Jonathan Gardner, Jacob Garfield, Denise Gates, 
Cori Geiger, Laken Gendron, Kristin Gill, David Glista, 
Carlos Gomez, Matthew Graham, Christina Hanke, 
Taylor Hartmann, Lauren Hayden, Jennifer Hensel, 
Julia Holmes, Chelsea Isom, Whitney Johnson, 
Meghan Juddf Jacob Kopyscinski, Kevin Kozikowski, 
Stephanie Kudlic, Sujay Kulshrestha, Katelyn 
LaBroad, Brittany Laflamme. 

Matthew LaFoe, Colin Langlois, Brittany LaPlante, 
Jeffrey LaZazzera, Brandon Learned, Corinne Lewis, 
Frank Luvera III, Kimberly Lynch, Kayla Lyons, 
Kathryn Malone, Kevin Mangano, Gena Mangiaratti, 
Daniel Masciotra, Anthony Masotti, Andrew 
Mattarazzo, Patrick McLane, Lilia Melnichuk, Emily 
Mias, Kamila Misiak, Antonia Moore, Megan Moriarty, 
Jonathon Mortenson, Devon Mozdzanowski. 

Ryan Muller, Kara Murphy, Kathleen Murphy, Haley 
Muzzy, Pratiti Nakrani, Katarzyna Nowik, Brendan 
O’Brien, Timothy Olson, Alexander Orban, Nicole 
Ou/mette, Christopher Peucker, Joseph Pirro, Allison 
Plante, Nicole Proulx, Samantha Rafay, Michael 
Rigali, Allyson Ripke, Victor Ronca, Gabriela Rossi, 
Frank Sacco, Nitesh Sankalia, Andrew Schnepp, 
Nathaniel Scuderi. 

Katelyn Sherry, Rebecca Skiba, Emily Sotolotto, 
Sarah St. Germain, Brittany Struck, Anthony 
Strycharz, Alyssa Styckiewicz, Kellie-Anne Suska, 
Chelsea Theroux, Brittney Twohig, Jillian Van Ness, 
Paul Vecchiarelli, Philip Vecchiarelli, Jesse Vega, Amy 
Vermette, Carin Wagner, Michael Watts, Joseph 
Wetmore, Kaitlyn Weyant, Ryan Wheeler, Kristopher 
Wilson, Alison Woods. 

* GRADE FIVE: 

Alyssa Abraham, Samantha Abraham, Ashley 
Allen, Gregory Auld, Joshua Bailey, Jacqueline 
Bakhtiar, Dalton Boglisch, Nicholas Bonafilia, Mario 
Bonavita, Andrew Bortolussi, Nicholas Boucher, 
Megan Breault, Keven Brown, Arianne Brus, Jared 
Burinskas, Courtney Bussiere, Robert Calise, 


Gabrielle Calvanese, Sarah Carmel. 

Kelsey Caroleo, Kristopher Carrington, Laura 
Carter, Jennifer Casinghino, Alexander Cassell, 
Matthew Cassie, Andrew Cayer, Brittney Chechile, 
Victor Ciurleo, Christopher Copeland, Jamie 
Corriveau, Ashley Cross, Amanda Cummings, Aaron 
Cushing, Sarah Daglio, Giani DePalma, Deepa Desai, 
Dina Desai, Justin Dion, Miranda Dondero. 

Danielle Dubuc, Maxine Dudek, Tyler Egerton, 
Alexander Einzig, Andrew Ellsworth, Colin Fenton, 
Antonio Ferrentino, Katherine Fife, Joshua Fisher, 
Danielle Flynn, Ashley Fortier, Katelyn Foster, 
Timothy Fournier, Caitlin Frazier, Jessica Friedrich, 
Dylan Garfield, Stephanie Gay, Rene Gemme, 
Heather Ghidoni, Nicholas Giusto, Elizabeth Gloster, 
Joshua Goggin, Gabrielle Gonet, Nicolette Gonyea. 

Erik Goodhue, Nicholas Gould, Gina Grimaldi, 
Michael Hacking, Charles Haggerty II, Kyle 
Hendricks, Kimberly Hitchcock, Adam Howe, Brianna 
Janicki, Sara Jensen, Kathleen Jergensen, Jennifer 
Kapinos, Olga Karcha, Kyle Keeley, Samantha 
Kelleher, Colleen King, Kathryn King, Steven 
Klimczak, Alexis Knowles, Daniel Kononitz, John 
Kudlic. 

Stefani Laflamme, Kyle LaFoe, Katelyn Landry, Ian 
Lewis, Karina Litvak, Morgan Lockwood, Chapin 
Long, Zackary Loos, Douglas Loubier, Kevin Mackin, 
Briana Maggi, Erin Mallory, Kyle Mansi, Cam Martin, 
Nikolai Martin, Abbey Massaro, Anna Matys, Nicholas 
McCann, Kara McCormick, Timothy McDonald, 
Brandon McElligott, Daniel McKenney, David 
Melnichuk, Gregory Mercure, Talia Messier, Cara 
Mittier, Brittany Montanez. 

Anthony Montano, Scott Morace, Nicholas 
Morassi, Amanda Mprin, Ryan Mulkern, Karen Muller, 
Brianna Newton, David Olbrych, Kyleigh Oliveira, Erin 
Olson, Brianna Paine, James Paleologopoulos, 
Victoria Parent, Kevin Paulin, Michael Paulin, Carley 
Pelletier, Christina Pietroniro, Amanda Pittenger, 
Brooke Quesnel. 

James Regnier, Anthony Rescigno, Austin Roberts, 
Taylor Roberts, Angela Rosati, Jenna Roy, Kayla 
Ryan, Gregorio Santa, Angela Sarnelli, Stephanie 
Scherpa, Rebecca Schnepp, Brandon Serafino, Dina 
Shevchuk, Bradford Siegars, Jennifer Simone, Caitlin 
Simpson, Joseph Slaimen,. Cody Smith, Brandyn 
Snyder. 

Alla Songorova, Regina Spafford, Cody Springer, 
Alexandra St. John, Michael Stempel, Shannon 
Stephens, Amber Szczebak, Karen Tang, Brittany 
Theroux, Nicole Theroux, Myrissa Tortoriello, Joseph 
Toto, Brian Toussaint, Alexandria Tynan, Kenny Ung, 
Scott Urban, Molly Uzar, Christopher Vella, Michael 
Vilkhovoy, Thomas Walker, Lauren Weiner, Keith 
Wetmore, Cory Williams, Allyson Witaszek, Justin 
Wright, Oleg Yermakov. 


Basketball World to host NBA coach 
and scouts at summer camps 


Nathan Lovotti, Sara Lovotti, Nicole Lownds, 
Jessica Marceno, Megan Martin, Meghan 
Masciadrelli, Daniel Matroni, Elizabeth Mattarazzo, 
Justin McDonald, Katherine McGeoghan, Julie 
Montalvo, Anthony Morassi, Kaitlin Neilsen, Matthew 
O’Brien, Neil Patel. 

Jessica Peck, Marc Penna, Rachel Pokorny, 
Daniel Polaski, Sarah Ruett, Travis Ritter, Brenton 
Schivley, Philip Scoville, Nimish Shah, Margaret 
Sheehan, Andrea Simmons, Nicholas Sliech, Danielle 
Stelma, Lindsay Strole, Heather Thompson. 

Justin Timmons, Sapa Truong, Jeena Vancini, 
Karissa Venne, Daniel Vershon, David Vilkhovoy, 
Daniel Walsh, Sean Walsh, Stephen Walsh, 
Christopher Waters, Andrew White, Ashley Williams, 
Alexander Zmaczynski, Eleni Zouridakis. 


Basketball World will conduct two weeks of Day 
Camp for boys and girls ages eight to 18. The boys’ 
week will be from July 28th through August 1st; the 
girls’ week will be August 4th through August 8th. The 
camps will be held at Suffield Academy in Suffield, CT. 

The camps are under the direction of Toronto 
Raptors Advance Pro Scout Paul Wissel, and 
Sacramento Kings Advance Pro Scout Scott Wissel. 
The special guest instructor at the camps will be 
Memphis Grizzlies Assistant Coach Hal Wissel. 

"We give campers the same teachings we give 
NBA players,” said Hal Wissel. "We work with players 


of all ages and abilities who love basketball and want 
to become better.” 

Teachings focus on basketball fundamentals and 
building the players’ self-confidence. 

“The most important thing to teach campers is con¬ 
fidence,” emphasized Paul Wissel. “If you’re confident 
and believe in yourself, you’ll be a success not just in 
the game of basketball, but in life itself.” 

Basketball World has been running camps and clin¬ 
ics across the country for more than 30 years. For a 
brochure and more information, call toll-free 888-812- 
5452 or Visit www.basketballworld.com . 


Looking for a gift for that “hard to shop for” person? Let the ADVERTISER NEWS 
help you with your holiday shopping. A one-year subscription is only $26, 
and this makes a great stocking stuffer. Just mail in a check along 

with your name and address to the 
ADVERTISER NEWS, PO. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030... 
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Ericc Powell part of 
Habitat for Humanity 
volunteer program 

Ericc Powell, a resident of Agawam and a member 
of the class of 2006 at Providence College, recently 
spent a week with Habitat for Humanity as part of the 
international organization’s Collegiate Challenge: 
Spring Break 2003. 

Powell was among nearly 100 Providence College 
students who volunteered to spend their spring break 
working at 10 Habitat home sites in four states and 
the District of Columbia. They participated through the 
Habitat campus chapter at Providence College, which 
is sponsored by the chaplain’s office. Powell worked 
on a home project in Washington, D.C. 

Founded in 1976, Habitat for Humanity 
International is a non profit, nondenominational 
Christian housing organization. Habitat builds and 
rehabilitates simple, decent, affordable houses in 
partnership with those in need of adequate shelter 
and other volunteers who work through more than 
1,900 affiliates worldwide. 

Providence College is the only college or universi¬ 
ty in the United States administered by the Dominican 
Friars. The Catholic, liberal arts college has an under¬ 
graduate enrollment of approximately 3,700 students 
and offers degrees in 39 academic majors. 

For seven consecutive years, Providence has 
been recognized as one of the top two master’s level 
universities in the North in the U.S. News' publication 
“America’s'Best Colleges," placing number two in 
2003. 

■ CPR classes to 
help support 
Agawam Public 
Schools 

What would you do if your family member or friend 
was having a heart attack, stroke, or choking? 

In order to be prepared for such as emergency, the 
Agawam Public Schools’ Health Education 
Department, American Heart Association, and 
Baystate Medical Center’s CPR Program are joining 
forces to educate the public on CPR and automated 
external defibrillation (AED). 

An adult CPR and AED certification program will be 
offered on Thursday, May 22nd, from 6:00 to 10:00 
p.m. for $20, followed by a child and infant CPR cer¬ 
tification class on Thursday, May 29th, from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m. for $15. Both sessions will be held at 
Agawam Junior High School. 

Both classes can be completed for a reduced fee 
of $30, and the certifications are valid for two years. 

All proceeds will support the AgawaiVi Public 
Schools’ "CPR in Schools" program, which is a pro¬ 
gram that certifies students by the American Heart 
Association. 

For applications, the deadline is May 15th. For 
more information, call Kathy Doody, health coordina¬ 
tor at Agawam Junior High School, at 821-0542. 

Want to surprise your 
friends, family mem¬ 
bers, or co-workers 
when they turn a “cer¬ 
tain age”? Then be 
sure to put a “Birthday 
Ad” in The Agawam 
Advertiser News.... 
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“Bring-A-Bike Day” 
fundraiser at 
Agawam Head Start 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital has 
announced that Ms. Terry Black with the Agawam 
Head Start Center has agreed to conduct a “Bring-A- 
Bike Day" Trike-A-Thon with their pre-schoolers on 
May 16th at the Agawam Center, 733 Main Street. 

This unique event,, now in its 17th year, was devel¬ 
oped by St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital with 
the help of early childhood development specialists. 

The "Bring-A-Bike Day" Trike-A-Thon raises funds 
to continue the hospital’s programs of research, 
patient care, and education into childhood cancers 
and other catastrophic diseases. What makes this 
event so unique is that it is designed to expose pre¬ 
schoolers to using riding toys safely through a week- 
long fun activity and provides a parent-awareness 
program that involves the parents in safe behavior 
practices to help ensure their child's well-being. 

Cancer is the leading disease killer of American 
children, and St. Jude Children's Research Hospital is 
the leading cancer center for the conquest of these 
killers. Yet, as dreadful as childhood cancers are, 
accidents kill far more children every year. But, unlike 
cancer, whose cause and prevention is as yet 
unknown, most accidents can be prevented through 
safety education starting at an early age. 

Accidents involving children on bicycles, tricycles, 
and other popular riding toys are a major cause of 
death and injury of young children. Knowing that the 
lack of training is the most frequent contributing 
cause, it is our intent that the "Bring-A-Bike Day” 
Trike-A-Thon will provide a direct, immediate benefit 
for the pre-schoolers and their parents. 

We sincerely appreciate the concern and dedica¬ 
tion of the people at Agawam Head Start Center, and 
with the support of the community, the "Bring-a-Bike 
Day” Trike-A-Thon will benefit children with cata¬ 
strophic diseases and reduce accidents involving chil¬ 
dren on riding toys. 

Retirement party 
planned for 
Agawam High staff 

An AHS Staff Retirement Party is schedule for 
Tuesday, June 10th at Oak Ridge GojJ Club, 850 
South Westfield Street, Feeding Hills. 

AHS retiring staff members to be honored include 
Diane Chase, Don Dorazio, John Ferranti, Joe 
Fitzgerald, Carol Grady, Dick Marsh, Joe 
Modzelewski, Geraldine Schilling-Nordal, and Donna 
Spangenberg. 

Cocktails and a crackers and cheese table will be 
available from 3:00-4:00 p.m., followed by a buffet 
dinner at 4:30. Dinner will include garden salad, prime 
rib, chicken francaise, roasted red potatoes, veg¬ 
etable medley, rolls and butter, cake, strawberry par- 
fait, coffee and tea. 

Tickets are $35 per person. Casual attire. 

For more information, call Agawam High School 
821-0530. 


N.E. Waste, Inc. 

Agawam, MA 

* Residential Services 

* Bulk Waste Collections 

* Temporary Roll-off Containers 
Permanent 2 to 10 yards 

28 Moylan Lane * Agawam, MA 01001 

413-786-2449 


Area residents 
receive academic 
honors at 
Northeastern 

Northeastern University is pleased to recognize 
those students who distinguish themselves academi¬ 
cally during the course of the school year. The follow¬ 
ing local residents were recently named to the 
University’s dean’s list for the winter quarter of 2003 
(which ended in March): 

* Keegan J. Clark of Agawam, a communication 
studies major. 

* Erika E. Martin of Agawam, a liberal arts/non-sci- 
ence major. 

* Kara L. Gilhooly of Feeding Hills, an engineering 
major. 

* Geoffrey J. Krapf of Feeding Hills, a computer 
engineering major. 

To achieve the dean’s list distinction, students must 
carry a full program of at least four courses; have a 
quality point average of 3.25 or greater out of a pos¬ 
sible 4.0; and carry no single grade lower than a C 
during the course of their college career. Each stu¬ 
dent receives a letter of commendation and congratu¬ 
lation from their college dean. 

In addition to achieving distinction through the 
dean's list, Geoffrey J. Krapf is an honors student, 
part of a burgeoning program at Northeastern which 
offers high-caliber students the chance to further 
hone their studies and interests, live in special inter¬ 
est on-campus housing, and participate in one or two 
honors courses each term. Invitation into the honors 
program is highly competitive, and students must 
maintain a certain GPA and strong commitment to 
campus leadership to remain a part. Currently, Krapf 
is among some 1,700 stude-rtfs iovoJved in 
(Vortfieastern's honors program. 

Northeastern University is a world leader in coop¬ 
erative education. After students' freshman year, 
Northeastern undergraduates alternate quarters of 
full-time study with quarters of paid work in fields rel¬ 
evant to their professional interests and major, giving 
them nearly two years of professional experience 
upon graduation. In addition, more than 70 percent of 
Northeastern graduates receive a job offer from a for¬ 
mer co-op employer. 

Northeastern offers full- and part-time programs in 
arts and sciences, business, computer science, crim¬ 
inal justice, engineering, teaching and counseling, 
nursing and pharmacy, and allied health profession¬ 
als. 

Boston’s Northeastern University, a private 
research institution, is a world leader in practice-ori¬ 
ented education. Building on its flagship cooperative 
education program, Northeastern links classroom 
learning with workplace experience and integrates 
professional preparation with study in the liberal arts 
and sciences. 

"U.S. News & World Report," in its annual guide 
“America’s Best Colleges, 2003," ranked 
Northeastern University number one ip the country 
among programs that “require or encourage students 
to apply what they’re learning in the classroom out in 
the real world." For more information, please visit 
www.northeastern.edu . 

M & M 

Asphalt Paving Excavating 

ASPHALT PAVING 
“By The Experts” 
Residential - Commercial 
Driveways ~ Roads ~ Parking 
Lots ~ Sealing - Crack Filling 


Call Today for FREE Estimates 


For 413 Area Code Only 1-800-540-9278 

i 13 Bethany Rd„ Monson. MA VI <> Now Accept 

267-4088 • 267-4338 2E m 

Connecticut Residents Call Collect—No Joe Too B!3 or Too Small! 
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Brownie bats 
come alive in 11-3 
softball win over 
South Hadley 

by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 

Before Tuesday's road game (May 6th) at South 
Hadley, Agawam High girls’ softball Coach Kathy 
Georgina noted that it was a contest that would see 
her team get well. Case in point - the Brownies had 
lost four out of their last five games. 

In any of those games, they were unable to score 
more than two runs. (The only win was a 1-0, five- 
inning, rain-delayed job over tough Cathedral.) 

A scoring drought was a scary deal for an Agawam 
softball team. So things went great in this one. 
Agawam prevailed 11-3 over the Tigers, proving they 
were well again and able to score runs in bunches. 

Agawam rose to 8-5. The Tigers sank to 6-7. 

South Hadley, no^ the most powerful team in its 
division (Valley Wheel), came in at 6-6. The Brownies, 
from the Valley League, showed up at 7-5. The Tigers 
treated Agawam junior starter Danielle Borsari rudely 
from the get-go. Borsari went into the circle with a 
record of 2-3. 



PICTURED ABOVE ARE THE LEADERS of this year’s varsity softball team at Agawam High 
School. From left: Assistant Coach Michelle Genevose; captains Aimee Beaudette, Vicky Taylor, 
and Nicole Gutowski; and Head Coach Kathy Georgina. 


She gave up a lead-off single, walked the second 
hitter she faced, then threw a fastball for a triple for the 

two runs. Then, a sacrifice fly 
-oep to left scored the runnei «un, \ 

inning ended with three runs by the Tigers. 

Agawam answered in the second. Senior captain 
Vicky Taylor got hit on the foot by a wild pitch. She 
was driven home by a double to left by All-Scholastic 
senior Nicki Gutowski. Gutowski had three hits and 
two RBI's on the afternoon. Those hits were part of a 
13-hit attack by Agawam. 


Maybe it was Borsari’s showing in the first inning 
and trouble in the South Hadley half of the second 
(one hit batsman and a single), but Georgina had 

~ -^- w HoHrteri to vank Borsari (1-1/3 IP, 2 

hits, 1 strikeout, 1 walk, 3 runs [all earnedj;. ace Kate, 

Gorman, the All-Scholastic one sporting a 5-2 record 
(playing third on this day), came in. Borsari went to 
third. Gorman got the next two Tigers on ground balls, 
ending the second with the hosts up 3-1. 

That South Hadley good fprtune didn’t last long. 
With two down in the third, Agawam went to work. It 


was All-Scholastic' junior catcher Teresa Bonavita’s 
turn. She came in with a .520 average (one of the best 
in Western Mass, softball) and drew a walk. Kate 
Gorman, with a .410 average, hit next. Gorman drilled 
cf double to center, moving Bonavita to third. Taylor 
walked and left a bases-loaded situation for Gutowski. 
A wild pitch scored Bonavita from third, making it 3-2, 
Tigers. The runners moved up to second and third. 

Gutowski singled sharply to left, driving in Gorman 
SEE SOFTBALL - Page 34 


AHS softball team falls in ninth-inning thriller to Southwick 


by Dave Rollins 

Sports Writer 


After its 1-0, rain-shortened win over tough 
Cathedral last Friday afternoon (May 2nd) in 
Springfield, the Agawam High girls’ softball team was 
brimming with confidence when they faced tough 
Southwick High last Saturday afternoon at Harmon 
Smith Field. 

They expected a difficult game because Southwick 
is one of the Division II powerhouses in the area. The 
Rams came in at 10-1 and had such success behind 
ace Jenna Makuch (who was 9-1 at the time). 

The Brovfrnies got Makuch. The veteran senior got 
Agawam. 

She pitched nine innings and struck out 16 batters, 
giving up one unearned run and two lone hits while 
walking two during her outing while cruising to a 2-1, 
extra-inning victory. 

Southwick scored first in the first inning. Agawam 
starter Danielle Borsari gave up a lead-off walk. A sac¬ 
rifice- bunt sent the runner to second. An error off a 
worm-burner to short off the bat of Makuch advanced 
the runner to third. After Borsari dusted the next hitter, 
she got a little shaky and the runner on third scored on 
a wild pitch for an early 1-0 Ram lead. 

Agawam, perhaps still running on the adrenaline 
rush from the Cathedral game, got its lone run when it 
was their turn in the first. Borsari, looking to help her 
own cause, led off. She nicked one in front of the 
plate. Makuch fielded it, but her throw to first was mis¬ 
handled. Rightfielder Jen Sacco struck out while 
Borsari stole second. 

Then Makuch came a cropper on a technicality - 
illegal pitches. (That happens in softball when you, as 
a right-handed pitcher, don’t keep your right foot on 


the rubber during your motion.) The first bummer pitch 
saw Borsari take third. All-Scholastic catcher Teresa 
Bonavita came up. 

During her appearance at the plate, Bonavita 
walked and got caught stealing after the free pass. 
The second sour pitch had Borsari trotting home for 
an unearned run, tying the score at one. All-Scholastic 
third baseman/pitcher Kate Gorman struck out to end 
the inning. 

It was like a prizefight for the rest of the way; a 
game of punches and counter-punches. Things 
changed quickly in the third inning. 

Southwick mounted a threat. Two walks, two strike¬ 
outs, and an error saw Borsari go into a two- 
out/bases-loaded situation. Brownie Coach Kathy 
Georgina had seen enough from the junior hurler (2- 
2/3 IP, 3 strikeouts, 3 walks, 0 hits, 1 unearned run). 
Kate Gorman, who pitched so well the game before 
against Cathedral and had a 5-0 record to boot, came 
in from third as Borsari took her place at the hot cor¬ 
ner. 

But the Southwick threat went by the board when 
Gorman struck out the next hitter. 

Makuch was on overdrive. She struck out the side 
in the third and had at least two punchouts per inning 
through the fourth and the ninth (except the seventh) 
to add up for her total of 16. 

Southwick got the potential game-winner in the top 
of the ninth. 

Centerfielder Rusti Girroir banged a hit to behind 
second base. No play was made by second sacker 
Tammi Gorman. She ran the ground ball down and 
made a nice effort, but she was too deep for a throw 


to first. 

Kate Gorman (6-1/3 IP, 7 strikeouts, 3 walks, 6 hits) 
struck out the next batter. Then a sharp off-field single 
to right was slapped off the bat of Megan Ramah. 
Sacco fielded it. But the throw in was too strong and 
sailed 10 feet over the head of Borsari at third. Girroir 
scored easily from first for the go-ahead run and the 
2-1 Ram lead. 

Agawam had a last gasp coming. Borsari led off the 
bottom of the ninth. She hit a single up the middle and 
into center, breaking up a Makuch eight-inning no-hit- 
ter in the process. Then Sacco stepped in and tipped 
one to Makuch, who threw to second. The ball was too 
late to nail Borsari, who was off at the swing of the bat. 
It was ruled a hit. 

Bonavita was up and out on an unassisted play at 
first. The runners advanced to second and third. Kate 
Gorman came up and walked to load the bases. 

Designated player Amanda Stork went down on 
strikes, making it bases full with two outs. Senior cap¬ 
tain Vicky Taylor, the tall first baseman, stalked to the 
plate. She punched one to right and headed to first. 
The 5’11" senior dove for the bag, but her contact with 
the ground slowed her down. A throw from Ramah in 
shallow right went to the bag, and the tag was laid on 
Taylor for the inning- and game-ending out. 

Later, Georgina called the game a “heartbreaker.” 
She also said that the play on Taylor was very close 
and could have gone either way. 

Agawam went to 7-4 while the Rams rose to 11-1 
after this one. 

SOUTHWICK: 2 R, 6 H, 1 E, 9 LOB. 

AGAWAM: 1 R, 2 H, 2 E, 4 LOB. 
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Game to be resumed May 19th with AHS up, 8-1... 

AHS baseball explodes on Cathedral 
before rains wash out sure win 


by Dave Rollins 
Sports Writer 


If you are a duck or Noah, you would have liked last 
Friday’s weather (May 2nd). 

It rained so hard the Agawam High/Cathedral High 
baseball game up at the finely manicured field at 
Forest Park was drowned out. Thing were going just 
ducky for the Brownies. 

In the fifth inning when the game was suspended, 
they led the Panthers, 8-1, and were well on their way 
to a potentially big win. 

Both teams’ records stayed the same - Agawam at 
8-2, 1-1, and the Panthers at 5-2, 1-1. The game will 
be replayed from the fifth inning on at Harmon Smith 
Field on Monday, May 19th. Then the scheduled 
game will be played between the Valley League rivals. 

Agawam was coming off an important, 3-2 win over 
Westfield High two days earlier under the lights at 
Bullens Field. So, the intensity and confidence were 
there. 

Coach Pete Clark sent Jeff Neilson to the hill, and 
the Agawam ace didn’t disappoint with a four-inning, 
three-strikeout, one-walk, one-earned-run outing. 

Cathedral scored in the first inning from a lead-off 
walk, a passed ball, and a run-producing single. 

Agawam came back in the second to tie the game 
at one. Meanwhile, the faint rumble of thunder could 
be heard far away in the distance. 

So, the Brownies had to do their work in a hurry. 
Leftfielder Mario Maloni reached on an error at short, 
then promptly stole second. With one out, senior cen- 
terfielder/captain Dave Bienia singled past short and 
Maloni raced to third. Rightfielder Andrew Wakelee 
sacrificed to second and was out. Maloni scored to tie 
things up. 


Light sprinkles greeted the fifth inning. So did the 
Brownies’ bats. 

Bienia singled between third and short. Wakelee 
rapped a single to center after Bienia stole second. 
Bienia took third. Senior Joe Clark, playing second on 
this day, looked at some balls. A wild pitch scored 
Bienia. Wakelee went to second. Clark sacrificed to 
the pitcher. Wakelee went to third. Junior shortstop 
Neil Donah grounded out to third to score Wakelee, 
making it 3-1 Brownies. 

Then the rain got a little heavy. Cathedral Coach 
Bob O’Herron went to the mound and called a confer¬ 
ence among his players. He had an eye on the sky 
and on the scoreboard. More rain might have helped 
him out. The crowd yelled he was stalling. 

Then Agawam got to Cathedral pitcher Vin Moretti. 
Moretti lives in Agawam. "He (Vin) and our kids grew 
up together,” Clark said later. 

But the sky started to cloud over in a serious man¬ 
ner. Agawam opened the floodgates on their offense, 
including RBI singles by All-Scholastic junior Casey 
Federico and sophomore T.J. Hamilton, a walk to All- 
Scholastic catcher Matt Rheault (a run scored), and 
another RBI single by Maloni while junior first base- 
man Justin Perry reached on an error to produce'a 
run. This productivity saw Agawam score five more 
times for an 8-1 lead. 

Then the rains came .and the umpires (spying a 
lightning bolt way out in centerfield) called everyone to 
the dugouts; soon after, they suspended the game fol¬ 
lowing 4-2/3 innings. Cathedral, in danger of losing, 
dodged a bullet for the moment. Aqawam had in y*> ^ 
litiie frustrate cr oecause its players were on a roll. 


Take the family on a Rock Cats trip... 

Agawam High’s varsity baseball team 
to play at New Britain stadium 


For the second year of what is hoped to become an 
annual event, the Agawam High School varsity base¬ 
ball team will be on the road playing at the home of 
the New Britain Rock Cats. 

On Sunday, May 25th, the boys have been 
rescheduled to face a varsity program from Plainville, 
Connecticut. 

Not only will the team members enjoy the experi¬ 
ence of playing on a minor league field, they will also 
watch a game played by the Rock Cats. 

The Rock Cats will take on the Bowie Baysox at 
1:30 p.m., and the varsity will play at approximately 
4:30 p.m. In addition to both of these games, Ihe jun¬ 
ior varsity (as well as the freshmen) will benefit from a 
skills clinic put on by the Rock Cats. 

Once again, Holyoke native Bill Dowling, co-owner 
of the Rock Cats, has been instrumental in ensuring 


that the local boys have the opportunity to play at the 
well-known stadium. He has generously offered to 
donate half of the price of the tickets sold by us to the 
Agawam High baseball program. 

Ticket prices this year will be $5 apiece. At this 
price, a family can enjoy the entire day for the price of 
one Red Sox ticket at Fenway. 

The day promises to be a great opportunity to kick 
back and enjoy a full day of baseball at oife of New 
England’s finest baseball parks. In addition to seeing 
two fine baseball games, the young fans will receive a 
miniature Rock Cats baseball bat. 

Tickets can be obtained by contacting any baseball 
team member or by calling Sue Federico (786-8948) 
or Sherry Wakelee (786-6065). 

As always, the Agawam High baseball team mem¬ 
bers appreciate your support. 


SOFTBALL - from Page 33 

and Taylor for Agawam’s first lead of the game, 4-3. 

A single by designated player Amanda Stork 
moved Gutowski to third. The next hitter, junior short¬ 
stop Joanne Brignoli, singled home Gutowski for a 5- 
3 Agawam lead. 

Gorman (5-2/3 IP, 5 strikeouts, 4 walks, 4 hits, 0 
runsj tamed the Tigers in the fourth for no runs. 
Agawam didn’t score in that inning, either. 

Agawam was at it again in the fifth. Bonavita (1-1, 
2 B, 2 RS) doubled. With one out, Taylor singled her 
home. With one down, Brignoli (2-2, 2 RBI’s, 1 run 
scored) singled and Taylor trotted home, giving the 
Brownies a 7-3 edge. 

The fifth saw a big South Hadley threat. A walk, a 
double, and another walk saw the bases loaded with 
no outs. Then the Brownies executed a pro-style dou¬ 


ble play. The third hitter up topped one to Kate 
Gorman. She pegged to the plate. Bonavita was there 
to help cut down the lead runner. Then the Brownie 
catcher fired to Taylor at first, getting the hitter easily 
for the double play. A ground out to second got the 
Brownies out of the inning. 

Things were quiet until the seventh. South Hadley 
didn’t score, but Agawam came up with some insur¬ 
ance runs. Taylor (2-2, 2 B, 2 runs scored, 1 RBI) led 
off with a double to right. Gutowski walked. Stork 
managed an infield hit. Brignoli came up with the 
bases full and no outs. But a wild pitch did the job, 
plating Taylor and Gutowski. Sophomore second 
baseman Tammy Gorman singled home Stork. 
Borsari rolled one to first but Brignoli at third was 
heads up, scoring Agawam’s 11th run of the afternoon 
for the 11-3 final score. 

AGAWAM: 11 R, 13 H, 0 E, 10 LOB.' • 

SOUTH HADLEY: 3 R, 6 H, 1 E, 9 LOB. 
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After digging huge 
hole, Brownie 
baseball falls short 
to ‘Canes, 8-6 

by Dave Rollons 

Sports Writer 

Last year during the Western Mass. Division I play¬ 
offs, the Agawam High baseball team lost in the quar¬ 
terfinals to the eventual Western Mass champs, 
Amherst Regional, ranked number two in the weekly 
“Fab Five” poll. 

On Monday afternoon (May 5th), they had a small 
chance at a payback when the ’Canes came calling at 
Harmon Smith Field. It was the first meeting of this 
baseball season between the two. Amherst prevailed 
in a barnburner, 8-6, over the Brownies, ranked fifth in 
the “Fab Five." 

Agawam fell to 8-3, 1-2 in the Valley League. 
Amherst rose to 8-4, 4-1 in the Valley. 

Amherst struck out early against the Brownie 
starter, senior Sean McKeever. The tricky lefty struck 
out the first ‘Cane he faced but served up a couple of 
choice pitches, suffering a double and a two-run 
homerun to leftfield by Amherst’s Matt Olszewski for a 
2-0 Hurricane lead to start things off. 

It stood that way for a short time. But the roof fell in 
on the Brownies in the Amherst half of the third inning. 
A single, a hit batsman, a walk, a balk, and another 
single saw the visitors get a chance to add to their run 
total by four to go up 6-0. 

Brownie Coach Pete Clark had seen enough. He 
yanked McKeever (3 IP, 6 runs, 4 earned, 4 hits, 2 
strikeouts, 2 walks) and sent sophomore Andrew 
Wakelee to the hill from rightfield. Wakelee walked 
the first hitter he faced, thus loariino kt 

nn error ac snort, plus another s\ng\e, aWovretr 
two more runs home (charged to McKeever) for an 8- 
0 Amherst lead. With two down, a nice pick-off play at 
first from Wakelee to junior Justin Perry got Agawam 
out of the jam. 

Agawam was in an early hole. They fought back 
slightly in the bottom of the third. With one out, junior 
shortstop Neil Donah doubled sharply down the third 
base line. A wild pitch saw him take third. With a run¬ 
ner in scoring position, senior Sal Santaniello (in at 
rightfield when Wakelee went to the hill) rapped a ball 
to second. An error on the throw «to first had Donah 
come home for the Brownies’ first run, cutting the 
Amherst lead to 8-1. 

Wakelee handled the Hurricanes in the fourth, but 
the always-dangerous Brownies fared well in their 
half of the inning. Senior Dave Bienia was hit by a 
pitch. Then big Justin Perry stepped in. He belted a 
fastball over the rightfield fence for a two-run homer 
and an 8-3 Amherst lead. 

With one out and men at first and second, All- 

SEE BASEBALL - Page 35 


“Up Meet By Accident” 
Specializing In Complete Auto Body 
Repairs On All Foreign & Domestic Cars 

* Quality Work 

* All Work Guaranteed 

* Licensed Appraisers 

* Auto Glass Replacement 
* Color Matching Specialists 
* Expert Painting 

* Uni-Body & Frame Straightening 

1363 Main Street, Agawam 

786-4289 








Way 8, 2003 

Manzi and Lyons on 
a tear as Brownie 
girls’ lax goes to 4-4 

by Bill BeflSic© 

♦ Sports Writer 

The Agawam High girls’ lacrosse team had a major 
11-8 victory on Monday, May 5th, against Amherst 
High School (up there). 

“We are in a definite rebuilding year and have had 
to contend with a lot this season, so it was a good 
game for the girls to win,” said Coach Carla Warner. 

The Brownies were led by All-Scholastic sopho¬ 
more and leading scorer Tiffany Manzi, who had 
seven goals and one assist. Also scoring for Agawam 
was junior Tory Lyons, who had two goals. 

Junior Megan Gloster, who is usually a defensive 
player, had a goal and an assist. This has been on- 
par with Agawam’s work at moving players around to 
different positions this season. 

“Although we are lacking in depth this season, we 
are working on our versatility and the girls have 
shown a lot of heart,” commented Warner. 

Agawam now has a 4-4 overall recorcfrend is 0-1 in 
Valley Wheel play. 

Prior to this game, the Brownies had a tough 11-8 
loss to Northampton. Agawam did its best to come 
back against a 7-2 deficit at halftime, but 
Northampton was able to hold on for the win. 

The Brownies were led by Lyons, who had six 
goals and one assist. Manzi had one goal and one 
assist, and senior captain Courtney Poirier also 
grabbed a goal. 

The girls’ next game is on Wednesday, May 7th 
(presstime), against South Hadley, followed by a 
match against tough East Longmeadow on Friday, 
May 9th 
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AHS boys’ lacrosse 
loses close calls to 
Westfield & Amherst 

by Bill Bellico 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High boys’ lacrosse team is at some¬ 
thing of a crossroads in its season and is determined 
to turn things around for the better. A hard-fought, 11- 
7 loss to Westfield at Harmon Smith Field on Tuesday, 
May 6th, has shown the team that it needs to contin¬ 
ue working hard this year. 

“We had a chance at this game, but we just lost our 
focus and couldn’t hold on," said Coach Nick St. 
George. Agawam is currently 4-6 in its overall record 
and is 1-1 in Valley League play. 

This game followed another loss for the Brownies, 
who had an unbelievable fourth overtime against' 
Amherst Regional that ended 9-8. 

Agawam was led by junior Dan Mancini, who had 
two goals (including the game-tying goal in the fourth 
quarter). Mancini also had two assists for the 
Brownies. * 

Also scoring goals for Agawam were seniors Mike 
McGeoghan and Justin Coelho, juniors Dan Sullivan 
and Chris Nyman, and sophomore Kurt Schebel. 
Senior Keith Cosimini had a big day in net with 18 
saves. Now, with six losses this season, Agawam 
realizes it needs to get to work to turn things around. 

“We need to maintain our focus and show the 
intensity I know we’re capable of,” said St. George. 

Noteworthy for Agawam was senior Justin 
Coelho’s place among the leading scorers of the 
Valley League with 13 goals and eight assists (after 
its their game on Tuesday against Westfield). 

The Brownies’ next match-up is on Tuesday, May 
13th (away), against Minnechaug High School. 
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BASEBALL - from Page 34 

Scholastic third baseman Casey Federico came up 
and smacked a two-run double to left, making it 8-5 
visitors. 

Amherst threatened in the fifth when a short pop¬ 
up past short, a walk, and an error saw the bases 
loaded with one down. Then a play that looked like 
one of the pro variety happened. 

The ball was a hit on a high hop to Federico at 
third. Federico fielded it and pegged to All-Scholastic 
senior catcher/captain Matt Rheault, cutting down the 
run to the plate. Then Rheault fired to Perry at first, 
gunning down the hitter for a textbook double play to 
end the Amherst threat. 

With some new life, Agawam came back in the bot¬ 
tom of the fifth. Perry (2-4, HR, 2 B) banged a double 
to right. Nick Lyman, a fleet-footed junior, came in to 
run for Perry. Wakelee was up. He sacrificed to third 
for an out to score Lyman, which saw it 8-6 Amherst. 

Wakelee (2-1/3 IP, 3 hits, 2 runs, 1 earned, 3 strike¬ 
outs, 2 walkp) went back to right in the sixth after he 
gave up a lead-off walk. Clark brought in sophomore 
right-hander Kyle Perry. He tried to pick off the runner 
on first who broke for second. A rundown ensued for 
a 1-3-4 out. After a single, the kid got two outs on a fly 
to right and a strikeout. 

Agawam couldn’t score in the bottom of the sixth. 

Perry (1-2/3 IP, 0 runs, 1 hit, 3 strikeouts, 1 walk) 
got the ’Canes on a foul pop to Rheault after a walk 
and two strikeouts in the seventh. 

Agawam was frustrated in its half of the inning. 
Senior Mario Maloni grounded out to third, and two 
straight strikeouts ended it. 

“We hit the ball hard. They played well in the out¬ 
field, taking away some potential homerun balls from 
us. Overall, they played just a little better than us," 
Clark noted when it Was over. 

AMHERST: 8 R, 10 H, 3 E, 4 LOB. 

AGAWAM: 6 R, 5 H, 1 E, 6 LOB. 


A^wam Firefighter 

All-Stars vs. Boston 

Black & Gold legends 
at Amelia Park 

The Agawam Firefighters will be playing against 
the former Boston Bruins hockey players again this 
May. 

The All-Stars will “attempt” to beat the Bruins on 
Friday, May 9th, at 7:00 p.m. at Amelia Park, 21 South 
Broad Street, Westfield. The All-Stars have been 
praticing a lot lately (not enough, though). 

We hope you can stop in and root for your favorite 
team. You can get your tickets at the door. 

If you have any questions, you can call 786-2662 
and they should be able to answer them. Hope to see 
you there! 


Agawam Municipal 
Golf Course 

128 Southwick St., Rte. 57 
Feeding Hills * (413) 786-2194 


SPRING SPECIALS 



WEEKDAYS 

18 holes greens fees 
& cart per person 


$23 


after 12:00. $ 20.00 pp 


Back 9 Special 

(Before 8 a.m.) 

Weekdays 


$13.00 pp 
Weekends 


$15.00 pp 


WEEKENDS 

18 holes greens S29 

fees & cart per 

person 

After 12:00. $25.00 pp 



DeCaro Brothers 
Garden Center 


1236 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills * 786-0370 

_ Hours: Mon.- Sat. 8am - 5:30pm, Sunday 8am - 4:30pm 




MR' 






Hanging Baskets * Perennials * Annuals and Vegetable Plants 


White & Pink Dogwoods 

6-8’ Tall $99.00 


“Bloodgood”Japanese 
Dwarf Red Maples 

2 gal. cont. $39.95 


Potted 

Roses 



-Coupon- ~ 1 

i 10% OFF any purchase of B 
1 $100.00 or more. 0 

Expires 5-16-03 


Wheepimg Cherries 

3’ graphs $69.00 
6’ graphs $89.00 


Flowering Pears 

starting at 
$39.95 


Propane 

Refills 


Bark Mulch 

Cedar - Regular - Red Brick Mulch * (Sold by the cubic yard) 

_We Load Your Truck ~ Delivery Available 


Cedar & Pine Mulch 

3 cu. ft. bags 
$3.95 each - 3 for $9.95 


Red Cedar Mulch 

3 cu. ft. bags 
$4.95 each - 3 for $12.95 


Landscape Design <6 Planting 
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In left photo: Coach Dan Pryce (far left) and Assitant Coach Kirstin Margeson poses with the captains of the AHS girls’ track team - Kristen 
Strole, Kaitlin Sardella, Becky Carey, and Shannon McDyer. In right photo: Assistant Coaches Shawn Poirier and Bob Zajac; captains John 
Slachetka, Ryan McGurn, and Mike BeFilippi; and Head Coach Bill Dillon of the AHS boys’ track team. 


AHS girls’ track falls to Amherst, Slachetka, McGurn, & Midura all 
81-55, after win over Chicopee post WMass. bests in loss to Comp 


In losing for the second straight season to Valley League opponent and 
defending Division I Western Mass, champs Amherst Regional (1-0, 2-1) 85-51 on 
Monday, May 5th, at the Hurricanes’ very nice all-weather track, it may appear 
that the 2-3 (0-1 in league) Agawam High girls’ track team took two more steps 
back. 

But even in this disappointing loss, there was a silver lining and, perhaps, three 
steps forward. 

Several of the Brownies (now ranked fourth in the weekly "Fab Five” poll 
behind Minnechaug, Amherst, and East Longmeadow) appear to be recharging 
their batteries with this Saturday’s (May 10th) Steele Relays on tap, and with three 
more regular-season dual meets remaining. 

Again, one of the plaguing maladies for this «*w wmpieie 

absence of the pole vault event in four of the five meets (all five have been on the 
road). 

The Brownies have the best in these parts, All-Scholastic senior Andrea 
Babbin, chomping at the bit to vault, only to be denied as one school after anoth¬ 
er fails to meet the required standards for holding the event. 

The only time the pole vault was held was in the opening loss to Minnechaug 
last month, and Babbin was on the shelf for this meet due to a nagging back 
injury. 

Against Amherst, the Brownies were also without several key performers who 
would have closed the gap significantly when added with pole vault results. The 
Hurricanes still would have won, but not by much. 

Coach Dan Pryce is offering no excuses, and he’s hoping that all of his team’s 
vital parts will be firmly in place and loaded for the home stretch - the final three 
dual meets, the May 24th PVIAC Individuals, and the May 31st Western Mass. 
Championshiops. 

He was upbeat after the loss to Amherst - a complete turnabout from a week 
earlier when the locals were squashed by a recently-arrived-to-the-scene East 
Longmeadow team. 

"I can see some light for this team. We have plenty of time to train all this week 


Fresh off a win over Amherst Regional (the school’s first in boys’ track and field 
over the Hurricanes in a blue moon), the Agawam High Brownies were looking for 
more of the same when they traveled to Chicopee Comp on Tuesday, May 6th, in 
the Valley Wheel opener for both schools. 

In the end, Comp prevailed, 78-58, after a meet which saw three of the 
Brownies post Western Mass, best times in their respective events. The 
Brownies, ranked fourth in this week’s “Fab Five” poll, fell to 2-3 (0-1 in VW) while 
Comp, ranked fourth, moved to 2-2 (1-0 in VW). 

The locals were scheduled to face East Longmeadow in a home meet on 
Friday, May 9th, followed by the Annual Steele Relays at Holyoke’s new all-weath¬ 
er athletic comnlpy nn Soinarlr»' *»<.-■ 

Senior All-Scholastic captain John Slachetka won three events, and All- 

Scholastic senior captavu ^ --- 

locals in the setback to Comp. 

Slachetka leaped 19.1 feet in the long jump, hit 11.4 seconds in the 100 
meters, and then came through with the season’s best 22.8-second effort in the 
200 meters. McGurn took the 110-meter hurdles at a season’s best 15.8 seconds 
and followed up with a first in the 300-meter low hurdles at 43.8 seconds. 

Moreover, junior Peter Midura cranked out a 2:02.8 effort in the 800-meter run 
(tops in the region at presstime). 

The final first place of the day came from the 4 x 100 meter relay team (49.3 
seconds) consisting of sophomore Jonathan Gibbons, junior Mike LaChappelle, 
sophomore Nick Jacks, and junior Nick Gumlaw. 

McGurn, like Slachetka, continued to show his versatility and importance to the 
team by taking seconds in the triple jump (41.4.25 feet) and the javelin (137.0 
feet). Senior Mike DeFilippi, one of the area’s stronger distance runners, was sec¬ 
ond in the mile (4:52.7) and third in the two-mile (10:58.8). 

Junior Randy Carlton was second in the 400-meter run (56.2 seconds), and 
improving freshman Jason Olbrych nipped DeFilippi in a photo finish in the two- 
mile for second (10:58.6). 

Third places registered by the locals came from DeFilippi, long jump, 17.5 feet; 
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Servicing 
> All Makes 
& Models 


• State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 

• Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 

• Free Pick-Up and Delivery 

• Rental Vehicles Available 

• All Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 


Qatt' 



We Are Your In-Ground 
And Above-Ground 
Pool Specialists 

Pool Packages Available - 



Schedule Your Pool Openings Early - Spring Is Here! 

*Custom-made in-ground liners * Underground line testing & repairs 
* Full service retail store for all your pool & spa needs 
*Pumps & Filters * Complete line of Regal chemicals 


312 Springfield Street, Agawam - (413) 786-4338 
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GIRLS’ TRACK - from Page 36 

for the Steele Relays, and I hope we can really begin 
to turn things around from that point on,” will be 
Pryce’s rallying cry for the troops. 

All-Scholastic senior Danielle Cirillo posted one of 
the best times so far in WMass. in the 300-meter low 
hurdles (50.9) to win her event. 

Cirillo ran a very strong third leg in the team's vic¬ 
tory in the 4 x 400 meter relay, and placed second in 
the triple jump (31.9 feet). 

Also giving the Brownies a solid victory was senior 
Angela Buendo in the 100-meter dash (13.1 seconds), 
her best effort of the season. 

In the 200-meter dash, freshman Lauren 
Surprenant scored a huge upset by winning in 28.6 
seconds, and sophomore Jessica Lalli scored her first 
three-pointer of the season by grabbing a second at 
29.1 (a best time for her). 

Two of Agawam's All-Scholastic returners grabbed 
a first in the 4 x 400 meter relay and seconds in their 
individual specialties to help the cause. 

Senior captain Kaitlin Sardella hit a season-best 
2:27.2 in the 800-meter run, and then came back 10 
minutes later to anchor the winning 4 x 400 meter 
team (season best 4:30.7). 

Malloy was second in the high jump at 4.8 feet, and. 
she ran the opening leg of the 4 x 400 meter relay. 

Other seconds went to senior captain Kristen 
Strole, shot put, 26.9.25 feet, and sophomore Jackie 
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Svade'ba, 100-meter high hurdles, 19.2 seconds (first 
second of the year for her). 

There were a bunch of thirds: junior Adrienne 
Brodowski, long jump, 14.10 feet; Lindsey 
Surprenant, shot put, 26.6 feet; Kristen Strole, discus, 
85.7 feet; and freshman Julie Persico, javelin, 75.4 
feet. 

Also, sophomore Katherine Andrews, two-mile run, 
13:04; junior Ashley Velosky, mile, 6:21.4; senior 
Becky Carey, 400-meter dash, 64.9 seconds; junior 
Alicia Malloy, 300- meter hurdles, 55.1 seconds; and 
senior Jodie Pfau, 800 meters, 2:36.3. 

* * * 

On Thursday, May 1st, the Brownies defeated a 
pretty good but small Chicopee team, 90-46. 

Leading the way with two firsts each were leading- 
scorer Danielle Cirillo (triple jump, 33.4 feet and 4 x 
400 meter relay), Kaitlin Sardella (800 meters, 2:28.8 
and 4 x 100 meter relay), senior Andrea Babbin (long 
jump, 15.5 feet and 4 x 100 meter relay), and Katie 
Malloy (high jump, 4.8 feet and 4 x 400 meter relay). 

Other firsts went to senior captain Shannon 
McDyer, mile, 6:06; Becky Carey, 400 meters, 65.1; 
the 4 x 100 meter relay (Andrea Babbin, Kaitlin 
Sardella, Adrienne Brodowski, and Lauren 
Surprenant); and the 4 x 400 meter relay (Katie 
Malloy, Alicia* Malloy, Julie Persico, and Danielle 
Cirillo). 

Seconds for the Brownies included sophomore 
Amy Osgood, high jump, 4.6 feet; Lindsey 
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Surprenant, shot put, 27.5 feet; Kristen Strole, discus, 
87.9 feet; Adrienne Brodowski, triple jump, 32.7 feet; 
junior Amy Lownds, two-mile, 14:16; and Angela 
Buendo, 100 meters, 13.4 seconds. 

Also, Ashley Velosky, mile, 6:32; Julie Persico, 400 
meters, 65.9; Alicia Malloy, 300-meter hurdles, 51.9 
seconds; Jodie Pfau, 800 meters, 2:37.0; and Lauren 
Surprenant, 200 meters, 28.0 seconds. 

Third places included Shannon MlcDyer, high jump, 
4.6 feet; senior Katie Baum, long jump, 15.2.25 feet; 
Kristen Strole, shot put, 27.4.5 feet; senior Ciara 
Groom, discus, 68.2 feet; freshman Stephanie 
Midura, two-mile, 14:53; and Jackiie Svadeba, 100- 
meter hurdles, 19.4 seconds. 

Also, Becky Carey, 100 meters, 13.7 seconds; 
sophomore Jennifer Clark, mile, 6:32.6; Katie Malloy, 
400 meters, 66.6 seconds; Danielle Cirillo, 300-meter 
hurdles, 52.0 seconds; and freshman Erika Prouty, 
800 meters, 2:43.9. 

SCORING LEADERS through five meets: 
Danielle Cirillo, 41 pts.; Kaitlin Sardella, 26.75 pts.; 
Kristen Stnole, 25 pts.; Heather Cox, 22 pts.; Katie 
Malloy, 21.5 pts.; Angela Buendo, 21 pts.; Lauren 
Surprenant, 20.75 pts.; Shannon IMcDyer, 20 pts..; 
Katie Baum, 17 pts.; Andrea Babbin, 14 pts.; Jodie 
Pfau, 13.75 pts.; Katherine Andrews, 12.25 pts.; 
Brieanne Nicklaw, 42 pts.; Julie Persico, 12 pts.; 
Adrienne Brodowski, 10 pts.; and Lindsey Surprenant, 
10 pts. 


“Tournament of Rosie” on June 1st 

* 

The second annual “Tournament of Rosie" golf fundraiser will take place on 
Sunday, June 1st at the St. Anne Country Club, 781 Shoemaker Lane, Feeding 
Hills. This event will benefit Rosie Robotics, Agawam High School’s first robotics 
team. The starting tee time is 10:00 a.m. 

The donation is $75 per player, which includes golf with cart, dinner, and prizes. 
The registration deadline is May 18th, and entry in the tournament is based on first- 
paid teams. Visit us on the web at WWW.TEAM839.COM for more information. If 
you have any questions, e-mail us at aolf@team839.ora or call (413) 786-4382. 


It’s that time 
of year again! 
Tee up for UNICO 

6th Annual UNICO 


Golf Tournament 


Date: Sunday, June 1st 
Place: Agawam Municipal Golf Course 
Registration: Starts at 7:15am 
Tee Time Start: 8:00am Shot Gun Start 
Player Registration 


Thank You in advance for helping to create a future of hope for all the 
UNICO charities. Competing in the UNICO Golf Tournament is great fun, 
and you'll have the satisfaction of knowing you’ve helped some 
special people and their families in our area, 
from scholarships to handicapped children. 

Your entry fee of $65 per golfer entitles you to: 

*AII contests: hole-in-one (Sponsored by Nation Auto USA), 
closest to the pin, and longest drive. 

*Greens Fees 
*Golf Cart 

*Steak Roast at the Polish American Club following golf (serving at 3pm) 
Send in your entry form today - the field is limited! 


Entry Form 

Enclosed is the entry fee of $_for_players in the 

6th Annual UNICO Tournament 

Name_ 

Address_Phone_ 

Your Foursome 

( 1 )_( 2 )_ 

(3)__(4)_ 


All forms must he accompanied hv a check 
Entry deadline is May 20, 2003 
Send to: Agawam Chapter of UNICO National, P.O. Box 306 
Agawam, MA 01001-0306 



jfti Open v^ekenj 
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2 Friday, May 23-Sunday, May 25! 

Gwd Opening weekend of Hurricane Harbor! 
& • Season Pass holders get a sneak peak at the 

Season Pass MP Preview event, Mi/ 23! 
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The Summer Kickoff ConcertI 
Monday, Jane 2 

V JC Chasez; lineup includes Sim 


Hosted b/ JC Chasez; lineup includes Simile Plan, 
Smilez & Southstar and Bowling For soup! 
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Saturday, June 21-$andlay, June 22! 
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^ ^ unn 9 fwotite Nickelodeon stars! 

SUMMER SPLASH! Friday Nljhti-All July! 

Hot 93 .7 blazes the jams: Frida/ nights 
all July in Hurricane Harbor! 





Season Passes 
on sale online 
@ sixflags.com 
or any 
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Girls’ lax captain Jenn Sharpe making a difference at AHS 


According to Webster's Dictionary, describing 
someone as nice means "pleasant, attractive, kind, 
good, etc.; particular, fastidious, and delicately sensi¬ 
tive." 

Maybe Webster’s should consider a simple change 
in text. Just insert the name “Jenn Sharpe.” The 
Agawam High senior girls' lacrosse captain easily fits 
the bill. 

Jenn, always soft-spoken, carries a big stick for the 
Brownies. She’s a quiet leader whom Coach Carla 
Warner called on to shoulder the burden when the 
school and the town were shocked and saddened by 
the death of lacrosse player Elizabeth Loughman after 
a tragic ski accident prior to the start of the spring sea¬ 
son. 

“Jenn’s leadership abilities and skills were badly 
needed by all of us during such a sad time,” Warner 
told us. "The tragedy has had such an effect on us this 
spring, and it has been both comforting and rewarding 
to see how Jenn Sharpe - a shy and quiet kid - has 
developed into a motivational leader for her team¬ 
mates.” i 

The National Honor Society treasurer is a three- 
year member of the team. Due to the loss of 10 sen¬ 
iors to graduation last June, the girls' lacrosse team is 
young in 2003, with only four seniors on the roster. 
Not only did Warner call on Jenn to assume the 
leader’s mantle, but to switch from offense to defense 
(not an easy transition). 

"Jenn stepped in as a full-time starter last year, and 
late in the season we began moving her to either left 
or right defense. She did it without any complaining 
and for the team. Jenn came to the varsity program as 
a sophomore and has played in the shadow of some 
outstanding players. She has stepped in and is mak¬ 
ing such a positive impact in helping to stabilize our 
defense,” noted Warner. 

Added Jenn: “I have always wanted to make a dif¬ 
ference and I think that’s been, the case, especially 
this year. We are somewhat inexperienced this year 
and are very young. But we work very hard and we 
are improving all the time.” 

Jenn is aces with the books as well. She carries a 
93.0 GPA and is ranked 21st in her class. For cours¬ 
es, Jenn takes AP biology, AP English, advanced 
math, cooking, pottery, anatomy and physiology, gym, 
and is one of two associate editors of the school year¬ 
book. 

Her best teacher is yearbook advisor Christine 
Kolodjiez, and she fondly recalls her freshman English 
class taught by Linda Abel. Jenn is ready for a plate of 
ziti and sauce anytime, and she always gets a good 
meal at The Olive Garden in Enfield. 

Jenn’s color is purple. Her 19th birthday will be on 
August 25th. On the little screen, Jenn ^enjoys “ER.” 
For the wide screen, it’s “My Big Fat Greek Wedding." 

Whatever’s on the radio is good listening to Jenn. 
She dresses casually (jeans and t-shirts) and shops at 
American Eagle and H.M. at the Holyoke Mall. Jenn 
goes to the movies or hangs out with friends at Mad 
Maggie's when time permits. 

She drives a maroon, 1988 Honda Accord that’s 
been in the family since 1988. "It’s really OK. It gets 
me where I’m going. It’s missing a hub cap, and I can’t 
remember how many miles are on it. But I think 
there’s a lot.” 

Her dream car would be a shiny red Mustang con¬ 
vertible. Jenn says USA soccer star Mia Hamm is her 
top athlete. 



JENN SHARPE 


Jenn’s resume at AHS includes Renaissance, 
Shakespeare Society, Athletes In Motion, and Peer 
Mediation. 

Jenn’s responsibilities on the yearbook as an asso¬ 
ciate editor are many. She particularly liked her 
involvement in designing the cover and creating many 
of the ideas that developed this year's theme (still a 
secret). 

According to her, the team concept she enjoys so 
much in sports is played out to the fullest on the year¬ 
book staff. “It’s been so much fun for all of us this year. 
Being on the yearbook staff is one of the coolest 
memories I will have of my senior year.” 

She says her coolest memory of all of her extracur¬ 
ricular activities at AHS was a 10-day trip to France in 
the summer of 2001 with a group led by faculty mem¬ 
bers Kim Noel and Nancy Kundl. 

“Being in Paris and traveling around France was 
such a cool thing to do. We had a great, great time.” 

Jenn is heading for the University of Rhode Island 
in September with an undecided major. She may be 
leaning towards the school’s department of communi¬ 
cations. “It was a tough choice between URI and the 
University of Connecticut. But I am very happy with 
my choice. URI is small enough but big enough. It’s a 
very nice campus, and it’s very near to the beach. I 
really like that.” 

Jenn is naturally drawn to the water. She’s a certi¬ 
fied lifeguard and this summer will again be serving in 
that capacity at the pool over at the Springfield 
Country Club. 

Jenn says she was immediately drawn to lacrosse 
as an eighth-grader at the Junior High. She received 
a berth on the junior varsity as a freshman and did 
play a few games for the varsity in the spring of 2000. 

"In fact, I think my proudest memory as an athlete 
at AHS was when I was called up to the varsity level 
as a freshman and I scored in my first game.” 

For the past two winters, Jenn joined the strong 
girls' indoor track team and was a 300-meter and 55- 
meter sprinter. “I really liked track. It’s such a mental 
thing to be pushing yourself all the time. I wasn’t a big 


scorer for the team. But it really did keep me in shape 
for lacrosse.” 

Jenn naturally gravitates to the concept of team 
sports, and that’s why she’s fixated on lacrosse. 

“Team unity, helping others to become better, and 
picking someone up when they are down or having a 
bad day is rewarding. And when your teammates do it 
for you, that’s all part of what a team is all about. I love 
it." 

Her role as a backliner, in part, is to bring experi¬ 
ence to the ranks and, in part, to contain opposing 
attackers. “I try to contain and wait for help from my 
teammates, and then do the same for them,” she 
noted. 

Jenn has accumulated three goals and a few 
assists this year. She says because the Brownies 
possess a vigorous offense, the team will probably 
sink or swim by keeping its opponents off the score- 
board. 

"We are 4-4 (presstime) and we want to make the 
playoffs. It won’t be easy.” 

The Brownies reached the Division I quarterfinals 
in 2002 and missed a tourney berth in Jenn’s sopho¬ 
more year by a single point (last game tie vs. West 
Springfield - needed a win). 

She believes the program has progressed by leaps 
and bounds over the past four years. “We have many 
girls playing in college and the interest in lacrosse with 
the younger kids is growing. Coach Warner pushes us 
to get better and better. The more girls who work at 
their games in the off-season, the better we will get." 

URI’s women's lacrosse team has club status. Jenn 
thinks she’s interested. “I am planning on checking \\ 
out when I get there. I would love to keep playing.” 

Both of Jenn’s parents are AHS grads. Her father is 
Tom (1970) and her mom is Rose (Vetro), a member 
of the Class of 1969. Jenn’s older brother is Matt, a 
2000 AHS grad who’s now a junior at the University of 
Miami. 


When Jenn leaves the hallowed halls of the 
orange-and-brown next month, she hopes people 
remember her as “a good person and a hard worker 
who was willing to help others.” 

She then added, “And someone who was nice." 


AHS SENIOR 

“ATHLETE OF y 

THE WEEK ” IS A 
SPONSORED ( 

BY BRUNO'S 
PIZZERIA, AT ^ 

807 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. NOW 
THE HOME OF A DELICIOUS FISH & 
CHIPS DINNER COOKED EVERY FRIDAY 
WITH GREAT CARE by Eddie Santaniello & 
Staff, while it lasts. The home of great pizza, 
grinders, calzones, chicken wings, chicken 
tenders, onion rings, and french fries, Bruno's 
delivers seven days a week. Call 786-8717. 
Each "Athlete of the Week" will receive a 
large pizza and a two-litre Coke, compliments 
of Eddie Santaniello and the friendly folks at 
Bruno's Pizzeria. 


Agawam High School baseball team to hold May 17th car wash 


On Saturday, May 17th, the Agawam High School 
Baseball Team will hold a fundraising car wash at 
BRADLEY AUTO WASH located at 1039 Memorial 
Drive in West Springfield. 

The team is pre-selling I he $6 tickets which, on the 
day of the wash, entitle the holder to a $10 car wash 
and a wipe down. Also available that day is vacuum¬ 


ing service provided by the team members for a $3 
donation. Vacuuming proceeds, half of ticket pro¬ 
ceeds, as well as half of all other washes between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. will be generously donat¬ 
ed to AHS baseball teams courtesy of Tom Mathes, 
owner. 

Tickets will be honored on any date in the future for 


a regular car wash, so consider these tickets as the 
perfect gift idea for any occasion. 

To purchase tickets, contact any baseball team 
member or call Sue Federico at 786-8948 or Sherry 
Wakelee at 786-6065. 

As always, the AHS baseball team members 
appreciate your support! 
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AHS boys’ volleyball 
(11-2) heads for 
home stretch; crushes 
Athol, 30-8, 30-16 

Making quick work of Athol High School on 
Monday, May 5th, the Agawam High boys’ varsity vol¬ 
leyball team climbed to 11-2 overall. Key matches are 
scheduled against North Division opponent Holyoke 
High (4-4, 7-4) at presstime, and undefeated 
Westfield High (12-0, 8-0 in East Division) on Friday 
May 9th. 

Both matches are on the road for the defending 
Western Mass. Division I champs, ranked third in this 
week's “Fab Five" poll. Westfield moved into the sec¬ 
ond spot this week behind undefeated Minnechaug, 
the two-time conquerers of the Brownies who are cur¬ 
rently 13-0 overall and 9-0 in the North Division (the 
Brownies are 7-2 in the North, good for second 
place). 

The Brownies again were without the services of 
All-Scholastic senior Chad Farrington, who turned his 
ankle and ruptured a ligament in the barn-burning win 
over Springfield Sci-Tech on April 28th. Farrington 
may be out for a whHe. 

Still, the Brownies outgunned Athol (1-7 in North, 
2-11 overall), 30-8 and 30-16. 

Senior Mike Lalli had four kills and several key 
blocks to lead the winners. 

Coach Pat Demersjnserted junior Alex I. Vilkhovoy 
to replace Farrington on the right side of the net as an 
outside hitter. Junior Shane Demers, a utility player 
for most of the season so far, will see his role on the 
team increase in the coming weeks, according to 
Demers. 

Agawam received a good performance from Shane 
Demers as well as senior Bob DeGray. Both served 
well and gave solid defensive efforts. 

Also making their presence known in the win were 
senior Ian HamleU, senior Chris Holl, Alex V. 
Vilkhovoy, and junior Matt Hartmann. 

Following the tough matches vs. Holyoke and 
Westfield, the Brownies will have three regular-sea¬ 
son matches left (all at home) before the Western 
Mass. Tournament - Putnam Vocational on Monday, 
May 12th (3:30 p.m.), Ludlow High on Wednesday, 
May 14th (5:00 p.m.), and Mohawk Trail Regional on 
Monday, May 19th (7:00 p.m.). 

* * * 

Demers also had plenty of say about the team’s 
junior varsity under Coach Dave Maccio. 

“After a slow start of learning the basics, the 12 
new players on the JV have learned enough about the 
game itself and their own abilities. Under Coach 
Maccio, "the JVs have made definite improvements,” 
noted Demers. 

At presstime, the JVs own a 7-5 record after a slow 
start. “The team has improved dramatically in its all- 
around play and the concept of playing the basics. As 
a team, Coach Maccio has done an outstanding job 
with these young athletes. They have been having fun 
doing what they've been taught, and they are playing 
like a veteran team. 

“We are now building a program with the number of 
freshmen playing volleyball, along with a few upper¬ 
classmen coming out for the sport for the first time. 
With the program graduating six to seven seniors 
every year, it becomes a challenge to have the best 
athletes trying out for a new sport. This group on the 
JVs is getting better with every passing day. They are 
dedicated young men with plenty of heart,” added 
Demers. 

“Over 40” men’s 
softball on May 18th 

The Town of Agawam's “Over 40” men’s softball 
league (sponsored by the Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Department) will begin on Sunday, May 
18th, at 9:00 a.m. at Shea Field. 

New players are welcome to join the league, and 
they should should up early on May 18th to be placed 
on a team. For more information, call 789-0830. 
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AHS girls’ tennis 
sweeps Pacers, 5-0, to 
even record at 5-5 

The Agawam High girls’ tennis team used a 5-0 
whitewash of Pioneer League foe Chicopee High on 
Monday, May 5th, at Harmon Smith Field to finally 
even-steven their record at 5-5. 

Long-time Coach Mary Wolochowicz watched her 
charges whip through the winless Pacers in all five 
matches in straight sets. At presstime, the Brownies 
are 3-1 in the Pioneer League behind first- place 
Westfield (4-0) and second-place Chicopee Comp (2- 
0). The Brownies will face Chicopee Comp at home 
on Thursday, May 8th (presstime), and will seek to 
avenge a tough 3-2 loss vs. Westfield last month 
when the Bombers come to town on Monday, May 
19th. 

"We still are without our captain and second sin¬ 
gles player, Sabrina Brizzolari, because of a persist¬ 
ent injury,” Wolochowicz said after the team creamed 
Chicopee. “The entire team has to play better and try 
to carry the load as they did today.”- 

At first singles, senior captain Kate Haglund had no 
trouble in a &-2, 6-1 breeze. “From the start, it was 
obvious Katie was the more experienced player. Her 
groundstrokes and movement on the court were sig¬ 
nificantly better than her opponent’s,” said 
Wolochowicz. 

Sophomore Barbara Brizzolari continues to pick up 
the slack left by her injured sister at second singles. 
Like Haglund, B. Brizzolari won going away, 6-2, 6-0. 
“Barbara and her opponent exchanged many shots, 
but Barb usually came up with the point. Again, I think 
Barb’s experience was obvious," remarked 
Wolochowicz. 

The coach again used newcomer Laura Pedersen, 
a junior, at third singles. She responded with a 6-2, 6- 
1 win. “Laura really played well. A beginner herself, 
Laura is a good athlete and this has quickened her 
progress," said the coach. 

The Brownies owned both doubles. At number one, 
the combo of junior Lina Moysis and junior Becky 
Leupo were all over the court in a well-played, 6-2, 6- 
0 win. At number two doubles, a new tandem of jun¬ 
ior Laura Jutte and junior Ashley Macey prevailed in 
. straight sets, 6-2, 6-4. 

"Although Laura and Ashley have little experience 
together, they still were able to win this match and 
giveus the sweep,” Wolochowicz noted. 

Benefit dinner 
scheduled for 
George E. Fontaine 
Athletic Scholarship 

The third annual George E. Fontaine Athletic 
Scholarship Benefit Dinner will take place on Friday, 
May 16th, from 6:30 p.m. to ??? at St. Anthony’s 
Parish Hall on Island Pond Road, Springfield. 

This dinner will feature music by a DJ, dancing, raf¬ 
fles, door prizes, a buffet, and much, much more. 

On August 6, 1999 at the age of 14, George E. 
Fontaine died suddenly from a virus that attacked his 
heart. 

He was active in sports and attended James Clark 
Elementary School and Agawam Middle School. 

In his memory, this fundraiser was set up by the 
Agawam School Committee and his family in January 
of 2001. 

The proceeds from this event are used to benefit a 
scholarship in George’s name, thereby helping other 
students to continue their education. 

Tickets for the dinner are $15 each and can be pur¬ 
chased by contacting Mark & Debbie Fontaine at 
(413) 746-6784. 

If you cannot attend but would like to make a dona¬ 
tion, please send your donation to: George E. 
Fontaine Scholarship Fund, 42 Eckington Street, 
Springfield, MA 01108. 


Page 39 

BOYS’ TRACK - from Page 36 

sophomore Joe McGeoghan, high jump, 5.4 feet; 
senior Nick Krolicki, discus, 112.10 feet; Jacks, 100 
meters, 12.2 seconds; sophomore Nick Gurau, 800 
meters, 2:13.4; and LaChappelle, 200 meters, 25.4 
seconds. 

* * * 

In the huge win over Amherst on Thursday, May. 
1st, John Slachetka and Ryan McGurn again played 
major roles with three wins each as the Brownies took 
an ever-so-close 69-67 victory. 

Slachetka won the high jump (5.8 feet), 100 meters 
(11.2 seconds), and 200 meters (23.3 seconds). 

McGurn was on burn as well. He won the javelin 
(147.0 feet), 110 hurdles (16.5 seconds), and 300- 
meter hurdles (42.4 seconds). For good measure, 
McGurn added a second in the triple jump (39.5 feet), 
giving him a 19-point meet (Slachetka had 15 points). 

So, 34 of the team’s 69 total points were scored by 
these two guys. 

Peter Midura remained undefeated in the 800- 
meter run with a 2:11.8 effort. 

The Brqwnies cashed in on many seconds and 
thirds as Amherst (thin in the depth department - a 
problem for the Brownies in their own losses) lost out 
in the final two events. 

In the 800 meters, Nick Gurau was second behind 
Midura at 2:19.9 to give the Brownies an 8-1 victory 
(nine points awarded in each event). In the crucial 
200-meter race, Mike LaChappelle placed second 
behind Slachetka at 25.2 seconds, and the Brownies 
had another 8-1 rout and led for the very first time in 
the meet at 69-62. 

This made the 4 x 400 meter relay, the day’s final 
race, a moot point because even with Amherst’s win 
in the event, the Brownies still came out on top, 69-67 
(five points awarded to winning relay team). 

Other important seconds were turned in by Joe 
McGeoghan, high, jump, 5.6 feet; junior Dustin 
Hebert, discus; Jonathan Gibbons, javelin, 132 feet; 
sophomore Kevin Clark, two-mile, 10:48.3; Mike 
DeFilippi, mile, 4:59; Randy Carlton, 400 meters, and 
Randy Carlton, 400 meters, 55.8 seconds. 

The Brownies had a few thirds as well. In the two- 
mile, sophomore Chris Tierney came in at 11:18.3; 
110 hurdles, sophomore Matt Sadowski, 20.1 sec¬ 
onds; 400 meters, senior Andrew Wynne, 59.9 sec¬ 
onds; and 300-meter hurdles, sophomore; Dan 
Lizotte, 46.7 seconds. 

Youth soccer team to 
hold can/bottle drive 

The Agawam Tigers, a U-12 girls’ Pioneer Valley 
team, will be holding a can and bottle drive at C&B 
Redemption, 204 Springfield Street, Agawam from 
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on the following dates: Sunday, 
May 11th and 18th. 

Please donate your cans and bottles and specify 
that they are for the Tigers. If you have any questions, 
please call Kim at 519-5129. Thank you! 

I' ' wanted 4 . 


100 GOLFERS 


for shotgun start 
Greyhound Options Inc. 

3rd annual 

GREYHOUND SCRAMBLE 

July 19,2003 

• East Mountain Country Club 

$75.00 per golfer 

includes greens fees, cart, 
steak dinner, awards, raffle, 
and door prizes 
SHOTGUN START 
1:00 pm. Call for info 
today 413-967-9088 
registration deadline june 25 
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AHS boys’ tennis goes 
to 3-0 in Pioneer 
after drubbing- 
Chicopee, 5-zip 

It appears that its slow start hasn’t slowed.the push 
from the Agawam High boys’ tennis team to repeat as 
Pioneer League champions in the spring of 2003. 

After giving Valley Wheel power Cathedral all it 
could handle (2-3 loss) in an independent make-up 
match last week, Coach Bill Spear and crew rebound¬ 
ed with a 5-0 drubbing of Chicopee on Monday, May 
5th, over there. 

This brings AHS to a perfect 3-0 league record and 
4-5 overall at presstime. The locals face second-place 
Chicopee Comp (2-1 league; 3-6 overall) on 
Thursday, May 8th (presstime - again on the road). 

Against Chicopee, senior first singles Myun Ro 
was a model of consistency in a 6-1, 6-3 win. Junior 
second singles Marc Maloney, displaying a solid, all¬ 
court game, won his match at 6-4, 6-4. Third singles 
Matt Lyman rolled as well, 6-1, 6-2. 

In the doubles, the Quigley boys, Jay and Dan 
(both juniors), gave a good account of themselves 
with a straight set, 6-1, 6-2 win. 

The match of the day came at second doubles, 
when the tandem of junior Will Loong and senior 
Chris Martin scored a three- set, 6-4, 6-7, 6-2 victory. 
“These two are improving with each match at getting 
to the net together, and they deserved the hard-fought 
win today, 1 ’ Spear offered afterwards. 

'• * * * 

In the tight loss, to Cathedral, the Brownies won at 
third singles and first doubles to earn the two team 
points. 

At third singles, Matt Lyman dominated at both the 
baseline and at the net in a convincing, 6-4, 6-3 win. 
“As long as Matt doesn't lose his composure out 
there, he can play with anyone," were the words of 
wisdom from Spear after the match. 

At first doubles, Jay and Dan Quigley took an easy, 
6-2, 4-0 (forfeit) straight-sets win. “The better these 
two guys return and rush the net, the stronger they 
become," noted Spear. 

Marc Maloney bowed in a tough, three-set fight at 
second singles, 2-6, 6-4, 4-6, against a more experi¬ 
enced opponent. 

Myun Ro gave it a great battle by losing a first-set 
tiebreaker (6-7) at first singles before succumbing 1-6 
in the second set. “Myun needs to be more aggres¬ 
sive and use his fine reflexes at the net,” said Spear. 

The second doubles team of Will Loong and Chris 
Martin dropped a close call, 6-7, 4-6. 

Overall, Spear is pleased with the team’s progress 
of late, saying, “The team has played well lately. 
However, we still need to constantly work on our foot¬ 
work and consistency.” 

Free tennis lessons for 
adults 40 and over 

Again this year, the Springfield Tennis Club will be 
sponsoring “FREE" tennis lessons for adults 40 and 
over. 

The lessons will begin June 2nd for the Monday 
night class, and June 3rd for the Tuesday night class. 

The time is 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. for both nights. 

If you are interested in either of these classes, call 
786-1577, 746-8131, 746-1407, or 737-6375. 

REEL 

Bait & Tackle 

1226E Springfield St. 
Feeding Hills 

789-REEL 
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The Bass Hunter 

“All About 
Outdoors...” 

by Skip Bryant 

The importance of “homework’ 9 ... 

I just had a humbling reminder that if you don’t do 
your homework, you don’t win. 

The Northeast Bass Anglers have held their first 
tournament on Onata Lake in Pittsfield. I did not have 
a map of the lake, and I had not been out on the lake 
to see what it was like (water temperature, depth, 
weeds, rocks, current, etc.). I just got my boat ready 
to go and hadn’t been out fishing yet. 

Nevertheless, I thought I could just go out and find 
fish that would win this tournament. However, there 
were several fishermen who did their homework to 
win the tournament. The fishing was tough, with few 
limits and several of the fishermen catching.nothing at 
all. 

I fished for hours and caught perch, blue gills, pike, 
rock bass, calico bass, and short bass (not legal size). 
I spent six hours learning the lake and the fish before 
finding my first fish - a two-pound bass. I finished in 
11th place with three bass (this was far from what I 
had originally planned). 

Al Golfieri won with 13.36 pounds of bass and was 
throwing a spinner bait, as he was along the shore¬ 
line. Tom Cormer took second place with 13.11 
pounds and a lunker with 5.52 pounds; he was using 
a worm in a cove with weeds. 

I was reminded that if you don’t plan, you can plan 
to fail. Meanwhile, my boys won and tied their first two 
games in soccer. 

Fall soccer registration 
slated by ASA 

The Agawam Soccer Association will hold sign-ups 
for the fall soccer season on the following dates: 

* Thursday, May 29th, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library. 
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“Golf Tip Of 


The Week... ” 


by Eric Nelson, PGA 

m L 

Head Golf Professional 


Oak Ridge Goif Club 


Feeding Hills, MA 



The proper grip... 

Learning to hold your club properly requires 
patience and practice. Of course, no one would 
expect a weekend golfer to swing a club the.way a 
professional does, but why not learn the proper grip? 

Many players hold a club improperly right from the 
beginning because they don't understand the impor¬ 
tance of the grip. They concentrate on their swing, 
assuming that most mistakes are made there. 

But a faulty grip always leads to a faulty swing. A 
proper grip is essential to a proper swing. 

* The handle of the club, wedged between the 
index finger and the pad of the left hand, is mainly 
held in place by the fingers of the right hand. 

* Both Vs point to the right collarbone. The knuck¬ 
les of two fingers from each hand are visible. 

* The pressure on the grip is no greater than that of 
a handshake. 

* The grip should not change during the swing. 

Final registration for 
Youth Football 

On Wednesday, May 14th from 6:00-8:00 p.m., the 
Warriors will hold its final registration for the 2003 
football season. The registration will be held at the 
Agawam Middle School, 68 Main St.. Agawam. 

Practice is scheduled to begin on Friday, August 
1st at Memorial Field on School Street. 

There will be several Agawam Youth Football 
Association board members, coaches, and players on 
hand to discuss our program and answer any ques¬ 
tions. 

If you need more information regarding this sign¬ 
up, please call Kirk Parker at 786-6604 or -Maria 
Scoville at 786-0771. 


Drs. Joseph M. & Katherine S. Schlaffer 



Schlaffer Chiropractic 


* Complete Family Chiropractic Care. 

* X-Ray Facility With Low Exposure Rare Earth System. 

* Emergencies Accepted. 

* Evenings And Saturday Appointments Available. 

* We Accept The Following: Medicare, BlueCare 65, BC/BS of 
Mass., BC/BS Federal Plans, The Pioneer Health Group, Unicare, 
Harvard Pilgrim, Consolidated PPO, Cigna, Connecticare, GJC 
Indemnity Plan, Secure Horizons, Tri-State Teamsters, Tufts 
Health Plan, Unisys, Worker’s Compensation, Automobile 
Insurance, BC/BS of CT-Anthem. 

192 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam 
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In left photo: Nicole Wosczcyna. Jacqueline Svadeba, Jenn Bock, and Ami Sullivan share a “group hug” at the AHS cheerleaders’ recent end-of- 
the-season celebration at Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding Hills. In right photo: Tiara Ghedi, Erica Dominguez, Nicole Wosczcyna, Jacqueline 
Svadeba, Sarah Hersey, Amber Paro, and Jessica Lemieux take the stage during the cheerleaders’ evening of celebration. 





WE’VE MOVED TO SOUTHWICK!! 

Our New Location is 25 Sam West Road, Southwick 


Open 

Days 


To help you with your 
lawncare needs this spring , 
be sure to check out your 
local landscapers... 


On The Side 

i i iii n i min n tut ii i in ii mm i iii iniimiinii i hum i i iiiii limn mm ilium i iii 

Landscape & Design 


Bark Mulch 

Hemlock - Red - Forest 

“Quality is the Difference” 

Pick-up or Delivery 
Available 

Bobcat Services 

i I | - i 

IFL®. StalMi) (§® a 

343 Main Street, Agawam 

(413) 789-1593 


ALL NATURAL • Double Ground 

ARK MULC 

Delivery Available 


Your Hometown Landscapers 


Curleys 


LAWN SERVICE 


Commercial & Residential 

Agawam, MA 413 786*4622 


AHS cheerleaders conclude season with evening at Alexander’s 


The Agawam High School cheerleaders finished 
their exciting season with a fun-filled evening recently 
at Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding Hills. 

Junior varsity Coach Ellen Yourous was deserved¬ 
ly proud of the accomplishments of her winning team. 
One of the four JV captains, Gina Graziano, spoke 
eloquently of her teammates and their ultimate suc¬ 
cess in achieving their goals this year. 

Ric Sardella, editor of The Agawam Advertiser 
News, was chosen to receive the "Friend of 
Cheerleading” award. This was given to Sardella by 


varsity Coach Kim Noel for his tireless efforts in sup¬ 
port of AHS cheerleading. 

The underclassmen gave an entertaining tribute to 
this year’s seniors as they performed their version of 
"American Idol." 

Coach Noel praised her varsity team for their many 
achievements this season, including first place in all 
local competitions, sixth in the state, and six-time 
Western Massachusetts champs. She spoke very 
highly of each one of her talented seniors. What’s 
more, she remarked on sophomore Nicole 


Woszczyna’s courage in performing at the State 
Championship with a broken nose! 

The highlight of the evening was a “tearful good¬ 
bye" from the graduating seniors. These members of 
the Class of 2003 spoke with truth and grace about 
their dreams and goals, and with wisdom and grati¬ 
tude for their parents, coaches, and teammates. 

This year’s team will look back and remember all 
that they have learned, and look ahead to all that still 
awaits each one of them. 

Congratulations! 


Mulching a Delivery 
Spring Clean-Ups 
Handy Man Services 
FENCES 

Pa rros a Walkways 


SAMXjRAVEL-FLL 
Decorative Stone-Loam 


413-569-2400 T.J. BARK MULCH, INC 860-654-1975 


Sawmill Wood Chips • Playground Wood Carpet 
Spruce, Cedar, Hemlock, Pine Bark Mulch, Red Colored Mulch 

NO leaves, vines, branches, demolition materials or crushed pallets. 

Pick-Up Monday thru Saturday 7 AM - 5 PM • Sunday 9 AM - 2 PM 




Maintenance 
& Lawn Care 


Phil Reiser 
Owner 


PhiPs Lawn Service 

Overseecling / Power Raking 
Mowing (Weekly & Bi-Weekly) 
Spring Clean-up / Rototi/ling / Aeration 

413-786-7213 


CIRIILO 

LANDSCAPING 


Free Estimates 

* Aerating 

* All Chemical Applications 

* Weekly & Bi-Weekly Lawn Cutting 

* Shrub Cutting/Shrub Planting 

* Mulching 


30 Years Experience 

* Snowplowing 

* Fall Clean-ups 

* Spring Clean-ups 

* Loam & Seeding 

* Loam Delivery 


10% First Time Customer Discount 

Call Today 569-2408 (leave message) 
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Patronize Your Local 
Businesses 


Friendly Honest Service Since 1979 


Sapells Concrete I Vermet 


“Specializing In Residential Projects ” 

Patios-PooS Pads-Stairs-Sidewalks- 
Driveways-Hatchways-Garage Floors 

30 Yrs. Exp. Fully Insured 

789-3787 


AUTO BODY INC 

223 Garden St. 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 

DON VERMETTE 

President 




Quality Collision Repairs 
Windshield Replacements 


Free Estimates • We Wotk With All Insurance Companies • MA Reg. # 1842 

Phone: 413 786-8226 Fax: 413 786-6822 


Northeast 


Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 


S 

Since 1975 


Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates ... Fully Licensed and Insured 


May 8, 2003 

John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding HiSSs 

Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 
www.jfwalshcpa.com 

For an appointment please call 

786-3009 





COLONY 

Windows 
. &C Siding 
^LLC 



Replacement windows help insulate your home 
from the cold and heat. They add value and 
beauty to your home and tilt in for easy cleaning. 


Call for a free estimate before May 1st 
& Save S25 per Window 
when you mention this ad. 


Locally Owned with over 15 Years Experience. 

Fully Insured and Financing is Available. 

Visa and MasterCard also accepted. 
Mass Reg# 138010 

786-3377 or 

colony.windows@verizon.net 




HANDY MAN 

Need a Handy Man Around The House? 

All Types of Home Improvements & Odd Jobs 

bARPENTRY* ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING •PAINTING 
?modeling of Rooms & Basements 
Cleaning of Garages. Basements. Yards. Attics 

Db Bartolucci - Reg. n 127813 (413) 736-3730 



GENERAL 

[carpentry] 


ivst'. 1 9n:i 


gyaZfi 


Specializing in: 
Additions, Renovations, 
Custom Decks, New 
Construction 


Don Chartier 

Home Improvement Contractor 
#128317 

Conn. Reg. #576680 
Mass. Reg. #051681 

*Free Consultations 
*Free Estimates 
*Senior Discounts 
*Fully Insured 


PETE'S «i£r reTEKUNE 

PAPER & FAINT 

* Interior & Exterior Painting * Wallpapering 
* Textured Ceilings * Faux Finishes * Drywall Repairs 
* Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(413) 543-7375 


Harvey Johnson Drive, Agawam 


*Boarding *Lessons *Sales 
*Training *Large Indoor Arena 
*Centered Riding Lessons Available 
With Deb Moynihan * Discounted 

Lesson Packages Available 
Call 1 (860) 668-2307 or visit www.wishingrockfarm.cor 


MA License #E40548 
CT License #E188494 

CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 
Phone: (413) 786-6226 


MA Lie. #066310 
MA Reg. #127007 

Agawam 


HID! II 


Cell: 530-9340 
Pager: 730-0355 

Dennv 


D. Godbout 

Custom Homes & Remodeling 

Additions & Kitchen Renovations 

786-8866 


Bill Spear’s Tree Service 

“Your Hometown LEADER Since 1979 ” 

* Tree Removal * Land Clearing 



* Tree Trimming 

* Shrub Removal 


* Brush Chipping 

* Stump Grinding 

* Residential & Commercial 


Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


786-5081 


Call Today To Schedule 
All SPRING Work !!! 


Prompt , Free Estimates and Hazard Evaluations 
References ~ Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 
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ment needs. Free pick-up 
and delivery. 568-2582. 


ING: Additions & kitchen 2408 (leave message), 
renovations. MA Lie. 

#066310; MA Reg. N.E. WASTE, INC. - 

#127007. In Agawam. Call AGAWAM, MA: 

Denny - 786-8866. (Cell, Residential services; bulk 

530-9340; pager, 730- waste collections; tempo- 

0355.) rary roll-off containers / 

permanent - 2 to 10 

TREE STUMP GRIND- yards. 28 Moylan Lane, 

ING: Lowest prices, Agawam, MA 01001. 

fastest service. Free esti- (413) 786-2449. 
mates. Call Pine Grove 

Stump Grinding, (413) SAPELLI CONCRETE: 

783-7236. “Specializing In Residen¬ 

tial Projects." Patios - Pool 
Pads - Stairs - Sidewalks 
- Driveways - Hatchways - 
Garage Floors. 30 Yrs. 
Exp. Fully Insured. 789- 
3787. 


Located in Fisherman’s 
Village. Call 1-508-398- 
9626. 


BILL SPEAR’S TREE 
SERVICE: Complete tree 
removal, trimming. Land 
cleared. Senior citizen dis¬ 
count. FREE ESTI¬ 
MATES. Fully insured. 
“Your Hometown LEADER 
Since 1979." Call 786- 
5081. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


CONTE DOOR SERVICE, 
INC.: “We Sell The Best & 
Service The Rest." Sales, 
repair, installation. 
Residential & commercial; 
weekend emergency serv¬ 
ice. 786-1800/568-4655. 
(Fax 789-7305; www. con- 


CAMPS 


ACCEPTING STU¬ 
DENTS: Ozzfest guitarist 
Joel Stroetzal; Orange 
Crush vocalist & guitarist 
Scott Pomeroy; session 
drummer Paul Makuch; 
Funk Great - Jo Sallins 
(bass, drums, keys); Local 
Hero - Adam Call (saxo¬ 
phone); violin & fiddle - 
Mike Ferragamo. Also, vir¬ 
tually every instrument in 
every style. Performance 
Music, downtown West- 
field. (413) 568-5383. 


BASKETBALL WORLD 
CAMPS. Day Camps, 
Ages 8-18. Boys, July 
28th-Aug. 1st. Girls, Aug. 
4th-8th. SHOOT IT BET¬ 
TER Mini Camps for play¬ 
ers ages 10 & above, 
June 14th-15th and Sept. 
6th-7th. Under the direc¬ 
tion of Paul Wissel, Toron¬ 
to Raptors & Scott Wissel 
Sacramesito Kings. Call 
888-812-5452 or visit 


DAVID’S 
WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial & 
residential. Call Paul 
Ferrarini, (413) 786-4436. 


VERMETTE AUTO BODY 

INC.: Since 1979. All new 
convenient location - 223 HANDY MAN: Need a 
Garden St., Feeding Hills. handy man around the 
All insurance companies; house? All types of home 
collision and windshield. improvements & odd jobs. 
Claims welcome; guaran- Bob Bartolucci, (413) 736- 
teed repairs (RS-1842). 3730. Reg. No. 127813. 

786-8226. 

LEARN TO RIDE, JUMP, 
CHAD FULLAM ELEC- SHOW! Licensed instruc- 
TRIC: Commercial & reSi- tors. Well-schooled hors- 
dential - A to Z. New con- es, ponies. Summer 
struction, additions, horsemanship programs, 

remodels to include serv- July 7th-11th & August 
ice changes, all wiring for 4th-8th. Tiny Trotters pro- 
electric, computer, phone gram! Personalized train- 
and cable lines. Licensed ing leads to great begin- 
and insured. (413) 786- nings and exceptional 
6226. futures. End of Hunt 

Equestrian Center is 

JOHN F. WALSH - CER- proud to be with you all 

TIFIED PUBLIC the way. (860) 668-1656 / 

ACCOUNTANT: 569 (860) 668-9990. 

Springfield Street, 

Feeding Hills. Visit our AL’S ATTIC, BASEMENT 
Website and Financial AND YARD CLEANING: 

Information Center - www. Removal of garbage, 
ifwalshcoa.com . For an wood, scrap metal, etc. 
appointment, please call Odd jobs; insured. Al 

(413)786-3009. Bishop, 789- 

1522. 

PHIL’S LAWN SERVICE: 

Maintenance & lawn care. COLONY WINDOWS & 
Overseeding; power rak- SIDING LLC: Save 

ing; mowing (weekly & bi- money on your energy 
weekly); spring clean-up; bills with new replacement 
rototilling; aeration. Phil windows. Locally owned 

Reiser, owner. (413) 786- with over 15 years experi- 
7213. ence. Fully insured; 

financing is available. 
WISHING ROCK FARM VISA and MasterCard 

OF SUFFIELD: Full also accepted. Mass Reg 

Service Equestrian #138010. 786-3377 or 

Center. Stalls available. colony.windows @veri- 

Summer horsemanship zon.net 

programs for children & 

teens. May 17th - Jump- T.J. BARK MULCH, INC.: 
ing Clinic. Call 1-860-668- Our new location is 25 
2307 or visit us on-line at Sam West Rd., 
www.wishina rockfarm. Southwick. Open 7 days. 

com . All natural, double ground 

bark mulch. Delivery avail- 
BISHOP PAINT & able. (413) 569-2400 / 

PAPER: Interior painting (860) 654-1975. 

and wallpapering done to 

your specifications at rea- PETE’S PAPER & PAINT: 

sonable rates. Free esti- Interior & exterior painting; 

mate. Senior discount. wallpapering; textured 

Call 739-4947. ceilings; faux finishes; dry- 

wall repairs; any general 
CURLEY’S LAWN SER- household repairs. 

VICE: Your hometown Satisfaction guaranteed! 

landscapers. Commercial Harvey Johson Drive, 

& residential. Agawam, Agawam. Peter Line, 

MA (413) 786-4622. (413) 348-7873. 


R.D. MULCH CO.: 343 

Main Street, Agawam. 
Bark mulch - hemlock, 
red, forest (quality is the 
difference). Pick-up or 
delivery available. Bobcat 
services. (413) 789-1593 
or (413) 789-2960. 


HELP WANTED 


PAUL’S TREE SERVICE: 

Fully insured, free esti¬ 
mates. Removal, pruning, 
planting, stump grinding, 
firewood, backhoe. Senior 
citizen discount; 24-hour 
emergency service. 17 
years experience. Call 
Paul Cocchi, 547-0343. 


CARPENTER: Fuller Building of Suffield will hire an 
experienced carpenter. Above-average wages for any¬ 
one with a “can do” attitude, strong work ethic, trans¬ 
portation, and no baggage. Call Brian Young at (860) 
668-9977. 


“ON THE SIDE” LAND¬ 
SCAPE & DESIGN: 

“Done right the first time 
... guaranteed!" Free esti 
mates. Call 789-0243. 


unfortunately 


NORTHEAST BUILD¬ 
ERS: Custom homes & 
remodeling (since 1975). 
Fully insured & licensed. 
Rick Pfeffer, 4 Lenox St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
Reg. No. 116963; Const. 
Sup. No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 


Will not be able to attend our third annual 
Greyhound Options Golf Tournament 
THERE'S ROOM FOR YOUR FOURSOME 
July 19 at East Mountain Country Club 


REEL BAIT & TACKLE: 

1226E Springfield St., 
Feeding Hills. 789-REEL, 


KARL’S MOWING SER¬ 
VICE: Lawn Mainte¬ 
nance, Mulching, Spring 
Clean Up, and Handy 
Man Services. Free esti¬ 
mates. Please call Harro, 
786-9532 or 427-7926. 


includes greens fees, cart, steak dinner, awards, 
raffle and door prizes 
SHOTGUN START AT 1:00 PM 


TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & cellars 
cleaned out. Lawn serv¬ 
ice, unwanted items, 
metal removal. Insured. 
Call Mr. T’s Cleaning Svc, 
Phone 789-0540, beeper 
735-4535. 


call for info: 
413-967-9088 " 

registration deadline June 25 


“PARTYLITE” IS IN 
YOUR AREA! If you love 
candles and want informa¬ 
tion on booking a show or 
an exciting career oppor¬ 
tunity, call Christina at 
(413) 789-9679 / e-mail 
EMT9679@ATTBI.com 


fmr 


PAINTING, STAINING: 

Exterior, interior. Your 
home or business. Quality 
work, reasonable rates. 
Call Joe at (413) 786- 
5912. 


WEEKEND EMERGENCY SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
SALES, REPAIR, INSTALLATION 
Broken Springs, Tracks & Cables 
Replaced * Sectional Replacement 
Wo rocommond GENIEPRO (Authauad s«v*o domo 


TELEPHONE JACKS: 

Installed and Repaired in 
home or office for Tele¬ 
phones, Fax Machines, 
and Computers/Internet. 
Telephone systems for 
home-based office and 
small business. Quick, 
reliable service. 737-8200, 


Feeding Hills 
& Westfield 

All trucks are radio dispatched. 
Fully Insured 
Liability if Workers Comp. 


LICENSED ELECTRI¬ 
CIAN: All types of work. 
Insured; free estimates; 
35 yrs. License El6303. 
Call Jim, 782-6989. 


FAX - 789-7305 Joseph Conte, Jr. 
www.contodoor.com General 

Wo toko VISA & MC Manager 


:**> Strain Family <¥*> 

\Xequestrian center\/ 

18 Vining Hill Road, 

Southwick, MA 

• Boarding • Lessons • Training ® Sales 

English & Western Riding Lessons Available - 

(413)569-5797, 

' Located behind 

Big Y/Ames Plaza 


SPRINGFIELD TURN- 
VEREIN: Catering to wed¬ 
dings, banquets, parties, 
and receptions. Two 
rooms available with seat¬ 
ing up to 250 people. 176 
Garden Street, Feeding 
Hills, 786-0924. 


THE STRAIN FAMILY 
EQUESTRIAN CENTER: 

Boarding, lessons, train¬ 
ing, sales. Ponies for par¬ 
ties. English and Western 
riding lessons available. 
18 Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA (located 
behind Big Y/Ames 
Plaza). (413) 569-5797. 


Ponies for 
Parties 


CHARTIER’S GENERAL 
CARPENTRY: We take 
the worry out of building. 
Additions; new construc¬ 
tion; renovations; custom 
decks. Lie. no. 051681; 
fully insured. Don 
Chartier, owner. (413) 
789-7011. 


$$ EARN EXTRA MONEY $$ 


DELIVER THE NEW VERIZON 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

Men and women 18 and older with insured vehicles are 
needed to deliver in Springfield and surrounding areas. 
We are also looking for Office Clerks and Loaders. 
Delivery starts about May 2nd. Work a minimum of 4 day¬ 
light hours per day; get paid within 24 hours upon suc¬ 
cessful completion of your route. Call 1-800-979-7978 
between 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Refer to job #3535-5. 
EOE. 


FOR RENT 


CIRILLO LANDSCAP¬ 
ING: Free estimates; 30 
years experience. Spring 
clean-ups, all chemical 
applications, weekly & bi¬ 
weekly lawn cutting. 10% 
first time customer dis¬ 
count. Call today - 569- 


“MISTER DO ALL”: 

Decks, walls, doors, win 
dows, kitchens, baths... 
fix or make. Call Skip at 

(413) 537-1214. 


SPRING COTTAGE 
RENTAL: On Swan River 
in Dennisport, Cape Cod. 
May or June (by the 
week). One cottage 
sleeps 4; the other 2. 


IT’S SPRING TUNE-UP 
TIME: A & M Small 
Engine Repairs for all 
your lawn & garden equip- 


D. GODBOUT CUSTOM 
HOMES & REMODEL- 
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• Active Older Adult Classes •. Indoor Swimming Pool with Spa ♦ Children’s Pool Programs • Oversize Childcare Center • and so much more! 



This Summer 


ft 


Kick your 

fat cells in the 

you know 

what! 


3-Month Summer Membership 
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JOIN FOR THE SUMMER 
and enjoy all that 
FITNESS FIRST has to offer! 




i 





HEALTH & FITNESS CENTER 

60 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills • 413.786.1460 


Fitness for the way you live! 


www.fltne s sf I rsth eaith cl u b. com 



















